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Mr. Sorby Pments an Extend.|to

ed Report'on His Re-
cent Mission.

Committee Think of Inviting|

Harbor Engineer From
Edst to Report.

The - committee appointed to consider
the Sorby report shrdlu hemrdlu rdluu
the Sorby harbor improvement scheme
met again in the City hall yesterday
morning, there being present Mayor Red-
femn, Capt. J. G. Cox, Ald: MacGregor,
Hayward and Brydon, Hon. B. W
Pearse, and Messrs. C. A. Holland hd
Burns, The report of Mr. Sorby, as pre-
sented, upon which thelfire was a lengthy

iscussi ras as follows:

B s W VICTORIA, Aug. 14, 1899,
To His Worship the Mayor, Chairman In-
vestigating Committee.

Sir: Reproposed improvements of Vie-
toria .Harbor: I have the honor to report
for the information of the committee ap-
pointed to investigate any scheme for the

cordance with the commnittee’s instructions,
dated the 30th May, directing me to pro-
cede to Ottawa and lay my proposition be-
fore the Federal Gevernment, I left Victoria
on the 31st May and duly arrived at Ottawa
on the 6th June.

I placed myself in. communication with
the city’s represemtatives, Messrs. Prior &
Earle, and Semator 'Mempleman, and with
them waited on the Denntr Minister of
Public Works (in the absence of the Hon.
Mr. Tarte), arranged an appointment, and
on the 8th, duly attended the Acting Chief
Ingineer of the Public Works Department,
¢nd la‘d the whole scheme before him,
depositing copies of the maps, charts and
estimates for the 'use of his department for
reference. 1 also attended Col. Anderson,
the Chief Engineer 0f the Marine and Fish-
«ries, laid the whole question before him,
dcpositing copies of the plans, charts and
cstimates for the use of his department.
Col. Anderson ‘expressed himself as being
entirely in favor of the scheme as most ad-
vantageous for the city of Victoria, and
that he would be'prepared to give the mat-
ter every -assistance in his power.

On the 9th I 'had an interview with the
Hon. Sir 'Louis "H. Davies, Minister of
Marine and 'Fisheries (introduced by Messrs.
I'rior and Earle), who received me with
every courtesy and carefully examined into
the details of the scheme. At the conclu-
sion of the interview he introduced me ta
the Hon. Mr. 'Fielding, Minister of Finance,
saying, “The questions ~-- consideration
are these: Can we under any circumstances
entertain the required quarrantee, and can |
we at this state of the session entertain
any fresh legislation?”” M~ Earle joined us
iu this esxference in the House, and it was
proposed that I-should attend a sub-com-
mittee ef ithe "Bxecutive, consist'nz of the
Premierand the two Ministers, and discuss
{he matter ‘with them prior to its beimg
brought wup in:Couneil,

On the 112th of June and following days
I attended WMr. A. Gobeil (Department Min-
ister of 'Public: Works), and Mr. E. D.
Defleur, Acting Chief Engineer, and fully
cxplained :torthem the details of the scheme,
and they both expressed themselves favor-
ably towards the matter. We examined
the Draft ‘Act (as laid before your com-
mittee), clause by clause, to the exteat of
about one-third, when appointments to con-
tinue were:made and postponed day by day,
but I foundiitiimpossible to make any fur-
ther progress with this department.

On the 14th I atfended the Hon. Mr. Sif-
ton, Minister of the Interiér (introduced by
Mr. Bostock), with reference to the Song-
hees reservation. I ‘proposed for his «can-
sideration that his department should lease
t» the Harbor Commissioners (as am :as-
sociate bramclf of the Public Works De-
pirtment), on'behalf of whomsoever it may
concern, the whole of this reservation on
terms based upon the gross costs of the re-
moval of :the ilndians and the-reinstate-
ment of them on another reservatiom, ithe
Commissioners to have the privilege to sub-
let and to 'have .the option of purchase.
He expressed ihimself in favor of the sug-
Zestion and referred me to papers recently
brought down to the House at the instance
of Col. Prior. These papers were placed
a' my disposal by Mr. Bostock, and Mr.
Sifton said he should be prepared to earry
out the pwopesitions therein stated. This
would enable :the {CommissivLers to make
favorable arrangements with the railway
and other interests, and effectually dispose
of all questions concerning the Indian res-
eryation to the :advantage of the city of
Victoria.

On the 15th I'had a short conference with
Mr. Blair, Minister of Railways, relative
tc the proposed ifuture extension of the rail-
ways along the water front and to the
outer wharf, -ete.

On the 19th I had a conference with Sir
C. Hibbert ‘Tuypper (by appointment) to
consider the (best :method to be adopted
10 urge the smatter upon the active attem-
tion of the #Government. He suggested
combined action amongst the whole of the
British Columbia :¥epresentatives. I sub-
sequently saw Mr. Bostock (Liberal Whip),
and he promised to make the necessary ar-
rangements,

On- the 21st L-attended, by appointment
at Montreal, to meet Wr. J. Kennedy, the
‘Chief Engineer of the Harbor Commis-
sioners (introdueed by Mr. G. A. Keefer),
I laid the matter fully before him and left
«eopies of the plams, <harts, etc., with him
so that in the evemt of ithe city deciding
to seek his opinion he would be better
prepared to take the matter up. He called
attention to the meeessity of providing
wharves of greater lemgth than I had
shown, and that this could be obtained by
reducing the width ef the harbor from
uorth to south at the eomsiderable saving
©f exeavating on roek. It also appeared
to him that the $250,000 nrovided for dams,
prmping out an overflow might be saved
by blasting under water, as he was doing
Aat Montreal. With infimite trouble and
courtesy he took me over the great work
he had in hand and explained the details
of the splendid mechanical appliances which
Yie had specially designed to handle the
rock and other materials he had to deal
with. I toek notes of the plant, its cost
and capabilities for future referenee and,
in a supplement, I have added some his-
torieal particulars of the evolution of the
harbor at Montreal as a guide as to what
We may expect here.

Mr. W. W. B. McInnes, M.P., suggested
that the passing of our proposed act would
!'e simplified if it could be made to embody
the wording of the Quebec Act, now before
tiie House, which in itself had been based
'Don the Montreal Act of 1894 In con-
sultation with Mr. Lefleur he entirely
figreed with the suggestion, especially as it
Was 8o late in the session. I therefore
Proceeded to redraft the act, using the
rinted wording of the Quebec Act and
2dopting as far as pessible the amendment
dlrteady ‘made by the Deputy Minister of
Public Works,

Not having heard from Sir Louls Dovies
} adressed him as follows:

RUSSELL HOUSE, Ottawa,

b 21 June, 1899.
e Hon: Sir Louis Davies, M.P., Minister
of Marine and Fisherfes., |,

'possible. I have the honor; etc.

'by you with respect to the proposed harbor

‘the
improvement of Victeria hagbor, that in ae-|©

T anpum

- expended under
isdiotiv s propused

e act? ;

to take the place of

aft Act, substituting

every possible particular. - ;

It was proposed by ourself and the Hon.
the Minister of Finance that I should have
the opportunity of la the matter before
a sub-commmittee of the Executive before
you brought it before the Council. I should
be glad of an early appointment that the
matter may be accellerated as much as

; THOMAS C. SORBY.
To which he replied as follows:

MINISTER OF MARINE AND
~ FISHERIES,
Ottawa, 22nd June, 1809.
My Dear Sir; I have your letter of 21st
inst., in which you submit an alternative
proposition to the ome previously advanced

improvements of Vietoria, B. C. As I
have already advised you, my own impres-
sion is that it is too late in the session to
take. this subject wup, more  especlally as

ﬁéﬂtﬁ,"‘lﬁ?

mainder of the session. However, I will
bring the matter before my colleagues at an
early day. Yours faithfully,

L. H. DAVIES.
Thos, C. Sorby, Esq.,

Russell House, Ottawa.

Not having heard from the Deputy Min-
ister of Public Works, { audressed him as
fellows: i .
RUSSELL HOUSE, Ottawa,

26th June, 1899.
A. Goebil, Esq., Deputy Minister of Public
Works,

8ir: I should dike to be informed whether
it is the intemtion of your department to
take up the act for the incorporation of
Commissioners for the improvement of the
karbor of Victoria? By the act it is pro-
posed to cenier upon the Comnmissiovers
powers to espraopriate the foreshore and to
investigate a «ertain plan for the proposed
imiprovements, to lay the same before the
Government For their approval.

To facilitate the matter, I have re-
modelled the :act, incorporating therein the
bulk of the act now before the House rela-
tive to the harbor of Quecbee, as introduced
by the Hon. the Solicitor-General, using
the Lands (Olauses Consolidation Act of
British Columbla, instead of the Pailway
Act, as before adapted to cur cust, aad
adding our own special financial require-
ments which are contingent.

‘The matter has beeu before your depart-|
ment for, I think, three years, and with
the ;promise of the Hon., the Minister of
Public Works to our members that the |
matter should be dealt with this session, |
I ‘have ‘been accredited to the Government ]
by the city of Victoria to do all in my|
power to ‘expedite the matter. I should,
therefore, be glad of some defimite am-
swer from your department for my guid-
ance ‘or to attend your appointment. I
am, etc., THOMAS C. SORBY.

On the 28th of June I received the fol-
dowing iletter from Sir Louis Dawvies:

MINISTER OF MARINE FISHERIES,
Ottawa, 28th June, 1899.

My Dear Sir: Reverting to my letter .of
the 22nd inst., in which I promised to lay
before my colleagues at an early day your
letter submitting your alternative proposi-
tion ‘with respect to the propesed harber
improvements at Victoria, 1 beg to say that
I havedone 50, aud I am now ins:ructed
to:say 1to.you that It will not he possible to
take either of your propositions into «caen-
sideration during the present sessien .of
Parliament. I therefore would advise you
to let the matter rest until Mr. Tarte’s re-
turn, when you can submit it directly to
him, and if it receives his endersement
may come before the Government at a fu-
ture day. Yours faithfully,

L. H. DAVIES,
Thomas C. Sorby, BEsq.,
Russell House, (ttawa.

I fully discussed this correspomdence with
cur members, with Senators Macdaonald
and Templeman and Messrs. Bostock .and
-McInnes, and finally we agreed upon a
memorandum and to wait upen Sir Louis
Davies and lay the same befome him .and
endeavor to affect some satisfaetory ar-
rangement. Mr. Bostock made the noces-
sary appointment, and on the 30th .June
Mr. Earle, Senators Macdonald and Temple-
man, .Messrs. Bostock and Riley attended
with me. He received us with every con-
sideration,.and we laid the following mem-
orandum before him:

MEMORANDUM RE. VICTORIA
HARBOR.

1. An .act .to incorporate a Beoard eof
Commissioners, three to be appointed by
the Government, the Mayor of the eity ex-
wificial «during his year of office, and omne
representing the Board of Trade or ship-
bing interest.

2. To take up and inquire into the wheole
question of harbor improvements, to take
eipent .and .ather evidence and report aand
submit suggestions to the Government.

8. An .adequate appropriation_ to meet
expenses .Ancidental to the efficlent carry-
ing out ©of the objects and intentions of
the act and to repay the municipality of
Victoria the costs already incurred in the
matter,

4. The Cammissioners to appoint sueh
temporany officers as may be necessary
fo;- the carrying out of the objects of the
ael

When I got to clause threé¢ he said: “It
is admitted that the prqposed works would
be very adwantageous the city of Vie-
toria, but what has Victoria itself done in
the matter? Montr2al haroor speat over
three and a half millions before it re-
ceived any assistance from the Government.
St. John, N. 8., spent $750,000 on its har-
bor before $t sought assistance from the
Government. These cities were in earnest
and had a wvery good claim for- our as-
sistance, but what have you done in Vie-
toria?” or words to this effect.

Senator Maedonald suggested that I
should draft a short Act in aceerdance with
the memorandum and discuss it with the
members, and Sir Louis undertook to lay
the matter before the Council on Monday,
the 3rd of July.

Senator Tempieman suggested that in
the event of the Government net being
able to introduce the Act this session, they
should send out a eommission of one or
more engineers to Imquire into the matter
and report for the information to the Gov-
erament. 3

I drafted the shorf Act as suggested and
forwarded it to the. Minister with the
following letter:

OTTAWA, 1st July, 1809.

The Hon. Sir Louis H. Davies, M.P., Min-
ister of Marine, Ete.

Sir: I have the honor to submit for your
consideration the draft of a short Act as
arranged yesterday for the ineorporation of
a harbor board for the port of Victoria.

On page 2, section 5, three Commissioners
are propesed to be appointed by the Gov-
ernor-in-Comneil,  the Mayor of Victoria
ex-officio and one to be elected by the mer-
cantile interests. The method.of election,

Sir: With reference to the
e proposed im-
Provements of the harbor of Victoria, which

antee and the $150,000
i Itions are | SeDee of security (the Comuwiesioners hiuving
| bo estate) gnd the absence of revenue (the

| Wharves belng private property), no im- |

- Quie ¢ before the House, In

{and is well known to the depariments of

fhem, ' would give ‘gren
‘the award of an arbitrator. =

_Borrowing powers (page 15). This pro-
‘vides the power to borrow, but in the ab-

mediate action could be taken involving

‘any .expenditure beyond the. funds avail- |

able, A board with such limited powers
- would be simply an initiatory board to ob-|
 tain complete data of the harbor as now
existing, to meet the mercantile jnterests
in conference and devi¥e a comprehensive
scheme, arrange with the municipality the
terms of .the security to be offered for the
loan and to report. to you the results eof
their labors in the usual way. If these re-
sults met your approval a short supple-
mentary act would place thc udertaking

on a going basis. " i
It has been usual to include in the es-
timates from ' $10,000 /to $15,000 per an-
um to be expended in Viectoria. No such
appropriation has been made during the
last two or three years, I would therefore
suggest that you should include such a
provision in this year’s estimates for the
burpose of this act, but whether such sum
should be dealt with as per sub-section 2
or otherwise, is a matter fur your deciston.
The damages and losses arising from the
lamentable accident at Point Ellice Bridge
in 1897 would g'es’-,,.verxf.hecv on the
“a while an e pre-

municipal revenue. The only way, there-
fore, of advancing this most important un-
dertalq.ng (which the city jhas so frequent-
ly urgged upon the, attention of the Gov-
ernment), would be (n the direction of this
small snggested appropriation, to be placed
at the disposal of the Commissioners for the
purposes of this act which I have the honor
to press mpon your most favorable con-
sideration. I have, etc., ete

THOMAS C. SORBY.

To which he replied as follows:
MINISTER OF MARINE AND
FISHERIES,

Ottawa, 4th July, 1899.
My Dear Sir: In reply to your letter

of the 1st of July, enclosing a draft of the
propesed bill to incorporate Commissioners
for the improvement of the harbor of Viec-
toria, I beg to.state that I brought the
subject before Council to-day and read
Yyour letter. The conclusion was that, con-
Sidering the importance of the subject and
proposed legislation and state of public
buginess now before Parliament, it will
be quite Impossible to give the matter the
ideration ry to enable the Gov-
ermment to reach any conclusion in time
for the passage of a bill this session. Yours
Caiithfully, H. DAVIES.

Themas C. Sorby, Esq.

I at once laid the matter before our mem-
bers .and Messrs. Bostock, Templeman and
4kiley, and endeavored, accompanied by the
two Jlatter, to again see the Minister. Al-
though we went to the Hoyse four or five
times; we were unable to see him, and |
fmally I arranged with Senator Temple- |
wan that he should endeavor to secure the!
prownise of the commission as before sug-
gested, and I left for Victoria ‘'on the 6th
of July. The following is the Minister’s
reply:

MINISTER OF MARINE AND

FISHERIES,

Ottawa, 22nd July, 1899.

My Dear Senator Templeman: 2T have
your letter of the 16th imst. with regpect
t» the contemplated improvements to Vie-
#cria harbor, known as the Sorby scheme,
and requesting that I would undertake to'
fhave the scheme thoroughly investigated
during this session by an engineer of my
wgpartment. In reply, I beg to say that
[ have already called upon Col. Anderson,
.my chief engineer, who has all the papers
and plans before him to make me a report
of his views upon the proposed improve-
ments and discuss with me the desirability
of adopting your suggestion. I cannot,
however, see that I should be justified in
sending a special engineer out there to
muke a report, inasmuch as the scheme
may be fairly considered as one more with-
In the province of the Department of Pub-
lic Works than mine—while the .contem-
iplated scheme involves matters under my
Jurisdiction as Minister of Marine and
Fisheries—still, being a great public work,
Mr. Tarte looks upon it as more immediate-
ly mnder his control. Yours faithfully,

L. H. DAVIES.

The delay in starting made it -so late
in the session before I could arrive at
‘@ttawa, and that, together with the ill-
ness of Mr. Tarte, made my chances of se-
curing legisiation this session very @iffi-
cult and uncertain; but I succeeded in
bringing the matter well before the Gov:
ernment and getting it thoremghly munder-
stood.

From my knowledge of what ﬁas taken
place in the gradual development of the
works :at Montreal, which had been mnder
the guiding hand of Mr. Kennedy for a
muniber «of years, I think it womld be well
for the city to obtain his opinion, both
for their own satisfaction amd alse that
they mmay .show the Governmeat that they
have taken all reasonable and proper steps
to satisfy themselves that the scheme
under cansideration is supported by inde-,
pendent authority of undoubted reputation. |

Mr. Kennedy is a special harbor autherity |

the Government immediately econcerned,
and also to our representatives im the |
House. Mr. Kennedy’s special experience '
might lead thim to suggest a procedare diff-
erent to that I recommend, leading to an
interehange of ideas and comparison of
calcalations that cannot be otherwise than
benefieial to the undertaking and satisfae-
tory to the public. I have the honor to be,
&ir, your eobedient servant,

THOMAS C. SORBY,

With reference to Mr. Kennedy's sug-
gestion of the sub-marine blasting, I would
base my ealuculations upon the following
data from Montreal: In the year 1897 1
find 18,146 cubic yards, consisting of “‘one-
third shale and two-thirds-trap rock, seamy
and diffiealt to drill,’”” were removed in
153 days. in water varying in depth from
27 to 34 feet, at an average cost of 79 cents,
or, including dredging and depositing on
the spoil bank, of $1.03 per cubic yard.
This gives 118 cubic yards per day to the
drill boat werking three drills for 11 hours
per day. On this basis it would take 1,696
days for onme boat to remove the estimated
quantity of rock from the fleor of Victoria
Larbor. This is exclusive of Laurel Point,
which could be proceeded with simultane
ously. The rock so removed would be of
little or no value for walling, for which
purpose I calculated to use it. We should,
therefore, have to purchase and bring in
ail that we required in addition to that
recovered from Laurel Point. This addi-
t‘onal material would be partly large rock
and partly concrete, that would have to be
set on a blasted and dredged foundation
under water, and partly under the super-
vision of a skilled diver at a very consid-
erable additional cost. The cribbing that
makes this process economical in Montreal
is not at present available here. I am,
however, making inquiries with reference
to certain foreign woods said to be proof
against the teredo and the price at which
they could be put down here. This might
have a very important bearing on the

"elggé ‘any further appropriation n*o%nﬁe ¥

| rence .and Montreal. The route offering the

|| ance for our harbor. What we ask s a

- of the
harbor, is cont aneous with the deep-
euing of the St.. Lawrence river, an :
to 1846 some $320,000 had been expended
on the new channe en work was sus-
pended and a mittee of engineers called
in. to report. The agitation for harbor
‘improvements dates from 1853, when the’
Commissioners obtained a report from
Messrs. Gzowski and Keefer and invited
a public discussion thereon, Public epin-
fon was very mueh divided, the Commis-
sloners desiring to make provision for in-
land docks in’ conmection with pertaanent
nwarehouses, with a view to diminishing the
cost of han@ing goods in their ‘tranship-
ment, involving, however, an enormous ex-
pénditure on canals and basins and locks
within the city area.

Fresh plans were prepared in 1854 and
statistics of the trade were published. The
size of ‘the vessels frequenting the harbor
had greatly increased, and the departure
from England was announced of vessels of
2,000 clty and 800 feet long

deepening of the channel to 20 feet, and
that the capacity of the harbor should be
increased, and further, that the matter
should be referred to a commission of en-
gineers to report on the improvements they
found necessary. These three engineers
made an elaborate and eareful report os
24th May, 1858, amnd exhaustively dealt
with all the various schemes and made
valuable suggestions based on their own
researches. Hverything that had been pro-
posed was opposed by one or another hay.
ing conflicting Interest, 'and finally all the
plans and all the reports previously re-
ceived .were referred to Mr. J. C. Traut-
wine. The broad question  was whether
inland docks or breast walls and open
basing in the stream were best adapted
tosthe commerecial needs of the port. Mr,
Trautwine examined the question from
every point of view and, in a most ex-
haustive report, advised against docks, “‘at
least at present.” .

In 1861 the improvement in wharfage
accommodation and deepening of the ship
channel was steadily followed by improve-
ment In the trade of the port. In 1857 the
number of vessels entering the port was
83, with a tonnage of 33,650. In 1861 the
vessels had increased to 274 and the ton-
nage to 128,717. The trade follows the im-
provements,

In 1866 vessels drawing 20 feet of water
Came up to Montreal, and the wharfage
le accommodate them had to be extended
te over three miles. There was now ample
proof that what had been accomplished at
Montreal by deepening the St. Lawrence,
and the proposition was to further deepen
the ehannel to 2714 feet. Another question
Presented itself to the export trade as to
“svhich was the most advantageous route
for the transportation of the products of
the West.” The Americans claimed the
route by the Great Lakes via Buffalo and
the Erie canal to New York: the Cana-
dians via the Welland canal, the St. Law-

greatest facilities must sooner or later
command the growing trade. .

In 1875 another commission of engineers
was instructed to review all that had been
done in the port and to prepare a plan
that should be, if possible, progressive, that
could be taken up by sections and be
capable of easy extension and rapidly
Liverpool and Glasgow - and other com-
Juissioners  visited Kingston, Toronto,
Huifalo, Albany, New York, and eventually
Liverpool and Glosgow and other com-
‘mercial centres. Their report was a valu-
able resume of colleciyd data, a review
of the trade of the port and the effects
likely to be produced by other develop-
‘ments and submitted seven plans showing
the harbor as ‘it was, how .it would be
when completed and the various stages
towards completion,

In 1897, up to which time the trade had
steadily increased as faeclilities fmproved,
the exportation of grain suddenly jumped
from 16,759,580 bushels to 22,755,946 bush-
els, again rousing attemtion to the neces-
sity for further harbor improvements. In
1881 the tonnage frequenting the harbor
had increased to 1,672,651 tons, and the
trans-atlantic vessels continued to grow
in size,

‘The proposal to deepen the channel from
25 to 27% feet at the public expense, as a
‘national undertaking, ‘raised a storm of
:opposition from Quebec and Hamilton, and
the discussion lasted for six years.

The interest on the channel debt had
risen to $91,385 per annum, which had to
be .met out of the current revenues of the
sharbor. ‘‘This presses,” the Commission-
ers :sald, ‘‘very seriously upon us in the
way of harbor improvements. It is to be
hoped that the Government will come to
our relief, not-as a maticr of favor, but
of justice, the channél being, as we think,
as much a Dominion work as rajlways or
canals. We do not get, nor have we asked
from the Government, one cent of assist-

free channel and every harbor to assume
their own responsibilities,”” This debt was
subsequently assumed by the Government
on completion of the channel in 1888 to
20% feet deep, and the revemue relieved
of this annual liability.

An improvement in business, which took
place in 1886, proved that the time had
arrived when it was imperative to meet
the requirements of the harbor. and Mr.
Kennedy, toc eomawmission engineer, was
requested to pieparc a progressive plan of
harbor improvemynts in order to meet pres-
ent necessititics pendiug the report of the
flood Commissioners. In 1888 the harbor en-
gineer, Mr. Kenncdy, and Mr. St. George,
the eity surveyor (as representing the pre-
vention of floods ques:‘o)s, submitted a
Joint report, accompanied by sir p'ans,
with estimates and costs.

Finally the Minister of Pubiic Works di-
rected Mr. Perley, his chief engineer, to
take all the varicus schemcs into iis ¢on-
sideration and report thereon for Lis in-
formation. The result was a most eiaborate
report,, dated 17th November, 150, and
an entire approval of plan N. 6, pre-
pared by Mr. Kennedy, and the Commis-
sioners were authorized Lo borrow $1,000,-
000. Considerable delay arosc in tbe set-
tlement of the system of wharves to be
adopted, but in 1898 the matter was finaily
approved and the Government wasg em-
powered to advance $2,000,000 at § per cent.
to carry the work nto exeeution.

The Government aid is confinnl to the
assumption of the channel debr jfn 1888
and the advance of varions suius at laler-
est. The total bonded debt.at present is

522,000, on which the average rate of
interest is .4 1-6 peér cent. The Govern-
ment having'yet to furnish $2,700.000 urder
existing legislation, and $659,,00 is sti'l
due from the city of Montreql for joint
works as agreed.

The American government has now a
rival scheme under counslderation to shor.-
en the waterways from the Great Lakes
to Albany and New York and reduce the
rates. The proposition is to cut a scries of
canals 840 feet wide and 30 feel dcep from
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, and from
Oswego through Lake Onelda and the

general powers, harbor tracks and lnes,
by-laws, rates, eic., are reproduced from

method of construction. Building in the
dry would otherwise secure altogether bet-

-{ work. | The teredo would honeycomb or-

B At R ; g
the Boa "’#tf? Trad e |

by Engineer :

against stone re-

«cost and risk being

not always known what

kind of bottom the crib was to rest on.
The teredo was another dapgerous fac-
or which had to be counted on in erib

ry. wood. Nothing had yet been found
to counteract its destructiveness. He es-
timated the cost of cribbing at $2,308,-
.oog_nms.dant% revertment walls s;t
24,000, an € conereting at 5®
300,000, Continuing, he recommended
that two other shipping men be added
'to'the committee. He also recommended
ry wall, in this Mr. Pearse and
. Hayward were not in accord.
| In ‘a reply to a communication, Engi-
eer Kennedy, of Montreal, wrote stat-
ing his willingness to report on . the
cheme, or to personally visit Victoria
‘and examine into the scheme at the reg-
‘ular fee of $50 a day.

After a lengthy discussion in which
Ald. Hayward remarked that he thought
it best to employ an engineer to receive
a general opinion, at a cost of $1,500,
‘than spend it on borings. It was decid-
ed on the suggestion of Mr. Sorby to ask
Mr. Kennedy and €ol. Anderson, of the
department of marine, what data they
required to report on the scheme.

The meeting then adjourned.

Socia! Evening.—Columbia ILodge, I.
0. O. ¥., after initiation ceremonies last
evening, enjoyed a banquet laid in
Caterer Pottinger’s best style.

\ SRR S T
Will Not Move.—The econstruction of
the new Williams block on Yates streef
will not interfere in any way with Mr.
D. R. Pottinger’s provision store. The
building oecupied by Mr. Pottinger is on
different property and he has a long
lease of it.
N, WSS

High Values.—The sample of bornite
ore from the ‘Copper Queen claim of the
Van Anda company was assayed yester-
day, with the following result: Gold, .22
0z, ($4.40); . silver; 138 oz. ($8.28); cop-
per, 41.2 per’cent. per ton. ‘The ore was
taken from the 350-foot level.

SR
Company Promotions. — Lieut.-Co!.
Gregory has been pleased to approve of
the following promotions in No. 2 Com-
pany: To be corporal, Bombr. S. W.
Bodley, vice Clark, resigned; to be bom-
bardier, Leading . Gunner H. Gartley,
vice Bodley, promoted; to be leading
gunner, R. Short, vice Gartley, pro-
moted.

SRR LAREE
Delegates  Chosen.— Messrs. Fred.
Carne and Andrew Strachan have been
appointed delegates from Court Van-
couver to the district meeting of the
A. O. F., to be held on the third Monday
in Oectober. A committee of eight has
also been appointed to act with a similar
committee from ‘Court Northern Light
to arrange for a banquet to be tendered
the visiting delegates.
PTG SR
Railway Work.—A correspondent of
the Colonist at Duncan City writes that
both the Kaslé & Slocan and C. P. R.
have graded their lines through that
town, and have gangs of men at work
for twelve miles up the river. The
C. P. R. are also clearing a right-of-way
five miles beyond Duncan City. Half a
mile of piling has been driven. for the
Kaslo & Slocan across the lower end of
the lake, and the pile-driver is mow at
work on a 500-foot wharf for the com-
any. A similar wharf is to be built for
the C. P. R. Mr. G. O. Buchanan is
about ready to start his sawmill. ~
sl a Y

A Mother’s Appeal.—The Colonist has
received the following letter, with the re-
quest that it be published: * For a long
time I have been seeking information as
to the fate of my son, Mark Neumayer,
whether living or dead. To all persons
who have ever known my son—to the
companions of his boyhood, or friends of
later years—I appeal for information as
to when and where last seen or heard
from, no matter how long agb. To news-
paper proprietors willing to iassist a dis-
tressed mother to clear the mystery of
her son’s disappearance, I appeal, with
a request to publish this article. Mrs.
L. Neumayer, Portland, Oregon.”

—_— -

Yon Yonson.—The only Swedish com-.
edy-drama that has ever been an out-
and-out money-winner is the ever favor-
ite “Yon Yonson,” which comes to the
Victoria theatre October 10, under the
direction of Messrs. Thall and Kennedy.
“Yon Yonson” is now in its ninth eon-
secutive season, and is still as popular as
it was the first year of its production.
Not since the death of Gus Heege has
the part of “ Yon” been played as ifc is
this year. - Arthur Donaldsen is by birth
a Swede, and has had a long experience
upon the stage, having made his first
appearance with the Royal Stock Com-
pany in Stockholm many years ago.

PREMIRRE 8 0 et

The Game Act Cases.—There was
another hearing of the charge against
P. T. Patton, charged as manager of the
British Columbia Cold Storage estab-
lishment with having game unlawfully in
his possession. It will be remembered
that last week, on the strength of a
search warrant, officers found some 90
quail and a pheasant in cold storage.
Informations on two different charges
were made out against the manager, and
the first case, that dealing with the
pheasant, was proceeded with in _couri
yesterday morning, Mr. Frank Higgins
appearing for the defence and Mr. J. S.
Yates for the crown. Mr. Patton dis-
claimed all knowledge of the pheasant
being in storage, and furthérmore
claimed he was only acting as a servant
for the company. Decision in the case
was reserved until Monday. The quail
charge came up in the afternoon, but
was remanded until Tuesday next to
allow Mr. Yates to loek up some authori-
ties. "

B S
(From Friday’s Daily Colonist.)

Harvest Services.—At. St. Luke's,
Cedar Hill, last evening, the annual har-
vest festival was celebrated.

S BRI

Fast Travelling—Mr. F. W, Stubbs
on Monday received a letter that was
posted in Chester, England, on Septergl-
ber 6, having occupied just 12 days in
making the trip.

A Sad Mission.—Mr. J- H. Rogers,
local agent of the Great Northern rail-
way, accompanied by his sister, -Mrs.. ¥,
H. Burt, - arrived from San Francisco
on the steamer Queen on Wednesday,
having a few days previously attended
the funeral of their mother. Mr. Rogers
was called South on account of the ill-

n
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Tacoma, will succeed
city. : 5 :

Again Ablaze.—The big light over the
Olympic range that attracted so much
attention a few nights ago was visible
again last night. I
be a very large one.

Just One Drunk.—Only a drunk oc-
cupied the docket of the ecity police

$2.50, or givén the option of serving a
term of five days -in prison. o

B Py S —

Help  Appreciated.—Mrs,  Pendray,

president of the Ladies’ Aid, of the Met-

ropolitan church, -wishes to 'thank all

whot so kindly contributed towards the
success of the harvest festival.

Public Meeting.—His Worship the
Mayor has called a public meeting for
next Wednesday evening, to take into
consideration the report of the ecitizens’
‘committee on the Point Roberts ferry
proposal,

e Qe
Courting Danger—Wing Lee, a washee
man on Yates street, has been summon-
ed to appear in court to-day, for having!
the stove-pipes in his laundry running!'
too close to the woodwork of the build-
ing.
e (e w
Deatn o( Mrs. Shewan.—The death
oceurred yesterday at the family %-ﬁ‘si-
dence, 203 Douglas street, of Mrs. Will-
iam Shewan, a native of Lanecashire,
Kngland, aged 71 years. She leaves a
husband and two sons, and a daughter,
Mrs, Carey, of Seattle,

Adams - Lambeth.—A pretty wedding
ceremony was performdd at 68 Dallay
road, on Wednesday evening, when Mr.
Walter Adams was unifed in matrimony
to Miss Olive Lambeth. 'The knot was
tied by the Rev. F. Payne. A large
gathering of friends and relatives were
present, ¢

——-———.0—.—.—_

Former Victorian Killed.—A despatch
from Kamloops says: *“ Dick O’Rourke,
one of the best known residents of the
Nicola 'valley, was thrown from his
wagon and was instantly killed, his skull
being smashed in coming in contact with
a big rock.. Deceased was a brother of
Ed. O'Rourke, of Quilchena, and has
been a resident of the Nicola valley for
many years. He formerly lived in Vic-
toria.”

R

Financial Success.—The Secretary of
the Arion Club advises having forwarded
to the Ladies’ Auxiliary Society of the
Jubilee hospital a check for $180, being
the proceeds of the open-air concert ’flven
last Monday night at Oak Bay. here
were also deposited in the collection box-
es a horn button and a ticket good for
one drink at the Brown Jug. These have
been retained by the Secretary for his
personal use,

PIREE G L

Victoria Choral Union.—At a general
meeting of the Vietoria Choral Union
held on Wednesday evening, it was de-
cided that in view of Mr. Greig’s regret-
ted illness no work would be undertaken
during the coming season unless Mr.
Greig should be able to continue his
duties as conductor. The present offi-
cers and committees were re-elected, and
will take charge of affairs until the mem-
bers are called together again. .

e ¢
Minister’s Visit.—Sir Henri Joly, min-
ister of inland revenue, Lady Joly and
party will arrive from Vancouver this
evening, and spend Snturdn.y_and prob-
ably Sunday as well in the city. Dur-
ing their stay Sir Henri and Lady Joly
will be the guests of the Lieutenant-
Governor and Mrs. McInnes at Govern-
ment House. The local Liberal asso-
ciations have made arrangements to
entertain the party during their stay.
They will be shown all the points of in-
terest in the city and suburbs.

i Ve

Juvenile Reformatory.—The arrival of
five boys at the provineial reformatory
last evening to serve . terms for petty
thefts committed at Vancouver, makes
nine inmates at present in that institu-
tion.  Althotigh the reformatory is not
by any means what it should be—a place
where boys could learn some kind of a
trade—Warden Hansen does the best hg
ean.  The boys are given six hours
schooling every day, and in the majority
‘of cases a big improvement is brought
about. Upon the inmates rests the duty
of keeping the place clean, and each day
they are allowed a certain amount of
recreation. Prison rules are not adopt-
ed, the boys being up early, and they are
not locked up on the going down of the
sun, as are their elders in -the building
adjoining. :

Sl

Farewell Smoker.—The non-commis-
sioned officers and men of the Fifth regi-
ment held ‘a meeting at the drill hall last
evening to arrange for a farewell to the
non-commissioned officers and men of
the R. M. A., who shortly leave for Eng-
land. 1t was decided that the enter-
tainment should take the form of a
smoking concert, the date for which the
officer commanding the R. M. A. will be
asked to fix. The committees of the
three companies and the sergez.mts’ mess
and band will meet this evening to ar-
range for the affair. ‘The picnic com-
mittee reported a surplus of $34 and a
number of prizes on hand. The prizes
were passed to the sports and games
committee, who will arrange competi-
tions for them in the gymnasium during
the winter.
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AN OLD WARSHIP.

Movements of the Ganges; One of the
First Ships on This Station.

The following from the Army nn‘d
Navy Record concerning H. M. S.
Ganges will interest many of the old~
timers, who will remember her dux'-mg
the years she was on - this station.
Ganges harbor was named after this old.
warship, and Fulford harbor after her
eéommander, Capt. Fuiford:

“ Now that the training ship Ganges
has reached Devonport on her way to l_ler
new home at Harwich, East Angl}an
readers may be interested in knowxqg
that this ‘old wooden wall—for she is
really old—has a displacement of 3,594
tons, was laid down at Bombay, May,
1819, was built of teak and was launched
on the 10th of November, 1821. She
was- not fitted out for sea at Bombay,
but arrived at Portsmouth in Oectober,
1822, where she was fitted out as an
84-gun ship. She served several com-
missions abroad, the last from 1857 to
1861 as flagship in the Pacific. In 1866
she arrived at Falmouth, where, exeapt
for an occasional visit to Devonport, she
has been ever since.”

BEdward Bulwer ‘I'Jytton Dickens, son
of the novelist, has been appointed a

Mohawk to the Hudson river.
The superior advantages and facilitieg

ness of his mother, and she died shortly
after hig arrival. Mrs. Burt will re-

bush fire it must

court yesterday morning. He was fined|

rabbit inspector by the New South Wales| Jeffo

Placer Mlnhmﬂow 8

No More Cutting of Rates--Con-
tracts Let for Trall =
Mm. i

Dawson advices up to the 5th v
were received through the arrival of the

Danube last night. : B

From the Yukon Sun it is learned that ” ;
United States Consul McCook will leave
during this month for the outside, and
will return to Dawson ' over the ice.
Vice-Consul Roland -Morrison will be im
charge of the office during the consul’s:
absence.

Mr, Green, €. B, is surveying a 2%
mile concession on Indian river for the
British-Canadian Gold Fields Co. The
property is close to the Yukon, and was
recorded almost three years ago . by .
Frost & McGregor. It is considered
one of the best hydraulic propositions
the Yukon, and considerable’ op+
ment work will be done on it this winter.

Suitable machinery and supplies will be
provided for the beginning of work.

Odilon Cadieux accidentally shot'and
killed himself on the 30th of last month..
He was living in a tent and had been
cleaning two guns, oné of which he had:
taken apart. The other, a rifle, was in.
some way discharged, the ball taking
effect in his chest. ' He staggered out of”
the tent a few feet and fell dead. Chris.
Cadieux, of the Ottawa hotel, who came:
from Quebec province last year, is a
brother of the deceased. i

The upper river steambodt companies
have come to an agreement on passenger-
rates, and there will be no more cutting.
The rate agreed upon is that established
by the Flyer line and _some of _the
smaller boats at the opening of naviga-
tion last spring, and this.line promises
that there will be no advance on these
rates. 'The schedule took effect on Sep-
tember 1, and is: First-class to Sound
points, $150; second, $100; first-class.
to Bennett, $115; second, $72.50; first-
class to White Horse, $90; second,.
$52.50. i

The British America*Corporation hav-
ing closed out their whole Lower Yukon
business, will now confine their opera-
tions to British Columbia.

Contracts are now lat tqr thg com-
pletion of the Dominion trail a distance-
of 33 miles. The last 22 miles is to be-
built by Patterson & Cleveland, J. H.
Sealey and J. H. Sutton at $1,900 per-
mile. The portions to be built by each:
of these parties have not yet been clearly
settled. This trail will be finished in less:
than three weeks, and just as soon as the
engineers finish their work on the Do-
minion trail or road, they will go to work
laying out the road up Bonanza and:
Hunker creeks.

There is now in Dawson under bond
about 4,000 barrels of beer, the Pabst
Brewing Company, of Milwaukee, alone
having 2,000 barrels. The A. E. Com-
pany have- something like 500 barrels,.
and ‘the Ames Mercantile Company has:
as much more, and there are severak
smaller lots. With a permit to ron &
brewery, Dawsonites would have an un-
limited supply of this beverage for at
least this winter.

There are only a few creek cliims on
Dominion doing any work. Most of
them are closing:down. Some of the hill-
sides were still working. The lower half
of 5 below upper Discovery is doing good
work. 3

On the upper half and next to this
claim Donald Frazer and Frank Newton.
are doing well, 2

o————_—— ’

ON DOMINION AND HUNKER"

CREEK.

At present there is a general scatter to™
the hills for firewood, and judging by the-
activity being displayed in this direction
there is going to be a hot time on Hunker, .
Dominion and Gold Run this winter. Every
one is confident that there is going to De
good work done this winter, as the pay
has now been well located on these creeks
and as a consequence there will not be as
much dead work done as last winter. In
fact, everyone is looking forward to plenty
of work, and the biggest clean up in the
Klondike, /

The road houses are all making prepa-
rations for. a good winter’s travel, most
of them enlarging their present accommo-
dations and in other ways looking after
the welfare of their coming customers.

Last Chance is looking up good pay on
the benches, and the latest is a new strike
on the creek. ; .

Peter Gosselin and his partners on No. 9
from the mouth, claim to have struck a new
run of gold and distinet from the lead
worked last winter. They have a shaft
down 26 feet and have got rich prospects.
On the strength of this strike the adjoining
claim owners are putting down holes.
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THE BIGGEST YET.

“Dad” of Klondike Nuggets Found oz
Eldorado Creek Recently.

The dad of Klondike nuggets was brought
down from Eldorado Saturday night, and
is now on exhibition at the Klondike Hotel,
suys the Klondike Sun. It weighs 72
ounces and 8% grains, and is worth $16
per ounce, or $1,158. Its extreme length is
5% inches, width 2%, inches by 2% inches
thick at the heavy end and:tapers down to
about 1% inches at the small end. It shows
a good deal of quartz. This is the largest
nugget- ever found in the Klondike, and
wag taken about a month ago by Peter
George and Lewis Swanson, who had been
given all they took out of the claim for
representing it.  They have now taken owut
84 ounces and $10 besides the nugget
brought down Saturday. This claim has
been known as a blank on Eldorado, not
because it was an absolute blank, but be-
cause the rich pay streak usually found in
that ereek had not been located. John Nel-
son and Harry gmlth bought a half inter-
est in it two years ago, paying $12,000.
The work done this summer would indicate:
that big pay was there, as in adjoining
claims, Several large pleces of gold have-
been taken out of Bonanza and Eldoradeo-
valued at $500 to $600, but fhis is the dad:
of the bunch. ;

Pnenmonia Downs Pugilist.—Peter-
Jackson, the famous has-been champion,
was taken to the Jubilee hospital last ev-
ening on‘the order of his medical attend-
ant, Dr. Frank Hall, for treatment for-
pneumonia. He has been a very sick
man’ for some time past, since shortly
after’ his advent in British Columbia, .
and his hippodrome exhibitions with-
rds, and his condition new is suf-

government. . He ‘was formerly a mem-
ber of the colonial parliament.

ficiently serious as to plarm all interested
in him,
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