In 1763, the Island was annexed to the Government” of Grenada by the ‘above-men- -

. tioned Letters Patent to General Melville, and the Royal Pro¢lamation™: In 1710,
-1t was' erected ‘into.a Government separate from’ dndl indépendent -of-the -genéral
" Government of the Southern Charibbee Islands, Sir ‘William*Young; Bart? being .

- made Governor-in-Chief." An-Assenibly, separate’ and distinct-Seems to have dxistid

in 1768. ‘The French had-possession. of ‘this Tsland froti 17781671783, when itwas

** - restored.to Great Brifain. -During the French occupation the “Assembly stil¥ ¢on-

Harbadoes

. ward and Leeward. A striking proof that the right to a' Legislative A

- tinued -to’ pass Laws. ' But, after the restoration in' 1783, -a new’ Commission<sf -

- Government was issued with -all the powers and privileges: formerly' giaidd. - The - -
‘Island has since been annexed to the' geéneral Governmént of  Antigua) of ‘whith -~ -
..it now forms a part. - Its" Legislature in all these"changes has continued’ sefiariffe -
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and distinet. .. .

- Barbadoes has always beéi under ' British- Dominion;" liaving had a succéssionof . -
" 'Governors-in-Chief since 1625, a~d an ‘Assenbly: since 1645 {
. Proprictary nor under Royal Governments; nor when the whole:Charibbegs; ndf when -
. the Windward only 'of these Islands were annéxed. to-the - Government of Barbadoes, -
.~ dogs its Legislature appear to have exercised jurisdiction beyonid the limits‘of that -
~.single Island ;- although the grant -from othér*Islands of the: four-and:a‘half péfrceént. .

~ . duty was always a desirable object for the, Crown, and during’ Somé atbitrary ‘peridds
. of history ; . and the Liegislature of Barbadoes had granted it'in that: Island so¢arly as
. 1663, when King Charles the Second, in expectatiotiof that graiit, had made #itange-
- ments for ‘acquiring the rights, and for dissolving the-‘Government; of the Proprietor; . ~ -

' But neither unider

and this was several years previous to the division of the Charibbee Tslandsiinté Wind- -
ssenibly was'ever -

- -considered a-several and distinct right in each of the Islands, - s/ batimweny -0
- ..Grenada was originally planted by the Frenchy and held : exelusively'by themiotill = -
_inade one of the Neutral Islands in 1748, and was conquered by: the Englishih ‘1762, -
..“and ceded to them in 1763. It was then, as before seen; made a ‘Govemiiiiént:by: the

v

- Royal Proclamation of 7th Oct. 1763, with  the other Southérn Chadibbee Islinds

annexed, .but . General Melville’s -commissiori did mot bear date till 9th- Aprili 1964,

. 'For about a year afterwards the legislative authority was exercised’ %by-rhdwbeﬁ@f*iarf
general: Council jointly for all the Islands within the Government: Afi- Assemblyfor
‘Grenada was first called in 1765. .. It was on the 20th July, 1764, that- Liétters Patent -

- were.issued - directing- the four-and-a-half ‘per cent.- duty :to be ‘levied iin Grenada. -

, .. These Letters- Patent.were on long and elaborate argunient ddjudged:in the King’s -

"~ Bénch to'bé void. . The duty was consequently discontinued, not only in:that:Island, -

-7 'Tle Grenadines

‘and restored again to England in 1783. - -~ Gere

~but also in’ Dominica, St.. Vincent, and . Tobago, for the ‘like levy inwhich ‘similar -
- Letters Patent had issued.. The Island of Grenada was ‘taken by the:French in 1779,

L

"There are near or adjacent to most of the Colonics, ‘as well in the Wit Indiés as

in North’ America,. and -in the former Provinces now forming .the :United : States, .
“Islands’ of lesser- dimension, which- arc‘dependencics upon such :Colonies; and" fre-

 quently integral parts. Such were the Grenadines, small ‘Islands! lying -beétween

" Grenada and St. Vincent, and all belonging to the fornieruntil 1784, wheh such of them -

as lay nearest to St. Vincent, viz. all north of Cirriacoir, were transferred to thelatter.

: ~ " How this transfer was effected requires a remark. - Previous: to the:Jast conguest by
", the French in 1779, the Letters Patent of the Governor of Grenada:included’ the
Grenadines, and the style and authority of its  Legislature were accordingly':-but the -
whole having been conquered by the I'rench, whese ‘institutions were:substituted for

the Knglish, when, by the treaty of peace in 1783, that . Island and>St. ! Vincent were -

__ among others restored to Great Britain, the new commission to the Governor:of .
- Grenada was altered, so as to include only-those of' the Grenadineswhich Ji¢ wouth- -

ward of the Island of Carriacou, together with that Island, and-those totheriustheward - -

- were transferred to St. Vincent. " As far as this:latter Island was'concerned: thistrans-

fer was sanctioned by an"Act of the Assembly of :that Féslund, .péssedalatvh‘r}M%iME& S



