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lale of Mystery

CHAPTER XXIII.

TRAPPED.

The calculations which
had made as-to the probable actions
of the singularly
shrewd and accurate; ang the mo.-
ment he had left them they set to
work to plan out their best course of

the Count

two sisters were

action.

¢ What
Daphne ?’

¢ It is impossible to say yct,” was
the reply. ¢ He has probably gone
away to think over 1 e new position
and to make some frcsh plans, He
won’t give in without a big effort;
and much of that effort will depend
upon hcw far he thinks he can get off

does he mean to do,

scot {ree from any investigation into
the murder of the Indian. If he is
sure that my conviction will be secur-
ed without any risk to himself, my
arrett will take place within five min-
He will bring the first police-
man he meets up here,’

*Oh, Daphne,’ cried her sister, with
an expression of pain.

‘I am not afraid, dear. I have
taken up the cross and I’ll carry it
now, Better the trial now than the
un'certainty that lingers like a canker,
killing every hope. ’I didn’t kill the
man, I didn’t even rob him, asrob-
bery is understopd in criminal courts,

But
constant disguise and fear discovery,
the trial must come ; and so far as [
am concerned the sooner the better.’

¢ I can’t endure the thought of it.’

¢If I can, you may,’ said the elder

utes,

if I am not to live a life of

sister, curtly.

“I don't mean for my own sake on-
ly. The thought of ycur having to
faee a whole court of people, and—"

“It's not that I flinch from,” said
Daphne, interposing. “The world and
I have been on terms of mutual dis-
like and distrust, and one more
chance of 'showing it won't count foi
much with me. Resides, I had my
fling, and must pay the cost. I'm no
coward. But I'm not by any means
sure that it will come to that. I
thought so when you first came {o
me; and I'll own I was scared. But
this scoundrel has too much to haz-
ard to risk it thoughtlessly.”

“He is such a desperate man, Da-
phne.”

“Desperate, yes, but always with

SCOTT’S -
EMULSION

renews and sustains the
strength of weak, failing
babies; pale, delicate chil-
dren; tired, nervous women
and feeble, aged people. It
contains no alcohol, no
drug, no harmful ingredient
whatever; it builds up and
strengthens the young as
well as the old.

ALL DRUGGISTS

one eye to his own interest. Let him
have what influence he may with thic
fool of a friend of yours—this Mrs
Markham—the knowledge that he is
really Colimbert and I.espard rollec
into one—a convicted murderer in the
one character, and a very probable
one in the other—would certainl)
prevent her marrying him. To accuse
me and rake up that horrible scanda’
will mean the wreck of his marriage
hopes, therefore, at the start, and he
won’t do that .without strong reason.’

“But we are going to stop that mar-
riage in any case; and he knows it."”

“No, he only knows we've said so
He is too accustomed to threaten on
thing and mean another to take ever)
threat of ours for gospel.”

“Yet I do mean it.”” said Dessir
firmly. *“1° wish we had done wha
he asked—given him these wretchec
jewels and let him get out of the
country with them as soon as possi
ble, and be quit of him.” She too}
them out of her dress as she spoke
and tessed them on to the table. *“I
[ can save Dora now it is as much as
I want, and he can have the rubies
with pleasure.”

“It will be time to think of that
when we know really what he means
to do. So long as those rubies re-
main in your possession you can
make your own terms with him. Le
him get them, however, and we shal’
both be at his mercy. At present he
clings to the hope that he can botl
win the rich wife and force or jugglc
us out of the jewels. To-morrow he
will know that Mrs. Markham at an;
rate is lost to him—that is if we car
find her—and then these stones wil
have a much greater value in his eyes
Keep them. You had better
them not I. If theyv were found m
me, supposing I am arrested, things
would probably go miuch harder wit
me. T should take them back to th:
safe if T were you.”

“I will,” said Dessie, “but I an
anxious to go and find out the trut!
about Dora Markham. Even an hour's
delay may be serious npw.”

“Then you'd hetter go at once.”

“But what will you do, dear?”’

“Wait here for what happens. !
have made up my mind. Do You think
I am not as resolute as you?’ anc
Daphne smiled. “You won’'t be ver;
long away in any case, and I shal
put on my uniformm and be Nurs
Morland once more. If anyone come
for you I shall be only a nurse wait
ing to see you for journalistic pur
poses, or some . such excuse. We
nurses are used to exercising pa-
tience. Get back as soon as you can,
and then we shall settle our next
step.”

Dessie was not many minutes get-

kee)

K

ting ready.

“What shall T do with these?” she
asked, when she was ready, holdin;
out the rubies. “I can't carry the
cigar case about with me, nor the
tobacco cake. 1 think I'm a little
nervous about having such valuables
on me at all.”

“There’s mot much fear in‘ broad
daylight,” replied the other. “But
wait, let me look whkere we can best
hide them. Not your stays—that's
the first place everyone thinks of
Better here.” She unhooked. the girl's
dress skirt, and in a few minutes had
stitched the rubies into the top of the
skirt “at the back, where the gathers
effectually hid all stgn. of them
“There now. even a professional sear-
cher might run her hands over you

- and miss them.”

They laughed at the preeaution thus
taken' and with a Kkiss parted, Dessie
running lightly and quickly dowa-
stairs. As she closed the heavy door

behind her, and stood a moment on
the top step, she glanced round, the
thought in her mind being to make
sure that the Count de Montalt was
not waiting for her; and seeing no-
thing, she walked off .at & brisk pace.
She had barely turned the first cor-
ner, however, when she found her way
barred by a number of women, gaud-
ily dressed in flaunting but shabby
clothes.

They formed a semi-circle in front
of her, and one of them came close
to her and held out her hand.

“Ullo, Molly, old dear, who'd .a
thought of seeing you here? You are
a toft, you are. Wot’s your lay now?”
“What do you mean? I don't know
you,” said Dessie, quickly, feeling not
a little alarmed at the women's looks
and gestures. They all burst into a
loud, discordant laugh when she

her turned to the rest and said, with
an oath:

“My! ain’t she proud, the bloomin’
hussy. L.ook ’ere, Moll. that aint't
good enough for me. You may be &
fine lydy—as you thinks yer
praps—but you never paid me that
arf quid you borrowed, not you. No
nor even shelled out for them boots
as ver sneaked. I dessay yer all
right; but, if so, shell out now, anc
e——to vou.”

“I never saw any of you before in
ny life,”” said Dessie; “and of course
'ou all known that well enough. I'm
hard-working girl. like an}
me of you, and =

“"Ard workin’ gell sugared,’
cried the spokeswoman. “I ain’t nc
'ard workin’ gell, and you knows that
well enough. No more aint you. Bu!
[ want my coin—that which yer bor
rered, and that for all the things ye
sneaked; and what I want to know is
—are yer goin’ ter pay or take the
consequences? 1 don't care which
and so that’s straight,” eh gells?”

A chorus of approbation came fron
the four women, and this was follow
ed by an evident disposition to chang«
from words to something more seri
ous. They jostled Dessie, abused he
for having borrowed money and stoles
things, and closing round in a smal
semi-circle shut her up against the
wall of a house, and barred every wa
of escape. i

The incident did not last more tha
a minute or two, but it quickly de
veloped so threatening an aspect tha
Dessie was thoroughly frightened. an«
‘ooked in all for the hel
which did not come.

When it had reached its height, :
brougham drove by rapidly, the oc
cupant called, in a loud voice, to th
driver to stop, he jumped out, and be
fore the women seemed to have re
alized what had happened, Sir Ed
mund l.andale pushed his way inte
their midst, gave his arm to Dessi:
who was now trembling and frighten
ed, and handed her into the carriage

“You can explain afterwards,” he
said, as he handed her into the
brougham. ‘“l.et us get away firs’
Who on earth are these creatures;
he exclaimed, as the women crowder
round the carriage gesticulating an¢
shouting as if in anger at having bee;
baulked in their purpose.

“l haven't the remotest idea. Eith
ar they made some extraordinary mis
take, believing 1 was some formue
18sociate of theirs—that was wha
they pretended—or else they mean
to hustle and rob me. At any rate
[ was really frightened, and infinitel
relieved when you came bursting
through them to help me.” She smil
>d her thanks.

“I am only too glad 1 happened t
be passing and saw What
lucky coificidence! But now, wher
are you going? l.et me put yvou i
safety, at any rate.” The broughan
was being driven at a quick pac
aleng Oxford Street, in accordanc
wvith de Montalt's instructions.

mly ¢

be

direction

you.

“I will get out here, I think,” sai:
Dessie. “Anywhere will do. 1 an
quite myself now, I'm not likely to L
vorried twice in a day by such a
adventure.” ;

“I think you had better wait a lit
tle longer yet. Besides, it is so plea
sant for me to have you here, t
drive with me, that I hope you won'i
hurry. Where are you going?”’

“To South Kensington—to Mrse
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Markham's
Square.”

“I am going to South
myself,” returned her companion.
“Let me drive you there. You will
get there at least as quickly as if
you go by any other means. 1 have
one call to make the way which
will not take up much time, and my
horses travel fast. What say you?”’
He asked the question in a tone of
such apparent genuine solicitude, and
Dessie was so really grateful to.him
for the service he had just rendered
ner, that she consented. She was
without a suspicion that anything
was ‘wrong or that the whole incident
was not due to quite natural and in-
nocent causes.

Sir Edmund lLandale turned the
conversation into the safe grooves of
small talk: chatted with- her about
er work, told had bought
copies of all bocks, pressed her
to tell him was writing,
urged her to make use of him in any
way to get. her writings hetter known,
aind was altogethep so pleasant
igreeable that when the carriage
turned out of Oxford Street to the
north Finchley instead i
south toward Kensington, she scarce-
'y paid any hes ‘{',r(- the fact more
than to. accept .ithe  explanation he
volunteered that he was just géing io
make the business call he had before
referred to.

The brougham went at a great pace
along Baker Street and across into
St. John’s Wood, . and when they had
)assed the shops and rattling
hrough the squares and streets of
rivate houses, Dessie bhegan to feel
L vague uneasiness. '

“I am really in a hurry,” she said
t length. and hér face wore a look
f doubt. ‘“Are you going very far?”

“Oh, no, the place is only about five
ninutes‘from here, or at the outside
en; and really vou will be quite as
soon at your friend’s. From Holborn
to South Kensington via Finchley
road is not the shortest cut, of
course;’ but it is quicker behind a
vair of horses like mine than in an
omanibus, and much safer than on
foot. But 1 should like to tell you
what this little business is of mine.
You are a woman journalist and
knock about a good deal; so you'll
really be a judge. You writers pick
up all sorts of odds and ends of use-
‘ul knowledge, and 1 daresay you
know a lot about singing birds. Dc
you? I've been esked to buy a won-
derful eage bird—a great beauty, and
2 splendid singer and talker; extra-
ordinary that for a smeall bird, isn’t
it? And to tell you the truth I have
rather jumped at the chance of ‘hav-
ing you with me to see it. There are
S0 nfan)‘ scores of ways in which 2
man gets taken dn in things of the
kind, where a woman’s sharp eyes can
see the imposture in a moment. And
you know I have unbounded faith in
you.” He laughed lightly as he ad-
ded. *“I hope you won't be awfully
angry. with me;for having brought
you so far out of your way on such
an errand.”

To 'be continued.
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