T Y

s

e

42 aplr

.

E 4

THE MONETARY AND COMMERCIAL TIMES—INSURANCE GHRONICLE. 435

BRYCE, McMURRICH & C6.

30 BALES (1,500 rixcrs) GREY COTTONS,
of all grades,

10 CASES (500 rieceks) WHITE COTTONS,
of all grades.

6 BALES 68 and 72 in. GREY SHEETINGS,
Praix axp Twirieb.,

The above are just to hand, belng pdrchased when the

market wes ot the low poinl

VALUE VERY SUPERIOR

COTTON AND LINEN GRAIN BAGS,
Oflce—34 Yonge Sirect, Toremioe.
AXD -
West Reoext Sraesr, GuascoWw, SCotLAXD
11]:\'<'§, McMURRICH & CO.

Toronta, December 8, 1570. 32-1y

THE
Monctary and Commercial Times, |

WITH WIHTCHM WAS BEEN ) RPORATER

THE MONTREAL TRADE REVIEW,

i
TORONTO. CAN., FRIDAYy FEB..3, 1871. |

THE APPROACHING CENSUS,

It has been rumoured that the first census |
of the Dominion is to be taken on Monday,
the third of April next, the day fixed for the
taking of the census in England. " The last]
census taken in Canada was sp utterly bad,

that it was something worse than worthless,
and the same remark! may also be made of
the census taken in the United States about
the same time.

The fact is, the taking of ia cemsus is a
statistical operation of very gréat magnitude ;
it requires the most scrupulous care, and
ponderous machinery to secure even approxi-
mate accuracy.

We believe all this is thdroughly appre-
ciated by the Government at Ottawa, as
was evinced, in the first place; by the issuing
of an act last session, comBining the best
features of the acts of other countries, and |
conferring very éxtensive ppwers.

These having been obtained, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture set itself in communi-
cation with men in different parts of the Do-
minion, with the view of taking tharough pre

liminary information, respecting the various
heads of inquiry which it praposad to make
It also appointed thirtcen staff officers, five
from Ontario, four from Quebee, and tw

each from Nova Schtia and New Brunswick,
to assist in the preparation of the schedul
and other preliminary arrabgements, and
generally to superintend in their respective

provinces the census operation.

| well adaptedito this end.
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It was found in the taking of the last
census that gne of the great evils was the

want of departmental control. The Depart-

| ment found §t impossible to answer all the

inquiries of {the Commissioners, or obtain
sufficient control of their operations to secure
uniformity of action. The consequence was
the greatest jrregularities were the rule, in-
stead of thd exception; and the way in
which the ac¢ounts of the Commissioners was
sent in, was i cause of the greatest scandal
Almost evergbody will remember the *‘ reve-
lations.” as they were called, on this head
made beforg¢ the T. 8. Brown-Sheppard-
ristow  Commission, under the Sandfield
Macdonald alministration, before ¢
the Dominiog

We believd the first object of.the Depart
ment is to take thorough steps to prevent the
recurrence of these abuses, and the stafl

officer systenj which has been adopted seems

of course, b¢ thoroughly acquainted with the

views and system of the department, and see

| that they arg carried out in their respective | s Ky
v | niarch of progress. A

| bltsiness of the Society for 1870, shows that

groups.

We have Beard, also, that in furtherance

of this end, #t will be a part of their duty te

instruct the farious Commissioners in these |

t)

views ; and that the Commissioners in . their |

turn are to @nvey the same instruction te

the enumerafors before the actual taking of
the census cémmences. There will be time
enongh between this and the 3id of April to
acccomplish ghis, with a theroughness suflici-
ent to ensufe complete uniformity in the
returns, a usiformity without which the ar-
rangement apd classifieation of the statistics
obtained wopld be simply impossible, or,
possible, utferly unreliable as was the last
census.
Preliminaty labors of this sort were never
before undeftaken in America, and itisto b
hoped that they will result in the obtaining
of an acenmite enumeration. In England
the nccessqry official machinery for good

census-taking already exists, in the Recistrar

General’s department ; and the same thing

is true of sdveral States in Europe; but
Canada and the
has Q'-}c'(IQ.“.h'l t meet the recuneae nts

2 is N
of the occasjon.

T}u- \‘uuzlr u th country sh ‘i evervs

where bé reddy to answer the questions of
the Enumergitors, truthfully and accurat
otherwise it! wil impossible to ol 3
gpood census No » should® i 1 that
those questions 1 can has a

ferenc to military affairs, or taxation of
any kind ; Inor is there any dm that
informationy as regards individuals

made publje 1 curious will | 0

means of lehrning in this way, what does 1

hese officers will, |

United States ever ningd {

. d—
— —

coficern them, and the most elderly young
lm‘l}‘ may state herage, as it really is, without
théreby endangering her possible chances of
métrimény. The object of the census is
sofely and simply to obtain the grand stock
talling of the country, for the parpose of
national and international statistics, and the
fiting of the political representatives of the
cabntry, as provided far under the Act of
Canfederation.
PR PP, o=t
EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE
SOCIETY.

in his annual

JEx-Seperintendent Barnes,
rdport for 1867 says ‘This corporation can
bé said to mark and distinguish the com-

mencement of the recent ast yunding progress
intthe business of Life Insurance.” At the
tifhe of its organization (1859) enly two com-
pshies in New York State were issuing new
pélicies, exceeding one thousand per annum.
While the Equitable has been the means of
| ci¥ing & pow rinl impetus to the growth of life
liifsuranee, it has steadily led the van in tlie
ement of the new

at

0§00 pew policies were issued, insuring no
la#s an accregate sum than forty millions »
dellars !
tHau any other compeny in the world for the

or ten millions more new insurance §

| sdéime vear.
¥The Equitable was start

stbak af £100,000, at which sum it still re-

:

1 with'a espital

!
| nfpins, and upon which th tockholders re-
|
|

céive anly lezal interest of 8oven percent. per
While

sompany, it is, sub-

e’ 3 the «'1l‘17‘? ~

afinuny, as provided in t
i€l is pominally a stock

sthntiglly, 2 mutual—so constituted and com-
l"th.l"?‘ d that ea h poliey-holder re ¢eives his
| efjuitable share-of the surplus profils arising

.| ofit of the business

A eood deal of distrust has arisen from the

ffilure of two or three' American Jlife com-
Phuics, whith has no doub fected all, more
rlf 1 9. There 18, hows ¥, no Jt st cause for
'l:l:n':.x. M ted the collapse
Jf many of the smaller your r offices, hate¢h
ofl into life by t he s, and foroed
dh 118 American peopl as fair or foul
0 the s ) { ‘ T rand AN
t® the probable future fevy ns-
spciated with them. Tl predictions arenow

beinefulflled ; and the work has only begun.
Probably a score, at least, have yet to follow
f the Great Western Mutual
d Mechanic’s ; the hand-
t | t soals their doom i
oo mdain to be interpreted. While these

£ ‘ ¢t 1, they uld not give
ri pici directed
9 pat 3 . ’ - "“ r ‘-|;'\3b]n,
standine in the front rank, and w hose finan-
¢ial position is not (uestione 1




