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The Hillsborough Bridge.

As will be seen by reference to our 
report of the proceedings in the Legis- 
la ure, a great deal of discussion has 
taken place cn the question of building 
a bridge acioss the Hillsborough. 
The Government supporters and their 
organ are endeavoring to make poli­
tical capital out of the altitude assum­
ed by tue Opposition towards this 
question. Nothing couti b: more 
unfair than to accuse the Opposition 
of opposing the construction of the 
Hillsborough bridge. The Conser 
vatives are now, as they always have 
been, the advocates of the Southern 
Railway and the Hillsborough bridge. 
On the other hand, the Grits sacri­
ficed the rights of tbe people of Belfast 
and Murray Harbor in these matters 
twenty five years ago, and from thai 
time up to 1896 anyone who advocat 
ed, these rights was regarded by Sir 
Louis Davies and bis friends as ar. 
enemy of their party. But in 1896 

.Mr. Martin, member of the House of 
Commons for East Queen’s, tbe faith­
ful and unwavering advocate of the 
rights 0/ the people of Belfast and 
Murray Harbor, commenced an agita 
tion in this matter. He was in earnest, 
and tbe people of both political parlies 
gathered round him. So deeply im 
pressed did the people become with 
the attitude assumed by Mr. Martin, 
that when the Liberal-Conservatives 
of the district led in forming a Rail 
way Association, the local Grits joined 
with them in order to press for the! 
rights. But now, in their new-born 
zeal, our Grit friends try to make tbe 
public believe that they, and they 
alone, are the ardent advocates cf the 
Building of the Hillsborough bridge 
and the Southern Riilway. Surely 
tbe people will not allow themselves 
to be gulled by this spasmodic entbu 
siasm of cur Grit friends. There is 
something behind all this, of which 
the p8blic have no knowledge, The 
attitude assumed towards this matter 

'1 by the Opposition is such as mus 
certainly meet with the approval of ali 
reasonable and ' fair-minded men 
They are most desirous that the rail 
way and bridge shall be built ; bu 
they do not wislr-that the Province, ir. 
its present deplorable financial con 
dition, shall be committed to a large 
additional expenditure of public 
money without some knowledge, ai 
least, of the terms of the arrangement 
the Dominion Government are said 
to be willing ta enter into. The Pat­
riot informs us that the Federal Gov­
ernment “ have signified to our repre­
sentatives upon what terms the bridge 
will be built, and these terms havr 
been accepted.” Now, if this is so is it 
unreasonable to ask that all the partie 
ulars should be submitted to tbe Legis­
lature before the representatives of the 
people would be asked to vote away 
so much of the Provincial revenue ? 
What a railway bridge alone would 
likely cost, and what a traffic bridge 
•would cos1, as well as the estimated 
cost of a railway and traffic bridge 
combined, are questions that should 
be answered before this .expenditure 
should be sanctioned. The only 
data furnished is that tbe combined 
bridge will cost about $800,000 and 
that the traffic part of it will cost one 
half the amount. Tbe interest on 
this half that is $12,000 the Province 
is asked to assume. This informa­
tion is certainly very crude and by no 
means such as should justify the Pro­
vincial Government in putting their 
hands .so deep into the public chest. 
The Opjwition contend thaf, as our 
Province is already in debt upwards of 
a half million of dollars, we are not 
in a position to add an additional 
$400,000 to that debt, which would 
be the capital sum necessary to pro 
duce the annual $12,000 for imprest 
on the traffic bridge cost. They further 
contend that if the Dominion Gov­
ernment are sincere in this project and 
are sincere in their reported willing 
ness to pay to this Province a mil­
lion or more anent our claims against 
them, they should hand over to us, on 
account, a sum equal to the capital 
necessary to construct our portion of 
the bridge; or that they should con­
struct the bridge themselves and 
charge us with the cost of it, on ac­
count of our claims against them. It 
seems to us that the contentions of 
the opposition are most reasonable, 
and if the Dominion Government 
fail to comply with any of these con­
ditions, then we roust only take it for 
granted that the matter of construct­
ing the Hillsborough bridge according 
to the scheme now put forward is 
only a put up job between tbe Pro 
vincial and Dominion Governments; 
that there is no sincerity at the bot­
tom of it, and that the whole affair is 
intended merely for electioe purposes 
We shall see.

Public Schools Beport.

The report of the Chief Super 
intondent of Education upon the 
Public Schools of this Province for 
the year 1898 recently submitted 
to the Legislature shows the num­
ber of school districts ip the Pro­
vince to have been 470 an increase 
of one over 1897. Of these dis­
tricts Queens had 185; Prince 155; 
Kings 130. The number of schools 
was 468, as compared with 467 in 
1897. The number of teachers in 
1898 was 581 an increase of 2 over 
1897. The first class "teachers 
numbered 101; second class 324 
and the third class 156. The male 
teachers numbered 820 and the 
females 261. There were 21,852 
pupils enrolled in 1898, as against 
21,845 in 1897. The boys enroll­
ed numbered 11,911 and the girls 
9,941. “In my first Report and 
again in my Report for last year,” 
says the Chief Superintendant, 
“ I called the attention of the Gov­
ernment to the necessity of such 
legislation, as would enable the 
Education Department to control 
in some measure, the large amount 
of money unnecessarily expended 
in the payment of second class 
salaries to teachers employed in 
schools, whose attendance and at­
tainments are far below what 
ought to be required in a seepnd- 
class school. Since there are three 
grades of licenses, let there be 
three grades of schools, viz: First, 
Second and Third Class Schools. 
Not only would such legislation 
lessen the expenditure for educa­
tion, but it would stir up the 
teachers and people in many dis­
tricts where there is to-day a good 
deal of indifference and indolence. 
For when ft became known that 
the teachers’ salary and the grade 
of the school would depend on the 
regularity of attendance and the 
character of the work done, there 
would undoubtedly be a strong ef­
fort made by both teachers and 
people to meet the new conditions. 
The excellence of tbe work done 
in most of onr graded and first, 
class schools opght to be a suffi­
cient guarantee of what could be 
accomplished if the same principle 
were adopted in regard to the 
common schools.

state; but in the face of all this we 
are asked to vote an additional 
$12,000 a year. The Government 
had no mandate from the people 
to go into this bridge business; 
they had a mandate from the peo­
ple regarding the matter of arbit­
ration; but they deceived the peo­
ple in that and are just as likely 
to deceive them in this. The Gov­
ernment are not to be trusted. He 
therefore, would oppose this reso­
lution, while the members of Hie 
Legislature were asked to go it 
blind.

Provincial Legislature.
The greater part of the time of 

the House during last week was 
taken up vyiffi the discussion on 
the proposed Hillsborough bridge. 
The debate on this question was 
resumed on Monday by Mr. Shaw 
who had the floor when the House 
adjourned on the previous Satur­
day. The members, of the op 
position, of course, are not opposed 
to the building of the bridge; but 
they contend most reasonably that 
the Government have furnished 
the House no information relating 
to the position of the Dominion 
Government in the matter. The 
House is asked to go into the ques­
tion blindly as it were. Further, 
if, as the members and supporters 
of the Provincial Government say 
the Federal Government are dis­
posed ot pay us a considerable por­
tion of our claims against them 
amounting to millions of dollars 
is it unreasonable to ask them 
to build this bridge and chargi 
the total cost of it against our 
claims against them, paying us the 
balance ? In other words, if the 
Dominion Government, as their 
friends say, are willing to pay us 
a million or two anent our 
claims, why not allow 1)S the four 
hundred thousand dollars, the 
estimated cost of a railway and 
traffic bridge combined, over that 
of a railway bridge alone, as a pay­
ment on account? Would that not 
be more reasonable than to saddle 
upon this Province, already over 
burdened/With debt, a capital sum 
of $406,000, or an annual payment 
of $12,000, in interest. If there 
is any sincerity on the part of the 
Dominion or Provincial Govern 
ment in tbe matter of the proposed 
bridge, arguments of this kind 
should have weight; byt there is 
too much reason for believing the 
whole question is merely an elec­
tion dodge, intended to injure, if 
possible, theGonservatives in East 
Queen's, AH this was pointed out 
at length by Mr, Shaw, who went 
into an elaborate calculation to 
show how great would be the cost 
upon this Province for the main­
tenance of such a bridge, and also 
what the Province stood to lose by 
the ferry boats and other ferry 
paraphernalia being thrown on the 
hands of the Government without 
much hope of realizing therefrom. 
He pointed out that not only 
would the Province be called upon 
to pay $12,000, as interest on tfiu 
cost of the proposed bridge; but 
also a very large amount for main­
tenance of the same, should the 
resolution carry and the bridge be 
built. ' ^

Mr. ALEX. Martin, M. P., in moving 
for the reWh» of Railway correspondence 
relating to the branch railway in this Pro- 
vince, on Monday last made an elaborate 
and careful argument to show that the Is­
land Pjovinoe had not anything like fair 
consideration in railway const rue tien and 
railway subsidies. Mr- A. C. McDonald 
eupported Martin’s coatee tion. Sir Louis 
Davies, expressed the hope that the mea­
sures to be brought in later might give 
come reliet The correspondence was 
ordered.

The debate was continued by 
Mr. D. A. McKinnon, Mr. Arthur 
Peters and Hon. Mr. Richards, all 
of whom spoke in favor of the re­
solution. Mr. DesRoches follow­
ed. He thought that we were not 
prepared to vote an additional 
debt of $400,000 or $500,000 to 
this Province. We are not trying 
to deprive Belfast or Murray Har­
bor of their rights. But we do 
not believe the government to be 
sincere. We believe it to be an­
other of their election dodges. The 
Liberals had awarded the contract 
for building a break water at Sum- 
meyside. No one was to have a 
job on it unless he voted Govern­
ment. But after the election the 
contract faded away. It was the 
same before the bye-election. And 
now, once more, $30,000 is placed 
in the estimates for this work. 
There is surely an election coming. 
He believed this bridge proposal 
was only another election dodge. 
Qur debt now is a half million 
dollars, with another big deficit, 
The opposition are justified in pro­
tecting the farmers of this country 
who are paying heavy interest on 
mortgages. Is it a wise policy to 
pursue this piling up of debt? We 
are taxed now far more than we 
can pay. If you want to make 
revenue and expenditure meet you 
must treble the taxes, and doing 
this WQflld arouse the indignation 
of the people as' it never was 
aroused before. The people of 
Belfast are doing well, and he fa 
vored the Government waiting an 
other year and endeavoring to 
make a closer bargain with the 
Dominion .Government.' He 
thought that members should con­
sult their constituents before vot 
ing this sum; and on coming here 
next year we would know better 
how to vote intelligently.

Mr. Campbell pointed out that 
during the, years 1869 to 1894, 
the espenditqee was $106,000, an 
average of $6,800. The hon. gent­
leman from Bideford has accused 
him of opposing the railroad. He 
difl so—but only because its build­
ing meant confederation, and he 
wished to consult the people be­
fore taking this step. The build 
ing of the railroad from Murray 
Harbor to Soutfiport, is and has 
been, the policy of the Conserva­
tive party. We favor the rail­
road, we favor the bridge, but 
why dp not the government set 
about it. in q, businesslike tyay? 
We are opposed to plunging this 
province into a position of bank­
ruptcy and wringing from the 
people $12,000 per year more than 
formerly. Mr. Shaw defended his 
action with regard to the tunnel 
across tfie Efillsfiorough. He said 
he thought they were justified in 
promoting this tunnel if it would 
lead to a similar structure across 
the straits to which project both 
Sir. John A. McDonald and Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier vere committed. 
When the tunnel across the Hills­
borough was before the House it 
was opposed by Hon. Mr. Farqu- 
harson because tbe province was 
$150,000 in debt. But now, when 
we are about $600,000 behind, he 
is quite willing to add $400,000 to 
the burdens of the people. Hon. 
Mr. Sinclair also opposed the tun­
nel. Hon. Mr. McLean was op­
posed to the tunnel, but was favor­
able to a bridge which he said 
could be built for $200,000 or 
$300,000. Hon. Mr.' ¥oe, tbe 
leader pf the opposition at that 
time, moved that the Ifouse would 
not be justified in voting for the 
tunnel uufier tfio circumstances. 
He (Mr. Shaw) was willing fcq give 
the people of the southern section 
of the Province all the accommo­
dation possible, but he did not 
want to ypte in tfie dark. ,
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JOHN J1EWS0N.

Mr. Campbell followed Mr.
Shaw in opposition to the resolu­
tion. He spoke for a short time 
Monday evening and then moved 
adjournment of tbe debate. After 
routine on Tuesday, he continued.
He considered that the figures 
given by the Attorney-General 
and Mr. D, A- MeKinnon, as re­
presenting the cost of the ferries 
had been purposely inflated so as 
to show a very large expenditure 
and thus be made use of to favor 
tfie proposition in favor of the 
bridge ag a matter of economy.
He knew that, during the time he 
was Commissioner of Public 
Works, the ferries were economi­
cally managed »pd no complaints 
were heard regarding the service.
It. was most unfair to ask the 
House to pass tfiig resolution re­
garding tbe building of tfie bridge 
without one partiefe of inforda- 
tion. Before tfie House would be 
asked to vote an expenditure of island, fcpegove 
$12,000 a year for t!?e purpose of j vince shall be empowered to re 
this bridge,the Qpvernment PuCL'ld Iveive and accept fn\m Doroin- 
devise some means for augmenting lion government in part payment 1 
the revenueof the Province, tiur |of saffi claims a sum not exceeding 
finances are now ma deplorable $400,000 to be applied towards Ihfl

At the conclusion of Mr. Shaw’s 
speech a vote was taken on the 
amendment introduced by the 
Leader of the Opposition, as fol 
lows: Resolved, that in the opin­
ion of this House the question of 
contributing a sum of $12,000 per 
year towards the construction of 
a bridge oq the Ifilisborough River 
is premature, iqasmqch as no of­
ficial estimate or data whereon tq 
form an opiuiou of tfie practica­
bility of the said proposed under­
taking has been laid before this 
House. The amendment was de­
clared lost on the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrs. Gordon,. Shaw, A. 
j. McDoqald, A- IflcGonald, 
Arsenault, Birch, Campbell, Kick- 
ham, DesRoches—9 

Nays—Messrs. Farquharson, H, 
C. McDonald, McLean, Richards, 
flcLauchlin, McNutt, Rogers Sin­

clair, D. A, McKinnon, Peters, 
Forbes, Reid, Wise, Gummiskey, 
Jfl. McKinnon—15.

Mr. Shaw tfieq sqbnfittofl the 
following amendment, which wag 
seconded by Mr. Çampbell: Re­
solved, that inasmuch as tfie fed­
eral government owes this pro­
vince large sums of money amount­
ing to upwards of $2,000,000 for 
claims as set forth in a memorial 
dated the 18th day of March 1898, 
and signed by A B. Warburton, 
Premier of P. E- IslandL J. W. 
Richards, member of P. E. Island: 
overqtneiR and H. C. McDonald, 
Lttorney-Qeuejral,' etc., qf p. E. 

Island, tfie government of tfiis pro-

ARE ONTHE JUMP.
The makers of Fit-Reform 

Clothing are responsible for 
every stitch and every thread 
that goes into each garment.

If anything goes wrong they 
make it right. They pay for all 
mistakes and secure wearer 
against imperfect cloth, poor 
make and bad fit.

Whatever is not. up to your 
expectation return and get your 
money back.

Only such Clothing can well 
stand a guarantee so complete.

construction of a combined railway 
and traffic bridge aerss the Hills­
borough River from a point at or 
near Charlottetown to a point at 
or near Southport, said sum to be 
expended on terms as may be 
agreed upon by the Dominion Par­
liament and the Legislature of 
this Province. After speaking to 
this resolution for a short time, 
Mr. .Shavv suggested the adjourn­
ment of the debate. Progress was 
accordingly reported and the 
House adjourned.

After routine and the asking and an­
swering of a number of questions on 
VVeunesday, the House resumed c m- 
mittee on the resolution respecting the 
Hiilsboro bridge. Attorney General Mc­
Donald claimed that tbe amendment 
introduced by Mr. Snaw on the previous 
evening was out of order, as it involved 
tbe expenditure of money and could 
only come from a member of tbe Gov­
ernment. Mr. John A. McDonald 
claimed tbe amendment was in order, 
as it was an amendment to a resolution 
introduced by a member of the Govern­
ment. Mr. Shaw argued in the sime 
way. All the arguments of the 
opposition memoirs were of no avail, as 
tbe chairman ruled the resolution was 
ont of order. Mr. Shaw then submit­
ted the following amendment : That 
after the word Government in the last 
line of the Resolution the following 
be added thereto: and that inasmuch 
as the Federal Government owes this 
Province large sums of money in re­
gard to the non- flilmsnt of the 
terms of union onr proportion of the 
sum of $23,074 83 being the excess of 
expenditure on Canals over* that esii- 
cnated when this Province entered con­
federation, our share in like manner 
of the excess of expenditure over esti­
mate of $31,672,073.27 onC. P. Riilway 
our share in like manner cf $20,299- 
143.87 being the excess of expenditure 
overestimate in regard to the I. C. 
Railway and also our share of 127,077- 
487.33 being the excess of expenditure 
over estimate in regard to subsidies to 
railways in addition to other claims as 
set forth in a memorial dated 18th 
day of March, 1898,"and signed by A. 
B. Warbnrton, Premier of P. B. Island, 
J. W. Richards, member of the P. E. 
Island Government and H. C. McDon­
ald, Attorney General of P. E. Island 
tbe Government of this Province shall 
receive and accept from the Dominion 
Government in parLpayment of said 
claims the sum of $400,000. The At­
torney-General held that tbe same ob­
jection applied to this amendment ag to 
the previous one, and asked the chair­
man to rule it outÇof order. This gave 
rise to a very animated disenssion. 
For a brief space pandemonium reign­
ed. Several members on both sideg 
of the House were 00 their feet at the 
same time. Those on the opposite side 
denounced the arbitrary and unparlia­
mentary conduct of the chairman in 
his ruling; while the Government mem­
bers and the chairman himself upheld 
the ruling of tbe latter. A most bellig­
erent attitude was assumed by the con­
tending parties ; all seemed to be 
shouting in the loudest tone of voice ; 
fists were threateningly brandished in 
the air and most vigorous thumps were 
administered to the desks. In a word 
conlnsion reigned supreme, In Ibe 
midst of this din of voices and men­
acing exhibition of carnal weapons, the 
chairman declared the amendment oat 
of order, Thp Speaker then took t e 
chair and tht main resolution was put 
and carried on the following division :

Ayes—Farquharson, H. G. Macdon­
ald, McMillan, McLean, Richards, Mc- 
Lanrhliu, McNutt, Rogers, Sinclair, 
Peters, McWilliams,/Tx A. McKinnon, 
M. McKinr.on, Reid.Xl'4,

Nays—Gordon, Shaw, A. J. MoDil- 
ald, Arsenani', Campbell, J. A. McDon­
ald, Birch, Kickham, DesRoches—9.

port, and said bridge be so built as to 
be adapted and suitable not only for 
railway purposes, but als >. as a public 
highway bridge for vehicles and foot 
passengers, and for general traffic of all 
kinds, the Government of Prince Ed­
ward Island will, on tbe completion to 
their satisfaction of such bridge, pay 
annually to the Government of Canada 
towards tbe intereat of the money re­
quired to build that part of said bridge 
which wiil be need for general traffic of 
all kinds other than for railway pur­
poses, a sum not exceeding twelve thou­
sand dollars.” To this Mr Campbell 
movedtbefollowingamendment: “That 
all after the word Council on the first 
line of clause one be stru.-k out and the 
following inserted in lieu thereof: of 
this Province be requested to enter into 
negotiations with the Dominion Govern­
ment with a view of inducing them to 
construct a traffic and passenger bridge 
out of the resources of the Dominion in

connection with the proposed railway 
bridge acrose the Hillsborough River so 
as to give the people on the south side 
of the Hillsborough the necessary ac­
commodation to place them in direct 
communication with the City of Char­
lottetown as a small measure of justice 
to this Province in consideration of the 
very large expenditure of money in the 
other Provinces to assist the internal 
communication of 1 he different provinces 
in giving subsidies lo the varions rail­
ways and improving the canal system 
of Canada.” The Premier, the Attorney- 
General and other members of the Gov­
ernment side contended this amend­
ment was ont of order. Hon. Mr. Gor­
don, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Campbell, just 
as s rongly argued that the amendment 
was peifecily in order and should be 
accepted. The chairman, Mr. Wise, 
decided to pat the amendment, leaving 
the Speaker to decide on the points 
raised aeto ilsirregnlarity. Un division
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The Attorney-General introduced a 
bill in accordance with the resolution 
just carried, whietf was read a first 
time. Mr. Campbell then moved the 
Boose into a Committee on privileges, 
and spoke in condemnation of the ac­
tion of the Government and the chair­
man of the committee which had just 
reported. Mr. McWilliams, the chair­
man defended his course, and claimed 
he had done right in ruling as he did. 
Mr. John A. McDonald tbonght that if 
any precedent conld be found for the 
action of the chairman in all charity to 
the hon, member for West Cape it 
should be prodneed. The dispassion 
was continued by hon. Mr. Farquhar- 
son, Mr. Shaw and others. Finally tbe 
Speaker rnied that the matter be 
taken np the following dgy after pray­
ers. The remainder of the afternoon 
and evening sessions was occupied in 
considering a bill respecting the pro­
fession of medicine and surgery, which 
was passed through committee and set 
down for third reading the following 
day.

The fame of our 39c. Dress Goods Sale has gone 

abroad . The variety and high grade of the goods offered 

has introduced it into hundreds of households in the country, 

as well as in the city. The people know a good thing when 

they see it—that accounts for the popularity of this sale. 

This season’s offerings include Navy 

Blues, Blacks, Light and Dark Fab- - 

riçs, in Silk and Wool and all Wool,

Clan Tartans, Fancy Mixtures, etc.

The greatest variety yet offered.

Qfl pt8. Send for 
t)vl yar Samples.
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After the House opened on Thursday 
a number of questions were asked the 
Government by different members. The 
Attorney-General introduced a bill in­
tituled An Act to provide for short­
hand reporting in certain conrlain the 
Province of Prince E l ward Island,” 
which was set down for second readi g 
the following day. On motion of ire- 
mier Farquharson, a bill relative to the 
registering of deeds and instruments 
was considered some time in committee, 
when progress was reported, and it was 
decided to band tbe bill over to a spe­
cial committee for consideration. On 
motion of Premier Farquharson, a bill 
amending the act relating to insurance 
was considered in committee for some 
time and then referred to a special com 
mittee for consideration A bill amend­
ing the act respecting creditors was re­
ported from committee without amend­
ment. On motion of Attorney General 
McDonald the House went into com­
mittee with Mr. Wise in the chair, to 
consider the bill relating to the Hills­
borough bridge. The bill was discussed 
by several members on both sides of the 
House, and was still under discussion 
when the House adjourned at six o’clock.

After routine, on Friday, House re- 
sumed committee on the bill relating to 
the Hilleborough bridge. The debate 
was taken np by Mr, Shaw, who was 
followed by Hon. Mr. Richards, Mr. A 
J. McDonald and'Mr. Campbell. Clanse 
one of the bill read as follows. “ The 
Lieutenant Governor in Council may 
enter into an agreement with the Gov 
ernment of Canada stipulating that,
should the Government of Canada bulief 
» briijg» «gross tb§ Hillsborough Rivpr 
rqm a point in or neat tbe City of Char 
Jottetown to a point in or near South-

Everywhere
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