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he Rival Clansmen
A Smm_nuenaém.

CHAPTER XXI.

A DARK DERD-—A WELL-KNOWN VOICE—A
LONG JOURNEY— THE WITCH OF
BEN-LAIR IN DANGER.

« “The old hag deserves what -she'll

ry who spoke.

‘¢ And more; death’s toogood for her,”
-veplied his companion, who con-
. continued—*‘She has ruined both the

Caterans and the M'Kenzies by her pry-

ing and by her chattering. Instead of

Droghdairch being able to live at home,

among society, and tell us whenever

there was anything to be lifted and as-

sist us to do it, he has now to fly like a

hunted “outlaw before the soldiers and

thp M L ;_and it's been all done by
- tll:llul‘glﬁh oibE::JAir. Curse her, she
sho ve' dragged through

lach before to-night.” e
“ There’s been notling worth done for

a while,” returned , who probably

had his eye on gain; “but I tgink the

Chief P‘f’ well for this work if we

can dﬁ'a it 1:1:]0] . :

. “ Droghdairch always pays well,” re-
ied.the other; “and upfor this "work
ing done well, I'll answer for that.

She s sure to be in her hut on a night

like this, and if we. don’t cut the old
~ witch up and roast her, it will because

the devil is on her side.”

- But are you quite sure, Donald,that
she may not work a spell upon us, or
call in the assistance of evil spirits ? I
don’t know, but I almost think she has
cast glamour over tho Caterans of Ben-a-
Chrui already ; for ever since'the night
Cameron met her when taking young
M’Leod to the old ruin on the Holy Isle
everything has “gons against us. The
M'Leods have twice defeated us—once
in the corrie, and last night at Skerry-
vach.”

This was intelligence tc
caused him to thrill with joy.
feared as to the result of the stru
when he left his clansmen engaged
the Caterans; now he lea Y
owh mouths, though they knew it not,
that the Caterans had suffered defeat.
But he was about to get imformation
which would move him more. Hush !

““ True, Rory; but do not forget how
many of the M’Leods the Caterans have
caused to sleep at the bottom of Loch
Maree since that night. . That was the
end of the struggle in the corrie of Ben-
Slengach ; that night crushed them ;
that*broke old Malcom's heart, and sent
him him to his last account. A rare
stroke of the Caterans that, Rory, and I
delight in it all the more that the thought
was mine. It was my thought to scut-

tle the boats; and when young M Ken-y
zie came down the glen and learnedwhat
I had caused to be done, he hugged me
to his breast with joy, and put shining
gold into my hand.”

It was with no ordinary effort that
Hector succeeded in restraining himself
from rashingfor d and cutting down
tle villain. “flere was the demon in hu-
man shape whose mind, filled with
thoughts hellish as the archfiend’s, had
suggested the infernzl scheme which had
caused such an overwhelming disaster to

e M’Leods, and had truly—too truly,
alas !—broken ‘‘old Malcolm’s heart,”
and sent him to his grave. If, from the
first moment oar hero had gathered from
their conversation that they intended
the murder of the Witch of «Ben-Lair,
these ruffiane, and especially the one who
had just spoken, had any chance of es-
capinig the sword of the man who follow-
ofl them, that chance-was gone now. No
mait could be the instigator of a caiamity
. like that which had befallen the M’-
Leods, and”boasting of it in Hector’s
presence be allowed to live. Now he
was glad he had followed the rufiians—
glad because he would be able, God help-
ing him, to save the Witch of Ben-Laiwr
from their lawless attack, and bees
he would be able to execu
vengeance upon the villain who hai
avowedly wrought him so muchn y
who had rendered so many cl

wild awesome_ spot— e

young Chief would have revealed

presence, and would dashed upon themn,
i he: ras’ anxious to

to where

g 1e —look, Rory,”
suddenly said otie of the men.

M’Leod also locked {forward, and saw
about a hundred yards in front of thé
two ruffians & dark object like a hut,
through one of the windows of which
emanated a fecble ight.
gorge seemed to open out her
level space, at one side o
the hut, while the mou
three thousand fee
smooth and perpend a
A mountain torrent dashed do
face of the rocks and through the gorge
with a loud rushing nois

“ Is. that the place?” inquired
_other in 4 slightly tremulous voice,

¢ It is ; you're not afraid of the work,
are you ?”

Whether Rory actually felt afraid is
an open question, but he replied that he
was not.

¢ Come,” he continued—**come, Don-
ald, let us break in upon her at once,and
be done with it.” -

¢ Ready !"” was the response, and they
crossed the clearing and advanced to-
wards the hut.

Hector; cautiously followed, but did
not emerge into the open space until they
had reached the door. They did not
pause to knock, but a loud crash an-
nounced that the door had been burst
open, and the figures of the ruffians dis-
appeared within.§

Then did M’Leod bound after them,
but, quick as .he was, he was none too
soon ; for, ere he could reach the door,’a
woman’s wild despairing cry for help
‘was raised, and the trampling of feet and
deep oathsjand curses had told that the
villains had begun their wmurderous
work. .

—_————
The Praying Woemen.

The Montreal Witness says: What 'is
more remarkable than the spread of the
women's temperance movement in the
‘United States, is the sinoccre respect
which has beert manifested towards it by
the secular press, and by the reporters
who have spread the news of it over the
continent. Of all the people in the
world, those with least reverence are
American reporters, and yet no ‘spirit of
raillery has prevailed in their dealjng
with this singular crusade. Those writ-
ors whose contempt is manitest ia every
line when discussing or describing
Women’s Rights Conventions, seem pol-
emnly to bow to the earnestness of this
uprising. Those who would have despis-
ed a revival of religion, have few words of
scorn for a course of action which, tho’
it cannot but have objectionable features,
and sets itself at times above law, yet
finds its warrant in the consciencs of the
nation. Women who demand the sul-
frage arg.patronizingly stroked down or
up, leé'ding to the taste of the writer ;

.| Mess men
s |study their own interests by

W s , - :
' NEW“SPRING‘DRESS GOODS

1

2

THE

L)

Has just received the

3 Cases plain Dress Goods ; o
Striped Dress Goods, something new ;

Real Thread Laces and

b

GEORGE JEFFREY, WYNDHAM STREET, GUELPH,

first of his Spring Importations per steamship Corinthian, consisting of

1 case Plain Silks, all new colors ;
1 case Striped Silks, cheapest goods in town.

'ALSO, ABEAUTIFUL ASSORTMENT OF o 5
French Kid Gloves from the best makers in the World

To be sold at reaso:;a.ble prices.

GHORGE JEHFFREY. GUHLFE

LION

Direct Importer, Guelph.

THE LION

TLARGE ARRIVALS tSPRING GOODS

FEROM BRIL.ALIN I

Worth 16c,

1000 pieces of Prints at 12} cents,

AT THE GOLDEN LION.:

Golden Lion, Wyndham Street, Guelph.

J. D. WILLIAMSON.

but women'who demand the stoppage of
a traffic which is the acknowledged bane
of our race, receive litt'e but encomage.
ment from all that calls itself respectable.
While we join witk the many who side
with the praying women in_heartily
wishing them God speed, we may express
gratitude to Him who has already given
them such startling success, and hope
that it may be permanent. There is
certainly the need for such a crusade
here, whether we have the women for it
or not. We are not prepared to urge
our Christinn ladies to cony, in all par-
ticulars, what has been done in Ohio,
but the remarkable success of those
ladies suggests the serious enquiry
whether ours have not some mission in
the premises.
e

Leather, chemically considered, is ox-
hide of beef.

What is the difference between a far-
mer and a bottle of whiskey? One hus.
bands the corr, and the other corns the
husbands.

To Business Men.

The cirenlation of the Mer
cury and Advertiser being
nearly five times that of any
other paper published in the
County of Wellington, busi-
and others would

advertising in the Mercury and

' | Advertiser.

FACTS FOR ADVERTISERS .
In this, as in everything cise, the best
papers will command tho best prices. It
is cheaper to pay bs. for inserting yeur
advertisements in a journal having a cir-
culation of 5,000, than to pay 2s. for one
that.has only a circulntion of 1,000, Of
this you may be sure, thatany journal
that inserts advertisements too cheap, is,
in fact, an almost worthless medium, If
yood one, it would have

its prices, for its sheet

would be better filled without the sacri-

fice. You may lay it down as a rule that
every journal knows its value, and thot

e |if it adopts low prices it is because it is

conscious that it has a low eirculation in
number or respectabilty.—Wilson's Hand.
book for Advertisers.

THOS. WORSWICK

MANUFACTURER OF

MACHINISTS’ TOOLS

Complete, with best modern attachments.
STEAM ENGINES

Of a superior class, with variable cut off,
Also gheap Portabloand Stationery Engines,
the smaller siZes of which are desizgned for
Printing Offices, and othersrequiring small
power.

Jobbing will Receive Carefal
; Attention.

THOS, WORSWICE,
Guelph, Ont.
Deo.17,1878. d&wit.

Rich Farming Lands
For sale VERY CHEAP by the

O Paic Rarad Company

The Best Investment ! No Fluctuati
Always improving in Value !

The wealth of the C)uneri is'made by the
advance in Real Estate.

NOW IS THH TIMH

MILLIONS OF ACRES

Of the finest lands on the Continent, in
Eastorn Nebrasks, now for »ale, Many of
them never before in Market, at prices that
Defy Competition.

Five and Ten years crelit given, with in.
terest at 8 per cent.
The Land Grant Bonds of the Company
taken at par for lands. 5= Full particulars
ven, new Guide with new Maps mailed
roe.
THE PIONEER
A bandsome illustratel paper, containing
the Homestoad Law, sent free to all parts
of the world. Address
0. F.DAVIS,

Land Commissioner U, P. R. R.,

ALTERATION = PREMISES

GOODSsS SEILLLLING

REGARDLESS OF COST.

B Ol X' HOAN

IN,ORDER TO CLEAR OUT THE BALANCE OF HIS
IMMENSE STOCK OF .

DRY GOODS

¢ HAS RESOLVED "

On and after Saturday, the 8rd
of January, 1874,

TO OFFER FOR ONE MONTH HIS ENTIRE STOCK

REGARDLESS OF COST

THE GOODS HAVE ALL BEEN BOUGHT AT THE LOWEST CASL

PRICES, AND IT WILL WELL REPAY ANY ONE TO

- .SEE OUR GOODS BEFORE PURCHASING.

NOTE THE FOLLOWING LINES

Good Factory Cotton for 9 cents;

Good Bleached Cotton for 8 cents ;

Horrockses Cotton for 10 cents. See them

Scarlet Flannel for 23 cents.

White Flannel for 25 cents.

Shirting Flannels, good patterns, for 26 cents
a yard, well worth 45 cents.

Winceys for 9c, rare value.

Dress Goods in Findless Variety
at any price.

MANTLES AND SHAWLS WILL BE SOLD T0 SUIT
EVERY ONE.
SHEETINGS, T8

QUI
WINDOW HOLLANDS, CLOUDS,
CROSSOVERS, &e. &e. &o

BLANKETS,
LACE CURTAINS,
BREAKFAST SHAWLS,

Ladies, the above Goods can all be seen by cnllinglu
THE CASH STORE,
Upper Wyndham Nireet.

No goods advertised but can be seen. Giveusa call. :
RICHARD CLAYTON,

Guelph, Jan. 3, 1874 UPPER WYNDHAM STREET

Co-Operative Store.
ARRIVAL OF NEW GOODS

OUR NEW TWEEDS

Were selected from six different houses, therefore. we have a choice lot to choose
from. ‘We employ a Tailor,

NEW COTTONS

Horrockses Bleached Cottons,soft finish ; also, Linen finished Cottons, ‘all prices,
Dundas and Lybster Cottons in stock.

NEW PRINTS

Hoyles & Ashton’s Faney Prints will be offered at 12} cents per yard.

NEW BOOTS AND SHOES

For style,finish and durability will be found superior to former years.
Ladies Prunella Boots 75¢ per pair.y

_J. C. MACKLIN & Co.

GUELPH, March 2,1874

2

121bs. of Good Bright
Sugar for $1.

CHOICE IMPERIAL

New Crop Teas 50c. per b

J. . McEHILDERRY
2 DAY’S BLOCK,

THE NOTED TEA HOUSE

FRESH FISH

RECEIVED DAILY PKR EXPRESS.

Frésh Haddock,

Fresh Cod, Fresh Flounders,”

&

‘e 66 “  Herrings, a ¢ Salmon Trout,
&

Fresh Oy

Lobsters,
¢ -Speckled Trout, v ?'s, cans fall.

KER,

HUGH W/
e - Wyndham-st., Guelph.

aw

ml4-dwdm Omaha, Neb.

Guelph” Feb, 19, 174,




