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0 Do amens % Abraiiae?
‘A despatch from Washington says :
~Fav DUr. Talmage preéached from
the following text —Joel ii, 80, .'I
will show wonders in the heavens
and in the-earth.”

time in which we Hve is wonderful
for disaster and wonderful for bless-
Ing, for there must be lights and
shgdes in this picture as in all oth-
ers. Need I argue that our time
% wonderful for disaster ? @ur world
has had '‘a rough time since by the
hond of God it'was bowled out into
space. It is an epileptic earth—con-
vulsion ~after . convulsion, ' frosts
pounding it with sledge hammer of
feeberg and fires melting it with fur-
naceés seven times heated. It is a
wonder to me it has lasted so long.
Meteors shooting by on this side and
grazing it ond meteors shooting by
on the other side and grazmng
none of them slowing up for safety.
Whole fleets of navies and argosies
and flotillas of wortds sweeping all
about us. Our earth like a fishing
smack off the banks of Newfound-
land, while the Majestic and St Paul
and. the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse
rush by. Besides that, our world
has by sin been damaged in its in-
ternal machinery, and ever and anon
the furnaces have burst, and the
walking beams of the mountains
have brokem, and the islands have
shipped a sea, and the great bulk eof
the world has been jarred with acci-
dents that ever and anon threatened
IMMEDIATE DEMOLITION,

But it scems to us es if the last
hundred years v/ere especially chgr—
acterized by disaster — voleanie,
ocecanie, epidemic. I say veoleanic be-
eause an carthquake 1is onlz’ a vol-
cano hushed up. When Stromboli
and Cotopaxi and Vesuvius stop
breathing, let  foundations of tha
earth beware ! Seven
earthquakes in two centuries record-
ed in the eatalogue of the British
Association ! Trajan, the. emperor,
goes to ancient ‘Antioch and amid the
fplendors of his reception is met by
un carthquake that nearly desuroys
the cmperor’s life. Lisbon, fair and
beautiful, at 1 o’clock on the 1st of
Movembher,§i775, in six minutes 60,-
000 have| perished, and Voltaire
writes of them, “‘For that region it

was the last judgment, nothing want- |

ire; but a trtmnpet !"’  Iurope and
Amecrica  feeling the thron—1,500
shimneys in Boston partly or fully
destroyed. .

But the disasters of other times
have had their counterpart in later
times. In 1812 Caraeas was caught
in the grip of an earthquake, in 1882
in Chile 100,000 square mites of land
by volcanic force upheaved to four
and seven fcet of permanent eleva-
tion, in 1854 Japan felt the geolog-
ical agony ; Naples shaken tn 1857,
Mexico fm 1858, Mendoza in  1861;
Manila terrorized in 1868; the Ha-
waiian Islands by such force uplifted
and let down in 1871; Nevada shak-
en in 1871, Antioch in 1872, Califer-
nia in 18723, S8an Salvador in 1878,
while in 1883 what subterranean ex-
citement | Tschia, an island of the
Mediterranean, a beautiful Italian
watering place, vineyard clad, sur-
rounded by all natural charm and
historical reminiscence; yonder Capri
the summer resort of the Roman em-
perors; yonder Naples, the paradise
of art—this beautiful island suddenly
toppled into the trough of the earth,
8,000 merrymakers perished, and
some of them so far down beneath
the reach of human obsequies, that it
may be said of many a one of them,
as it was said of Moses.

““THE LORD BURIES HIM.”

Italy, all KEurope weeping, all
Christendom weeping where there
were hearts to sympathize and Chris-
tians to pray. But while the na-
tions were measuring that magni-
tude of disaster, mcasuring it not
with the golden rod like that with
which the angel measured heaven,
but  with the black rule of aeath,
Java of the Indian archipelago, the
most fertile island of all the earth,
is caught in the grip of the earth-
quake, and mountain after mountain
gocs down and city after city until
that island, which produces the best
beverage of all the world, produced
the ghastliest catastrophe. One hun-
dred thousand pecople dying, dead !
Coming nearer home, on Aug. 31,
1886, the great eurthquake which
prostrated
S.C.

At the mouth of the Ganges

deep and the Dakin Shabazpore. In
the m(i#uight, of October, 1877,
all th@se three islands the cry was,
‘The waters 1"’ A cyclone arose and
rolled the sca over those three

lands, and of a population of 340,-
000, 215,000 were drowned. Only
those saved who had climbed to Lhe
top of the highest treces 1 Did you
ever see a cyclone 2 No. Then
pray God you may never scc one.
saw a cyclone on the ocean, and it
swept us 800 miles back from our
course, and fer thirty-six hours dur-
ing the cyclono and after it we ex-
pected every moment to &0 to  the
bottom. They told us beforo we re-

it, | g

thousand -

But look at the disasters cyclonic.‘i
are
three islands—the Hattiah, the Sun- |
on |
!the millennium.
|about the track.
{that for
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|to your joy.
|out wrong, throw out

‘xng'through the skylights down. into

the cabin and down on the furmaces
uirtil ‘they hissed and smoked in the
- deluge. T 5

i SEVEN HUNDRED PREOPLE

praying, shrieking. Our. great ship
poised a moment on the tep of a
meuntain of phosphorescent fire and
then plunged down, down, dowm un-
til it seemed as if she never would
i righted. Ah, you
want to see a cyclone at sea.
I But now I turn the leaf in my sub-
'Ject, and I plant the white lilies and
the palm tree amid the nightsnades
and the myrtle. ‘This age no more
characterized by wonders of disaster
than- by wonders of blessing—bless~
ing of longevity ; the average of hu-
|man life r.vidly increasing. Forty
years now worth 400 years onco.
Now I can travel from Maniteba to
New York in less than three days.
In other times it would have. taken
three menths. In ‘other words three
Ay8 ROW are worth three months of
other days. 'The average of human
life practically greater now than
when Noah lived, with his 950 years,
and Methuselah lived his 969 years.
Blessings of intelligence: The Sal-
mon P. Chases and the Abraham
Lineols and the Henry Wilsons of
the coming time will not be required
to learn to read by pine knot lights
or seatéd on shoemaker’'s bench, nor
will the Fergusous have to study as-
tronomy while watching the eattle.
Knowledge roHls itg tides along every
Poor man’s door, and his children
may go down and bathe in them. If
Ithe philosophers of a hundred years
ago were called up to recite . in a
elass with eur boys and girls, those
eld philesephers would bo sent down
to the foet of the elass because they
failed tocanswer tho Questions! Free
librarics in all the important towns
and cities of the land. Historical al-
¢oves and poetieal shelves and mag-
azine tables far all who desire to
alk through them or :

| SIT DOWN AT THEM.

‘ Blessings of quick information.
Newspapers falling all around us
thick as a September cquinoctial.
News thrce hays old rancid and stale.
We see the whole world twice a day
—through the newspaper at . the
breakfast  table and through the
newspaper at the teatable, with an
,'extra’ here and there between.

Blessings of gospel proclamation:
Do you not know that nearly all the
missionary societies have been born
 Within a hundred years and nearly
all the Bible societies and nearly
all the great - philanthropic move-
ments? Christianity is on the march
while infidelity is dwindling into im-
becility. While infidelity is thus
dwindling the wheel of Christianity
is making about a thousand revolu-
tions in a minute.

Wonders of seli-sacrifice. A clergy-
man told me in the northwest that
for six years he was a missionary at
the extreme north, living 400 miles
from a post office and sometimes,
the thermometer 40 degrees below
zero, he slept cut oi deors in winter,
wrapped in rabbit sking weven to-
gether. I said: “lg it possible?
You do not mean 40 degrces below
zero?”” 1le said, I do, and I was
happy.”’ All for Christ) Where
i8  there any other being that will
rally such enthusiasm? Mothers
sewing their fingers ofl to educate
their beys for the Gospel ministry.
I'or nine years no luxury on the
table until the courss through gram-
mar school and college and theologi-
cal seminary be completed. Poor
(widow putting her mite into the
ILord’s treasury, the face of emperor
|0r president impressed upon the coin
jnot so conspicuous as the blood with
which she earned Iit. Millions of

and women, but more

good men
{Women than men, to whom Christ is
leverything. Christ first and Christ
{last and Christ forever.

These things I say because 1 want
j¥ou to be alert. 1 want, you to be
!watching all these wonders unroll-
|ing from the heavens and the carth.
!God has classified them, whether cal-
amitous or pleasing. ‘The divine
burposes arc harnessed in traces that
jcannot break and n i irths that can-
,not loosen and are driven by reins
they must answer,

I PREACH NO FATALISM,.

So I rejoice day by day. Work

!Ior all to do, and wo niay turn the
erank  of
one-half of Charleaton.}\his

the Christian machinery
Way or that, for we are free
agents. / But there is the track laid
so long!ago no one remembers jt—
laid by the hand of the Almighty
God in sockets that no terrestrial or
satanic pressure ecan ever efiect.
And along the track the car of the
world’s redemption will roll and
roll to the Grand Central depot of
I have no anxiety

I am only afraid
our indolence and unfaith-
God will discharge us and
get some other stoxer and some
other engineer. The train is 70ing
through with - us or without us
So, my brethren, watch all the
events that-are going by. It things
seem to turn out rigit, give wings
If things scem to turn
the anchor

tired gt 9 o'¢lock that the barometer |©f faith and hold fast.

had fallen, dbut at 11 o’clock at night

Those of you who are in midlife

T "

may live to ‘see the shimmering veil
between the material and the spirit-
uval ‘world lifted, Magnetism, a
word with which wo eover up our
ignorance, ' will ‘yet be an. explored
realm.. . Electricity, the fiery cour-
ser of the sky, that Benjamin Frank-
lin lassoed and Morse and Bell and
Edison have brought under complete
control, " has greater wonders to re-
veal. Whether here or departed this
life, we will see these things. R
‘does not make much difference where

point  the larger the prospect. We
will sec them from heaven if we de
not see them from earth,

Oh, what a grand thing it is te
have ships telegraphed and heralded
long before they come to port, ‘that
friends may come down to the wharf
and welcome

THEIR LONG ABSENT ONES|

So today we take our stand
in the watch tower, and through the
glass of inspiration we look eff and
see a whole fleet of ships coming in.
That is the ship of peace, flag with
one star of Bethlchem floating
above the top gallants. That i,
the ship of the church; ‘mark of salt
water high  wupon the smokestack,
showing she has had rough weather,
but the Captain of Salvation com-
mands her and all is well with her.
The ship of heaven, mightiest craft
ever launched, millions of passengers
weiting for millions more, prophets
and apostles and martyrs in the
cabin, conquerors at the foot of the
mast, while from the rigging hands
are waving this way as if they knew
us, and we wave back again, for
they are ours. They went out from
our own households. Ours! Hail
hail} Put off the black and put
on the white. Stop tolling the
funeral bell and ring the wedding
anthem, Shut up the hearse and
take the chariot. .

Now the ship comes around the
great headland. sSoon she will
strike the wharf and we' will go
aboard her. Tears for ships going
out. Laughter for ships coming in.
Now she touches the wharf, . Throw
out the planks. Bloek not up that
gangway with embracing long
lost friends, for you will have eter-
nity ef reunion. Stand back and
give way until other millions eome
aboard her. Farewell to sin! Fare-
well to struggle! Farewell to sick-
ness! Fearewell to death! “*‘Blessed
are all they who enter in through
the gates into the city.

———

THE S. S. LESSON.

INTERNATIONAL LESSON,
9.

Text of the L—e—s:on, Review of
the Quarter’s Lesson. Gold-

en Text, Rom. viii., 34.

Lesson I.—Joseph sold into Egypt
(Gen xxxvii, 12-86). Golden ‘Text,
Acts vii, 9. “‘The pairiarchs, moved
with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt,
but God was with him.”” When a
little child is taken from a home,
everything the child has ever worn
or used or played with touches the
mother’s hcart and brings her child
before her. So if we are in right re-
latior.s with our absent Lord every-
thing in the book will speak to us
of Him, and the hatred and cruelty
of Joseph’s brethren to the brother
whom the father so loved will sug-
gest the treatment which Christ re-
ceived from His brethren, the Jews,
and the believing heart will say with
deep gratitude, *‘All for me.”’

Lesson II.—Joseph in prison (Gen.
xxxix, 20; xl, 15). Golden Text,
Gen. xxxix, 21, “But the Lord was
with Joseph and showed him mercy.”’
It i® written of him both as stave
and prisoner that the Lord was with*
him and ke was a prosperous man
(xxxix, 2, 28). It is hard to wait
{day by day under adverse and try-
ing circumstances and see no pros-
pect of deliverance, and be seeming-
1y forgotten by those whom we have
| befriended and who might be used to
help us if they were not so selfish
and ungrateful.

Lesson 1II.—Joseph
xli, 88-49).

exalted (Gen.
Golden Text, I Sam, i,
80. “Them  that honor Me I will
honor.” From the prison he is sud-
denly exalted to be ruler over all the
land of Egypt and sccond to Pha-
raoh (48), and this when he was but
80 years of age, the age at which
our Lord Jesus begun His Public
ministry. It was all accomplished
without effort on the part of Joseph.
The Lord did it all in His own good
time and way.

Lesson IV.—Joseph and »is breth-
ren (Gen. xlv, 1-15). Golden Text,*
Rom. xii, 31, “Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome cvil with good.”
After perhaps 20 years He who per-
formed all things for him enabled
him to heap coals of fire upon the
heads of those who had treated him
so cruelly (Rom. xii, 20), and how
lovingly he did it when he said, ‘‘Be
not grieved nor angry with your-
selves, for God did send me before
you to preserve life’’ (verse 5). So
the: Jews shall  one day sce Jesus
their brother, as the one whom God
sent to prepare life for them, even
life  eternal (Isa. xxv, 9; Zech. x1i,
10).

Lesson V.—Decath of Joseph (Gen.
I, 15-20). Golden Text, Ps. xc, 12,
““So teach us to nuwber our days
that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom.”” It is a very great trial to
have cne’s love or  motives or sin-
cerity questioned, and that Joseph’s
brethren should come to him with
a request, for forgiveness after they
had enjoyed his forgivenesd for 17

we stand, ‘but the Righer the stand- |

.Junderstood how

LIFE IN A BOER

This illustration is g curious eommen
Pro Boers about the treatment of

LISTENING T

REFUGEE CAMP

0 THE BAND.

tary on the wild statements made by ’
Boer woman and children in camps.

sanctified and justified question their
salvation and seek to obtain it by
their own works: instead of thanking
Him for the full bénefit of His fin-
ished work, bestowed freely upon
them. -

Lesson ' VI.—TIgrael
Fgypt (Ex. i, 1-14). :Golden text,
Ex. ii,°24, ‘“God  heard their groan-
ing and God remembéred His coven-
ant.”” ‘God permits the devil and his
people seemingly to have their own
Wway, yet He works by them or in
spite of them all the good pleasure
of His will and the highest interests
of His people, b

Lesson VII.—The childhood of Mos-
es (Ex. ii, 1-10). Golden Tex§, Prov.
xxii, 6,
way he should go and when he is old
he will not depart from it.”” What a
striking providence that the daugh-
ter of Pharaoh, the man who was
seeking to destroy Israel and had
given eommandment_ to kill all the
male children, should bring up as her
own son one of these male children,
destined by _God to be the deliverer
of Isruel from the power of Egypt!

Lesson VIII.—Werld’s Temperance
lesson (Isa. v, 8-80). Golden Text,
Isa. v, 22, ““Woe unto them that are
mighty to drink wine.”’ These six
woes upon the covetous, the drunk-
ard, the desperately wicked, the per-
verse, the worldly wise and the hat~
ers of righteousness are a kind of
parallel with the eight woes upon
the scribes and Pharisees of Math.
xxiii.

Lesson IX.—The call of Moses (Ex.
fii, 1-12). Golden Text, Ex. iii, 12,
“Certainly I will be with thee.”
When Moses was 40 years old he sup-
posed that his brethren would have
that God by his
hand would deliver them (Acts vii,
25), but they understood not, for the
time had not come, and Moses had
not been authorized. He was 40
years ahead of time. But now after
keeping sheep for forty years God
calls him and eommissiors him to
lead Israel out, but he must under-
stand that he is only an instrument
in the hand of the Lord, that he is
nothing, but God s cverything and
will do all by His power.
| Lesson X.—Moses and Pharaoh
(Ex. xi, 1-10). Golden Text, Isa.
1xiii, 9, ‘“The angel of His presence
saved them. When Moses and Aaron
went to the rulers in Israel with
their God-given ecredentials, they
were accepted by the people ds the
Lord’s messengers, but when they
went to Pharaoh with the demand
from the Lord that he should let Is-
rael go they were scorned and turn-
ed away with contempt (iv, 29-31; v,
1-4). So God humbled Pharaon and
his people by ten dreadful plagues.

[ J.esson X1.—The Passover (Ex. xit,

1-17). Golden Text, I. Cor. v, 7.
I"Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed
IIor us.”” There is no salvation from
{death, the consequence of sin, but by
ldent,h, the death ol a substitute. This
lis seen in the animals slain by God's
own hand to provide the redemptl.o.n
clothing for Adam and Eve (Gen. iii,
21); also in the ram offered on the
{altar in Israel’s stead (Gen. xxii, 18)
and here 44n the Passovér lambs
whose blood sprinkle saved the lives
of the firstborn—all sacrifices bei_ng
!typical oi the great sacrifice of Him
by whose blood alone sin can be put
'n'wa_v (Acts iv, 12).

f Lesson XII.—The passage of the

Red Sea (Fix. xiv, 18-27). Golden
Text, Ex. xv, 1, I will sing wnto
the Lord, for He hath triumphed
gloriously.”” The Lord who made n
 way through the Red Sea and tri-
'umphed over the-hosts of Pharaoh is
{the same who afterward in the full-
ness of time, became the Son o:
Mary, God manifest in Ehe ﬂosh..l,ho
| Creator of all things;.., Whose goings
(forth have been from of old, frr_wm
,everlasting, the only Savior of sin-
! ners, the only Judge of all mankind.

—
CODIISH, EGGS AND MEAT.

The mother codfish is prolific, the
roe of a large one containing as
|many as 9,000,000 cggs. Nature
fseems to have provided for a much
larger supply of cod than we are
|obtaining. But the eggs, floating on
i Lthe surface of the water to hatch, are
destroyed by millions. Ccdfish eat
|anything that comes along—from
itacks to sharks’ teeth. In the stom-
lach of a lnrge specimen two ducks
{were found.” The fish weighed as
/much as 150 pounds, and the biggest
‘are four and a half feet in length.
One man has caught 600 in a day of
‘eleven hours on the Newfoundland
bank with g hard line. FEighty men

oppressed in

‘““Train up a child in the'

Wwe were nwakened with the shock of |may well thank God that you have
the waves. All the lights out. Crash [5ccn o many wandrous t iings, but
went all the lifeboats. Waters rush lthere are people siive te-day who

|years was a great grief to him. It take on an average of 1,600 a day
{must be n grief to our Lord when on the Dogger bank. Ngwfounrllnnd
{those whom He has washed ﬂndlls the headquarters of dried cod.

SHE BECAME TIRED.

He was exploiting the goed quali-
ties of .& chum of his to g young
ln.?g friend, and this was what he
said:— :

of the best feMows
in the world. Why, do you know, he
actually takes the entire care of -his
old parents.’’

“Well,"”” answered the young }
1““what of it? He is ounly daing his
duty.”
| *But he gives away nearly a third
ef his income in charity.”

““He ought to.”

““And he is the companioa ef every
body in distress.”

““That is nothing more tham is ex-
pected “of him.’’

““And he treats all animals as if
they were human beings.”’

And he mentioned a humdred more
virtues.

The lady became very tired and
told him so.

Moral—Never praise your
teo much to others.

, “Smith is one

“*chum’’®

—*§
INTERVIEWING THE TRAMPS. -

A university professor, during his
summer holiday, has been travelling
about England asking every tramp
that he has met why he didn't work. !
He interviewed 2,000 vagrante, and,'
elassing them according Lo the vari.
ous reasons they gave fo: mot earn-;'
ing their daily bread in an erthodox|
manner, we get the following:—658
said they werc willing to wotk but!
eould not obtain any; 445 could not
give any reason that would hold
water; 305 thought no one ought to
have to work, and if some people
were foolish enough to do s#—well, !
they intended living on those sald
people; 407 were on their way to pro-
cure work at distant to.wvns, having
letters in their possession promising’
them employment at the said towns,
and the remaining 194 were waliting
for relatives to die and leave them
their money.

GIRL'S COSTUME.
8 to 14 Years.

Bolero eficcts are always besoming
to little girls, and are in the height
of present styles. The very pretty,
costume shown is suited to many ma-
terials and combinations, but, as il-
Iv trated, is made of Napoleon blue

arietta cloth with trimming of
black velvet ribbon, chemisette and
undersleeves of soft blue tafiete dot-
ted with black, and is worn with a
sash of wider velvet ribbonm.
| The skirt is cut in three piccas, a
gored front and circular sides, and is
|lengthened by a graduated circular
|founce scamed to the lower edge.
{The foundation for the waist is a
smoothly fitted body lining. On it
jarc arranged the full chemisette and
"the bolero fronts, the trimming being
extended on the back to complete the
effect. The skirt, having inverted
plaits or gathers at the back, is join~
ed to the waist, and with it closes
invisibly at the centre. The sleeves
are double, in conformity with tha
latest styles, but are quite simple
notwithstanding that fact. 'The full
under portions, or pufls, are arranged
over, and joined to the plain lining,
while the upper sleeves are made 8@~
parately and drawn over the whole.
| To cut this costume for a girl of

10 years of age 6 yards of material
21 inches wide, 5 yards 27 inches
wide or 3} yards 44 inches wide will,
be required, with 14 yards 21 inches
wide for ‘the chemisette and upder-
! sleeves.
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