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N a recent issue of the Manitoba Free Press
- there appeared the following article from
the pen of J. Fred Livesay:

The Prairie west is far removed from
the sea for it is the heart of a continent,
and its people are absorbed in the stupend-
ous physical problem of development con-
fronting them, and in the no less formid-
able problem—though less obstrusively in-

sistent, because physchological—of assimilating = the
immigrant and fostering a national spirit. This coun-
try is singulaarly detached from those maritime in-
fluences which have played so important a part in
shaping the destinies of the older provinces. Atlantic
storms béat on the coast line of the maritime pro-
vinces, and give something of their character to its
people, who look largely to the ocean for their liveli-
hood and whom generations have trained to h€ed the
portents. of the sea; again, the pageant of
the sea, is a very real thing to the pe-ple
of Quebec, where ships go marching up and down the
mighty river past their little farms and within' hail
of their stately village churches; the great lakes, that
wonderful chain linking the people of Ontario with
the ocean beyond, are in a measure an inland sea,
Impellingly significant to a province engaged largely
n trans-Atlantic trade; and finally, beyond the serried
mountains lies the Pacific, throwing open to British

Columbia free avenues of commerce with the Orient.

But the three prairie provinces are truly continental;
they have no personal experience of the sea, are not
immediately dependent upon it, and perhaps therefore
lack something in sympathy and understanding for all
that it means and of the part it plays and must al-
ways play in the destinies of nations. The sea of this
country is the wide and open prairie, as gray-in color
end with horizons as flat' and distant; its fishing
craft are the gang plow and the binder, its freighters
the long and sinuous lines of box cars, and its ocean
liners the express trains that whirl across its face.
Perhaps when the prairie west has free egress and
ingress with the ocean through Hudson Bay this es-
sential continentalism of outlook will be modified and
the spirit of its people will be brought more closely
in touch with the genius of the sea.

British Sea Supremacy

But thbugh without that personal knowledge on
which an understanding sympathy must rest, there is
not a Canadian-born school boy in the Prairie West,
who does not thrill at mention of the sea; who does
mot recall with passionate pride.those few but mem-
orable episodes in miodern Canadian history where
Canadians have shown that they too are of the blood
and fighting spirit of Grenville, Blake or Anson, swho
does not treasure the great deeds of British seamen,
and feel all 'so remote the glamor of naval exploits;
who has not an unbounded faith in the ability of Bri-
tain to “fight them one and all,” as the old song went.
And it is the western school boy of today who will be
the builder of the Canadian fleet of tomorrow. But is
that faith justified, and is the Prairie West awake to
the fact that for the first time since Trafalgar British
maval supremacy is seriously challenged? Has the
full significance of the new Dreadnought type of bat-
tleship as a determining factor in naval warfore, and
as thus tending to scrapheap battleship construction
of the immediately preceding period, been fully
grasped? These questions are concerned with, the
very fabric of the British Empire, and they are as
pertinent for the British citizen of the Canadian
Prairie West as for the British citizen of Portsmouth
or Melbourne, for it is the ocean and the h)gh seas
which knit together the component parts of the Em-
pire, and it is the overwhelming superiority of the
Imperial navy which preserves them, their commerce
and their means of intercourse. Every bushel of
wheat passing through Winnipeg to Liverpool is in-
sured by active battle-fleets in the Channel, off Gibs
walter or at Malta. Just so soon as an enemy, or a
combination of @enensies, tan scatfer thesei‘fleets and
wrest from . them the command of the seas, will the
highway of the Atlantic be closed against western
wheat, “which, suppdsing the shelter of the ' neutral
flag of the United States not available, must then rot
in Canadian elevators or be the price of a humiliating
surrender by the Mother Country. For England with-
out: food supplies must be starved into surrender
within six weeks,-and a certain food supply must in
war depend entirely on the ability of British fleets to
retain command of the seas.

The Lesson of Tsushima

‘With the Dreadnought an era of gigantic battle-
ships, finding their complement of mammoth armored
crulsers, was Inaugurated, effecting as great and spe-
culative & revolution in naval warfare as steam or
armor: . The immense battleships of which the Dread-
nought is the prototype, costing ten to twelve mil-
lions apiece, are the direct result of lessons gained
fr- the Russo-Japanese war, and more -especially
3 the ‘battle of Tsushima, where, with the excep-
1 of the skirmishes outside Port Arthur, for the
fiisc time two modern battle fleets met, and where
{t. was proven that the battleship is after all the de-
ciding factor in war, and superior weight of offensive
armament, properly served, the single element of suc-
cess. The battle 'of Tsushima, like the battles of .the
Nile and Trafalgar, was won by a superior fire con-
centrated on part of the enemy’s line until he was
demoralized his battle array broken, and each unit
fighting blindly in_the general chaos. Such a concen-
tration of fire was obtained by the perfect manoeuv-
ring of a number of small battleships and’ armored
cruisers, and its successful application was made pos-
sible by the extraordinary tactical blunders of the
Russians, who permitted their battle fleet to become
huddled. and bunched, an easy and inoffensive prey to
the Japanese gunners. In that battle the futility of
the torpedo-boat and destroyer was demonstrated,
for though these craft were useful enough after the
issue was decided, the battle was fought and won by
the heavy guns of the battleships. That is the lesson

the British admiralty, under the direction of that re- °

markable man, Sir John Fisher, took to heart, and
the result was the original Dreadnought, designed to
supply in her single unit a concentration of fire equal
to two or three small battleships. At the battle of
Tsushima the most powerful Russian and Japanese
battleship respectively could only bring four 12-inch
guns to bear on a broadside, whereas the original
Dreadnought can bring eight as well as a large se-
condary battery of powerful 9.2-inch guns, while the
latest improved Dreadnoughts—the St. Vincent and
Rodney—will bring ten of these great guns to bear,
ahd the German battleships building, designed to
‘“out-Dreadnought the Dreadnought,” will have a
broadside fire of twelve big guns, which though no
more-than 11-inch calibre, are claimed to have as
great a penetration as the 12-inch British  model
though slightly less smashing weight.

A Naval Revolution

The new type of battleship with a greatly increas-
ed displacement—that of the Rodney will be 20,000
tons against the 16,350 of the King Edward VIIL.—
carries heavier defensive armor, and equipped with
turbines, has -a considerably greater speed, both of
course, valuable factors in baittle. At the time of
Tsushima, the first of the King Edward VII class had
not been completed, these eight powerful battleships,
including ‘the' Dominion, having been commissioned
since, and there was actually a tendericy then to re-
vert to the small type of battleship, the Swiftsure
and Triumph of only 11,800 tons displacement, with
their four 10-inch guns and high speed, having just
been added to the effective strength of His Majesty’s
navy; so that although the King Edward VII. class
embodied a distirict advance in the size and armament
produced the first Dreadnought can be said to date
only from the Japanese war, an event which will
come to be regarded as a demarcation in naval his-
tory as distinct as the use of steam in the Crimea, or
of armor in the American,civil war. The King Ed-
ward VII, was commissioned in 1905 and it was hard-
ly-a full year before the first Dreadnought was un-
dergoing her trials:

Before her advent, the former was considered, and
rightly too, the most powerful fighting ship in the
world, and a match for two battleships dating back
ten yéars, but today nothing could save her in a
single-handed fight with the Dreadnought; indeed the
Dreadnought, with her superior speed ahd defensive
armor and her greater concentration of fire, should
not.be unequally matched in a contest with two of

that class. It is not the increase of tonnage which is,

so remarkable, as the doubling and even trebling of
the offensive armament, with the enormous increase
in ‘striking power.. It was said after the bombard-
ment of Alexandria that the old Sultan—scrap-heap-
ed years ago-—could have sailed at will through the
combined fleets that fought the battle of the Nile and
sunk them all at leisure with no further damage than
the carrying away of Her top-hamper; not only dogs
the I:r'eadn’outht bear the same relationship to the
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armored vessels of the Sultan era but even to the bat-
tlesnips first laid down under the naval defence act of
1889. Even the Royal Sovereign class, which first
embodied the accepted type of modern battleship, the
Royal Sovereign herself being launched in 1892, use-
ful enough fighting ships though they still are, would
be ineffective against the Dreadnought. It is true that
the King Edward VII class supply a link between the
past and the future, but as they cannot individually
stand up against a battleship of the new type, already
they are obsolete so far ds the naval architect is con-
cerned. It is curious to note how naval architecture
is returning to the era of héavy broadside firing. The
Minotaur had her one gun, which she could aim only
by turning, and even the Benlow class, launched in
1888, had but two enormous and unwieldly 110-ton
guns. A great advance was supposed to have been
achieved with the four . heavy - -

ers? So far the answer is not very reassuring. 'Count-
ing Dreadnoughts and the corresponding Inflexible
class of armored cruiser, Germany in 1911 will be
almost equal to Britain if she just pursues the pro-
gramme already sanctioned by -the Reichstag, and
unless the admiralty lays down four or even five big
battleships next year. Of course the King Edward
VII class are superior to anything else the Germans
have got, and will have their value in the hattle line,
but they are not Dreadnoughts, and cannot fight
them on anything like equal terms. And yet in face
of these significant facts, Admiral Tirpiz, head of the
German navy, said only a few weeks ago in the
Reichstag that Britain had nothing to fear from the
development of the German navy, and he adroitly
threw out the suggestion that Britain could always

guns, mounted fore and aft in 2

turrets or barbettes, first adopted
in the Royal Sovereign class, but
who was to forsee the super-
imposed .turrets of the Rodney,
with her broadside of ten 12-inch
guns? It is/ a revolution  that
has gone back for its fundamen-
tal principle to the great weight
of broadside fire of Nelson’s
three-deckers, The weight and
concentration of broadside fire
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ture of the era of naval develop-
ment just opened,
Life of a Battleship
Of course there is a very con-
siderable naval school which is
still opposed to the Dread-
noughts. These claim that they
represent - too  many eggs—and
pounds sterling—in one basket,
and that the wider distribution
of offensive armaments, as em-
bodied for instance  in three
Swiftsures, is preferable, more
batleships, with. at least
an equal cumulative striking power be-
ing  built for = the, same money, and the risk
of disaster being reduced to a minimum. It is true
that even in peace battleships are open to hazards by
collision or wreck, while in war these dangers are
greatly accentuated. - To go back again to the Russo-
Japanese war, the only undisputed Russian hero of
the war, Admiral Makaroff, went down with the flag-
ship Petropavlovsk, while on the point of re-entering
Port Arthur roadstead after a successful sortie. It is
now generally acknowledged that shegstruck a Rus-
sian floating mine, which had been 1d1d for the pur-
pose of destroying one of the Japanese ships cruising
off the harbor. Indeed it was hardly a month later
that the Hatsuse, flagship of the Japanese Rear-Ad-
miral ‘Nashiba, was sunk by a contact mine supposed
to have been laid by the transport Amur. In the for-
mer case, the death of Makaroff deprived the Russian
fleet of its head, and led to that hopeless policy of
inaction which ended in its final destruction, whereas
a Russian fleet-in-being at Port Artaur, under vigor-
ous direction, must have severely hampered the Jap-
anese in the work of transporting their armies -to
Manchuria. In the latter case the sinking of the
Hatsuse represented the loss of just one-sixth of the
effective Japanese battleship strength, a loss of the
most vital moment in wview of the impending attack
of the powerful Baltic fleet.. There .is therefore much
to be said in theory in. favor of the small battleship
school, but in practice the matter has already been
definitely decided. ; Great Britain has  ten  Dread-
nougnts  built, building, or projected, and Germany
seven, the United’ States four, France six, Italy four
and Japdan two.or three, so thatithe next naval war
JLepend;on-tha ability of these leviathans to 'kebp
hemselves afloat. For years the-‘‘Old’ School” fought
the introduction of steam as mgtive power for war-
ships on the ground that the British navy would lose
its superiority in seamanship, but experience showed
soon - enough- that even the nimble frigate was no
match for the erude paddle-wheel warships indepen-
dent of wind or calm. And in the same way the fact
that the Swiftsure must depend on her heels %o get
away from a Dreadnought is convincing enough ar-
gument in favor of the new type.

What It Means

It may therefore be accepted as-a fact that the
next naval war—none is possible until ‘our rivals have
completed theéir new ships—will be decided primarily
by Dreadnoughts, or battleships of immense offensive
power. . 'What does this mean and how does it affect
the relationship of Great Britain to other naval pow-

Sovereign type.

German ships.

The above diagram represents the relative fighting value of battleships
from the great new German battleship Bayern down to the British Royal
It has, of curse, no referenc¢eé to their
shown are main armament only, being 12-inch for British and 11-inch for
Displacement and date of completion as follows: Bayern
(German) 21,000 tons, 1908; Rodney (British) 20,000 ‘tons, 1908;
nought (British) 17,900. tons, 1906; King Edward VIL (British) 16,350 tons,
1905; (American battleship Louisiana, 16,000 tons, 1906, is  about
strength); Deutschland (German) 12,997 tons, 19806;. Majestic
14,900 tons, 1895; Royal Sovereign (British) 14,150 tons, 1892,

tonnage. Guns

Dread-

equal
(British)

maintain her sea supremacy. because she could build
so much faster than any other nation. That was
about the time the Kaiser was penning his now
famous letter to Lord Tweedmouth, then first civil
lord, but since removed from that  responsible office
by Premier Asquith. The' United States, too, is
building Dreadnoughts at the rate of two, and pos-

. sibly four a year, and this is of. interest because it

is now Germany and'the United States which are the
criterion of the two-power standard.
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sian battle fleet. In the meantime the United States,
following the Spanish war, had embarked seriously
on the business of building up a fleet worthy of a
great continental nation fronting on two oceans, and
on Tuesday -last she launched her first armored
cruiser, the Michigan, which corresponds to the Brit-
ish Inflexible; and Germany, under pressure of the
Kajiser, had set deliberately to work to make of her-
self a great naval power. It is well known/that the
statesmen of Berlin regard as chimerical the future
of Holland as an independent nation, and with:an
eye to the future they realize that when the enor-
mously rich Dutch colonies gp a-begging, they will
fall to a strong naval power. That at least is the
more charitable view to take after repeated official
assurances that Germany has no ambition to attempt
to wrest sea supremacy from Britain. About the
time of the battle of Tsushima the following table in-
dicates pretty nearly the relative battleship strength
of the four leading naval powers:

Britain, Germany U. S. France.
Bulll 20 iee Nwsean 43 16 12 11
Bullgitig: ¥ e i 1 6 13 6

Tofld i % ea e 50 24 25 17

Thus, applying the two-power standard to Ger-
many and the United States, it is clear that at that
time Britain had a considerable superiority of battle-
ships built, being 43 to 28, though this would be re-
duced to a bare majority of one—50 to 49—with the
completian of all vessels on the slips. . But the seven
British vessels of the King Edward VII class build-
ing were immensely superior to any German battle-
ships, or even American, with the exception of the
five vessels of the formidable Louisiana class, which
are nearly, but not quite, their equal. The situation
was then by no means alarming when the British
admiralty proceeded to put the lesson of Tsushima
into effect by laying down the original Dreadnought.
The- circumstance of that event, the extraordinary
rapidity with which she was completed and put into
commission, and the glamor attaching to mere size,
focussed the eyes of all naval powers on her, and it
soon became evident that the exhausting struggle of
naval competition was about to enter on a new and
even more trying stage. As it became evident that
naval battles of the future must be decided by these
leviathan battleships, it became obligatory for all
naval powers claiming first rank to build them, and
to provide greatly enlarged dock accommodation at
the cost of many millions more. ;

Germany was first in the field, and retorted by re-

vising the plans of two battle-
ships already authorized. In some

i
" This diagram

of the next country—France.
¥

Briefly the two-power standard, as laid down by
successive first lords of (thé admiralty with the as-
sent of the government of the day, is that the British
navy shall at all times bé kept at a strength equal
to that of the two mext strongest naval powers plus
10 per. cent margin for mafety. - From 1887, when un-
der the leadership of Britain the European powers
embarked on the ruinous competition of naval war-
fare, until the eve of the Russo-Japanese war, France
and Russia were the two next strongest naval powers,
and His Majesty’s navy was maintained at a strength
relative to those two combined. But the financial
difficulties of France iforced  naval  retrenchment,
while ther Japanese aecounted for most of the Rus-

e ;

p ;esg)nts the comparative burden of naval armaments
of the chief naval powers.” The figures represent thé sum contributed last
year by<edéh -mam, wosan dnd child in #he respective countries.
United Kingdom-this conjribution amounts to mare than'three times that

ways she was the worst and in
others the best equipped for the
new struggle. She was handi-
capped because she had clung all
elong to the idea of small battle-
ships, and until her first Dread-
nought took the -water , some
months ago her largest Dattle-
ship displaced under 13,000 tons,
against the 16,350 of the XKXing
Edward VII class. These small
though heavily armed battleships
are in part due to the physical
reason of shallow waters on the
German coast, and particularly
of the limited draft of  vessels
- passing tarough the Kiel canal,
that great ° strategical work
which. permits the rapid trans-
ference of squadrons from  the
North Sea to the Baltic or vice
versa. But the Germang. are
noted for their finely equipped
private shipbuilding yards, which
could easily cope with the:prob-
lem, and besides that under the
German defence act of -1902
the admiralty, which is the Kalser, is
practically ‘unhampered. by the popular . as-
sembly, such.as for instance obliged the Brit-
ish admiralty this year to cut down their construc-
tion programme to well below the danger limit. The
act of 1902 provided that two battleships and one ar-
mored cruiser were to be laild down for the German
navy every year, and that the life of all such vessels
was to be twenty-five years, after which period they
were to be automatically replaced without affecting
the annual programme of construction. This meant
that so soon as a battleship reached the age limit, it
would be relegated to the scrap-heap and be re:
placed ‘by a 'new battleship, which had been building
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The Gordon

P HE ‘Gordons’ of today consist of the old

76th Stirlingsaire JRegiment and the 92nd

Gordon Highlanders joined together by the

stroke of a War Office pen in the year 1881.

Since that time the Gordons have made

their name a household word in Scotland,

and their fame has spread all over tHe

world. It is net with the history of the

Gordons, but purely with the deeds which

won their thirteen V.C.s that this article is to deal,

and for the first one we have to.go to the Indian
Mutiny.

Colgr-Sergeant Coghlan, of the 75th, was at the
fighting at Delhi, and, though shot and. shell were
tearing up the ground this heroic non-commissioned
officer, along with three men, charged into a.serat of
the enemy to rescue a wounded comrade. After a
fierce hand-to-hand struggle the mutineers were rout-
ed, and the prisoner rescued from what would have
been a horrible death, Brave in one action, the:color-
sergeant was brave in others. He took the lead in
anotner desperate charge, and out of a biting .cross-
fire he carried several wounded men. For thesé acts
co;;nbined he gained the first V. C. on the Gordons’
roll. )

The Gordons have a predilection for V.C's in
pairs, and on the same day that Coghlan won ' the
coveted honor Ensign R. Wadeson had some lively
encounters with the mutineers.. The young officer saw
a sowar getting the better of one of his men, and,
rushing te the rescue, engaged the sowar, and after a
flerce combat the bold warrior of the East was laid
low. A few hours later another soldier was seen by the
Ensign lying on the ground doing his best to- ward off
the attacks being made on him by a mutineer. In a
twinkling Wadeson’s steel was ringing on the muti-
neer’s blade, and after a few desperate passes the
Briton proved: the victor. ;

Patrick Green, a name savoring doubly of the
Green Isle, was a private of the 75th, ‘and was present
when a picket was driven in at Delhi, and hotly pur-
sued by the mutineers. The moment was ohe when
every man had to look to himself, but such was not
the gallant Pat’s motto. He saw a wounded comrade
left behind in the route of the advancing enemy, and
though those were ‘quite near and taking pot-shots,
Greéen ran back, lifted the man in his arms, and car-
ried him to safety. Such were the deeds which won
the three V.C.'s for the 75th Regiment before it be-
came a part of the Gordons. . !

“When the territorial designation came into force
the 92nd Gordon Highlanders had two V.C.'s, but there
is a halo of renown over and above that of the V.C.
attached to those two names. Sir George White and
Colonel W. H. Dick Cunnyngham shed great lustre on
the Gordons. Beth won their V.C’s in Afghanistan,
and here are the accounts, r

Lord Roberts, then Sir Frederick, set out in 1879
with a force to punish the Amir of Afghanistan for
the 'cold-blooded murder of Major Cavagnari and his
mission.. The 92nd formed part of this force, and,
keeping strictly to V.C. records, we come at once to
an ‘Afghan Hill, which, in memory of the daring of
Major® White, received the name of White's Hill. The
enémy were holding it, and Major White was léading
some, fifty Highlanders to the'attack., The fire that

.met them was fierce, but, headed by the gallant Ma-

jor, and taking advantage of cover, the Highlanders

‘wete nearing the goal. A steep open place had to be

rushed, and it was guarded by a few Afghans securely

. concealed behind a rock, but with rifies pointed ready.

To cross in mumbeérs meant several lives, and White
took it in ‘hand himself, He ordered his men. to keep
hidden, and, getting a rifle, ne set out, only followed
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Highlander’s

by two or three. ' It. was like a bit of deer-stalking,
and White succeeded so well that he rose up at the
opposite side of the rock quite close to the Afghans,
who, being certain hé was only the first of a host, took
to their heels, their leader only staying to fight it out
with the bold Highlander.  Reinforcements came up
to Major White, and the battle was gloriously won
under his direction. It was here, we may mention,
that Hector Macdonald-performed one of. the daring
acts which gained him s promotion.

For the able manner in which Major White con-
ducted this fight, and for his bravery, Sir Frederick
Roberts recommended him for the V.C. which he now
wears. Poor Dick Cunnyngham won his V.C. in the
same campaign.

The Afghans were again hidden on a hill top
amongst the rocks, and peppering the Highlanders as
they crawled nearer and nearer. Ahead of their men
were three lieutenants—Forbes, Grant, and Cunnyng-
ham. Fleet of foot and full of the spirit of battle the
young officers gained the.crest of the hill, and were
in amongst the enemy. TForbes, fighting 'valiantly,
was' cut down, so was. Sergeant Drummond, who' had
kept up a neck and neck race. A Dbullet struck
Grant’s sporran and he fell; but in a few minutes he
was up and again fighting. When Grant went down
Cunnygham was left alone. F¥or several seconds he
fought single-handed, then ‘his ‘'men appeared on the
crest behind him. A staggering fire caught the High-
landers, and the advance ‘was checked. 8

Lieutenant Cunnyngham ttrned half round and,
waving his sword aloft, he cried, ‘Don’t retire; come
on lads; follow me.

A ringing cheef was the answer, and away sped
the youthful lieutenant racing at the head of his own
men towards the red standard of the enemy. The
sangar was reached, and Dick Cunnyngham leapt into
it first. Then followed a short but sanguinary fight,

many «of the wild Ghilzais standing bravely by their'

flag.

When the 76th and 92nd were joined together the
roll of V, C.s stood at five, and not till 1897, in the
storming of Dargal, was it augmented. The .Afridis
held the rocky heights, and between them ‘and the
British troops there was a steep open space. . To get

.at the enemy or.to the shelter of the rocks close un-

derneath them this open space had to be scaled. Time
and again a rush had been attempted by various regi-
ments and had failed. ; At last-the Gordons were or-
dered to try. There was to be no trying about it; for
Colonel ‘Mathias ‘addressed nis men in these ' words,
‘The General says this hill must'be taken at all costs—
the Gordon Highlanders will take it.’

Take It they did, as all the world knows. The rush
over .the fire-swept. zone was a ‘dangerous_one, and
many a soldier fell on the way. Piper Findgter was
shot through both feef, and he was unable tb stand.
But he could. play his pipes,  and' while the  bullets
whistled around him he put heart into his comrades
with the strains of the ‘Cock of the North.’

Four  bullets struck L_ieutenant Dingwall during
that deadly rush, and he lay in the open exposed, and
momentarily running the risk of recelving his death
wound. Private E. Lawson, of the Gordons, rushed
to him, lifted him up, and carried him out of danger.
The brave Lawson had scarcely deposited the one
burden when he saw another wounded man lying in
a dangerous position. Again ‘he ran out and carried
his comrade into shelter, and, in so doing, was wound-
ed twice himself.

The general officer reéohxménded—-be‘sldes Findlater
and Lawson, who got thelr Crosses-—the brave colonel
of the Gordons who led.his ‘men so gallantly to ‘the

People’s Journal

oll of Honor

top of the hill; but the War Office refused on the rule
that ‘neither general officérs nor officers commanding
battalions are eligible for the Cross.’

It is the cry of many people that the British sol-
dier is deteriorating in bravery and in stamina; but

that is .sheer nonsense, Quite recently there “have
been deeds done equally as brave and equally as dar-
ing ‘as those of the further off Crimea and Mutiny.
As an illustration of this we have the Gordon High-
landers winning six Victoria Crosses in the South Af-
rican War. "

The Boers were gathering from all directions with
the overunning of Natal as their objective. Sir George
‘White, V.C., was on the ground with his gallant Gor-
dong direet from India, and on Oct. 21, 1899, under the
direction of the brilliant French, thé Boer and the
Gordon, who had parted company at Majuba Hill,
met at Elandslaagte, and by a strange irony of fate,
Colonel Ian Hamilton, the young lieutenant who had
made such a noble stand on the fateful day in 1881,
was leader of the Gordons.

The battle had been raging for hours. . The day
was far advanced, and in" the gathering gloom the
hilltops above the Gordons was in inferno of. fire and
din, and as if man’s efforts were not enough, heaven’s
artillery” joinéd in. . Thunder pealed overhead, and
blinding lightning flashed from. sky to earth..

Panting, breathless, but determined, the Gordons
climbed’ the rugged- hillside, with the loss of many
lives. Dick Cunnyngham and ‘two Majors had fal-
len, the iron  shower was pitiless, and for a few mo-
ments the Gordons were without a leader. Racing
up- to the foremost man-came Captain Meiklejohn.
‘Follow me, lads,’” was his cry, and away he dashed
straight for the hilltop. A storm of bullets met the
advancing Gordons, but there was no stopping the
wild charge of those Scottish heroes. Bullet | after
bullet struck theé fearless Captain, but not until he
recelved his fourth wound and his right arm hung
limp by his side did he fall. .He had led his men with-
in striking distance, and. their bayonets did the rest.

The helght was gained, and in the laager behind
up went the white flag. The bugles rang out "Cease
fire,’ and the Highlanders stopped.. A few minutes,
and crash came a volley from a kopje in rear of the
laager. Again and again the Boer rifles spoke, and
the Gordons, exposed to the stornw of lead, suffered
severely. = Sergeant-Major . (now Quartermaster) Ro-
bertson headed -a small party, and charged promptly
for the enemy's camp. The position was gained, and,
in spite of the most determined efforts of the Boers,
the Sergant-Major and his gallant band stuck to their
post. Sergeant-Major Robertson was twice wounded
before he was disabled, and for this heroic action the
second V.C, for that day came to the Gordons.

~On April 30, 1900, Captain Towse was leading a
party of 22 men, composed of Gordons and Kitchenetr's
Horse. They were working their way towards  the
Thabanchu Mountain, near Bloemfontein, on which
were the Boers. The defending and the attacking
forces were unseen by one another. Fifty yards or
so intervened, when up rose the enemy, some 150 in
number, and demanded instant .surrender. Captain
Towse and his little band did not surrender.. Instead,
they. rushed at the foe, and drove them from their
postion, actually gaining the hilL ,It was a gallant
deed, 22 men against 180. The Captain who led the
forlorn hope to victory Had, however, fought his last
fight. A’ bullet-crossed his line of vision so close that
from:that moment he was blind, It was said  that
when, the late Queen Victoria pinned the V.C. on the
Captain’s breast the tears stood in her eyes.~The

in anticipation of that event. This programme was
to run until 1911, after which there was to be a
gradual reduction until 1917, when it expired. As the
Germans laid down their two first Dreadnoughts in
1906, and it takes two years to complete them—or
perhaps a little more—they would in the ordinary
way have eight of these battleships, and four great:
armored cruisers completed in 1911, and besides may
have replaced several of their old battleships hy
Dreadnoughts. By a simple act last year the mod-
ernizing of the battle fleet was greatly accelerated,
for the life of armored vessels was reduced from.25
to 20 years. Thus in the present year warships bulilt
before 1888 become obsolete instead of before- 1883—
as at first designed—and these vessels are being re-
placed by Dreadnoughts. Not only was this vital
change made, but the 1902 programme.was altéred
to permit of three battleships being laid down in the
years 1908, 1909 and 1910. This is apparently being
done by building only one armored cruiser in those
years. In 1911 two Dreadnoughts will be laid down,
and one each year thereafter until 1917, when Ger-
many, under the 1907 revised programme, will have
a. modern fleet of seventeen battleships and seven
big armored cruisers, Great secrecy is preserved as
to the number of armored ships being built in Ger-
many, but there s reason to believe that these in-
clude at least seven Dreadnoughts and four armored
cruisers of the Inflexible type, which are as powerful
in offence and as well able to take their place in the
line as the King Edward VII. The modern armored
cruiser is indeed nothing less than a disguised battle=
ship. with greater tonnage and speed. It is clear
enough then that Germany is building up a new
modern navy .dating from the battle of Tsushima.
Her naval act authorizes the ships, and the Reich-
stag has nothing more to do tha? vote the credits,
whether they be for an Elsass costing five and three-
quarter millions, or the new battleships estimated to
cost over ten millions. Here is the prospect of a foe
formidable enough for Britain to fight single-handed
without reference to the two-power standard. Apolo-
gists for the present admiralty policy say that it is
ridiculous to apply the two-power standard to the
United States, because there is no possibility of war
ever breaking out between Great Britain and America.
It is at least a convenient excuse for abandoning the
two-power standard. §
Measuring by the Dreadnought ¢
The preponderance of the original Dreadnought is
well illustrated by the following table, showing dif-
ferent values of armored ships of various naval pow-
ers under the point system, which was originally
worked out and agreed to by a number of representa-
tive admirals of the various naval powers. The
Dreadnought counts as 100, and the figures for the
others represent percentages of fighting value, while
the date of completion is also given: :

Battleships

1.00 ' Dreadnought .(1906); .80 King Edward VII
(1905) ; Republique (French, 1905); Louisiana (Ameri~-
can, 1906). .60 London (1902); Maine (American,
1902); Deutschland (German, 1907). .46 Majestic
(1895); Alabama (American, 1900). .35 Royal Sov-
ereign (1892); Kearsage (American, 1895); Wittels-
bach (Germany, 1902).

Armored Cruisers

'.80 Inflexible  (1907); Michigan (American; 1908).
.16;)07>Black Prince (1906); Washington (American,
If this table errs it is on the side of giving the King
Edwarq VII class too high a value. It must also be
borne in mind that the improved Dreadnoughts are
considerably more powerful than the .original. ship,
and that therefore the disparity.is even greater. It is
also noteworthy. that the strongest German battleship
in commission today—the Deutschland class—is cred-
ited with no more than sixty per cent of the Dread-
nought’s fighting power. Even on the supposition“thae
Germany .entertains sinister designs, she cannot hope
to put them into execution until 1911—unless she
concludes  an offensive alliance with a very strong
naval power. The point is that Britain has to see
that she maintains the relative superiority in Dread-
noughts she has held for a gemeration in armored
vessels. To do this, she must build, and build rapid-
ly. -Unfortynately the already overburdened British
taxpayer is not in the best of positions to enter on so
appalling a war in naval armaments, which also im-
plies the scrap-heaping of all the /'sacrifices he has
made since 1887. - During the past year the forty-two
million people of the British Isles were called upon
to pay something like three hundred and twenty mil-
lions for. national defencé, or nearly seven dollars &
head for each man, woman and child. The average
working ‘man’s family - contributed from thirty to
fifty dollars a year. And yet the indications point
to a period - of enormous expenditure on naval ‘de-
fence, datinf from Tsushima, if the command of the
seas and all that means for the Empire at large, $s
to be preserved. Dreadnoughts bid fair to substan-

tially increase the premium on national insurance,

POSSIB‘ILITIES IN AERIAL WARFARE

Through the means of the balloon it, has, says the
Chicago-Record Herald, been' found easy to dlzcover
secrets of an enemy which previously could be found
out only at great risk and impracticable delays, and
then with no degree of certainty. In the Russo-Jap-
anese war balloons were used for scouting purposes
with most satisfactory-resuits. These modern diri-
gible balloons, ‘although many of the great gas bags
closely approach stéamers in bulk, ‘are almost invul-
nerable to artillery fire if at any elevation. It is ‘a
most difficult matter to determine the range of a
quickly flying object, especially when the -distance
aboke the ground.is unknown and variable. £

Aside from their value as scout ships, the mo-
dern military balloon, it is clalmed by experts in
aeronautics, can be made a tremendous instrument of
offence.. The silence. of their flight, the’ . possibility
that they can travel great distances, even.up in the
clouds, obscured from sight, anfl descend swiftly, like
an avenging angel, literally frdm out a  clear sky,
dropping their rain of deadly explosives and inflam-
mable torches upon a city or an army, make them
not only efféctive as destroyers, but is well caleulated
to inspire terror in the hardiest soldiers. :

Critics of military ballooning advocate the theory
that their use would be impracticable because of the
impossibility of carrying sufficient .equipment  of
shells and other munitions to make an effective bom-
bardment. It has been demonstrated by the balloons
now In use and equipped for modern warfare - that
light artillery can be. carried to”advantage and fired
with' great accuracy from the platforms of the air-
ships. .1t is admitted that, even in the case of thé
largest of the leviathans of the air, the carrying of &
great load .of ammunition is not practicable. But
deadly execution could be made in the most vulnefe
able points, such as the staff headquarters, base of
supplies, or line of -connection of an opposing army
inag tv’:r:ttbrlgt l!ti;jlne. 1'.l‘ha usg of draglines to which
may ached flaming torches or deadl 3¢
is another possibility opened up. ¥ bludgeon‘s

Twao of the aeronauts of the Aero Club of America,
Messrs. Post and Hawley, once witnessed in a balloon
ascension’ the terrible havoe wrought by a piece : of
barbed wire torn from a fence and dragged across a
field by their ‘guide rope. Suppose balloons were to
attack with strong wire guide ropes thrown out, to
which were attached- fire-spouting ~ and smoking
torches, at the same time an army on the ground w:
about to make an attack. The confusion into whigl:
an attack. of this nature would throw the hardiest
army may be easily imagined. The effect would be
particularly disastrous where horses as in an un.
limbered battery, were in the army thus attacked.

"Again advocates of the use of balloons in wae
point out the deadly effect a huge dirigible, propelling
at the end of a cable a deadly torpedo, could have on
battleships. With the present control, even, it would
be possible, for instance, under cover of night for a
balloon to approach high above the vessel silently
and‘ without lights. The torpedo could be dragged
along beneath the water, and let loose from its haw-
ser when it has acquired sufficient momentum and at
the moment of its impact with the sides of the vessel.
While the- airship soared away the torpedo would
corx&g}:%t}: dea. destruction. : v

loon “men-o’-war” could be most effective-

ly used, also, In harassing a tired army on the mareh.
A succession of sudden swoops from the sky, as un-
certain as they were silent, would effectually destrpy
the rest of the soldiers and in this-way almost No;g
less battles could be ‘won, S -
»




