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30 BALES (1,500 puce») GREY COTTONS, 
of all grades.

10 CASES (500 pieces) WHITE COTTONS, 
of all grades.

0 BALES 68 and 72 in. GREY SHEETINGS, 
Plain and Twilub.

The shore are Jo.l to haiel, being parchsstd wb. a the 
market was at the low i-oiut.

VALVE VEHT MPERIOlt.

COTTON AND LINES GRAIN BAGS.

on re St lease Slreet, Toreote.
»*D ^

Werf Rrorxr Smear. OlssooW. SceO-ax».
BRYC^ McMVBRlCH A CO.

Toronto, December S, 13Tb. îî-ly

THE

’iHouetary an;l <£ommrmal times.
mi which has »n:x in. * aronx-rr»

THE MONTREAL TRADE REVIEW.

TORONTO, CAN., FRIDAY, FEB^S, 1871.

THE APPROACHING CENSUS.

It hae been rumoured that the first census 
of the Dominion ia to be taken on Monday, 
the third of April next, the diy fixed for the 
taking of the census in England. The last 

f census taken in Canada was so utterly bad, 
that it was something worse than worthless, 
and the same remark may also be made of 
the census taken in the United States about 
the same time.

The fact is, the talcing of w census is a 
statistical operation of very great magnitude ; 
it requires the most ecrupidous care, and 
ponderous machinery to secure even approxi­
mate accuracy.

We believe all this is thoroughly appre­
ciated by the Government at Ottawa, as 
was evinced, tn the first places by the issuing 
of an act last session, combining the beet 
features of the acts of other countries, and 
conferring very extensive powers.

These having been obtained, the Depart­
ment of Agriculture set itself in communi­
cation with men in different parts of the Do­
minion, with the view of taking thorough pre-

It wai foind in the taking of the last 
census that éne of the great evils was the 
want of departmental control. The Depart­
ment found lit impossible to answer all the 
inquiries of jthe Commissioners, or obtain 
sufficient coiàrol of their operations to secure 
uniformity of action. The consequence was 
the greatest irregularities were the rule, in­
stead of thd exception ; and the way in 
which the accounts of the Commissioners was 
sent in, was casse of the greatest scandal. 
Almost everybody will remember the “reve­
lations,” as they were called, on this head 
made bcfoii the T. 9. Brown-Shcppard- 
Bristow Cojnmission, under the Sandfield 
Macdonald administration, before the era of 
the Domini®

We helievj the first object of-the Depart 
ment is to ta^c thorough steps to prevent the 
recurrence <ff these abuses, and the staff 
officer systeni which has been adopted seems 
well adapte dfto this end. These officers will, 
of course, b<| thoroughly acquainted with the 
views and system of the department, and see 
that they sro carried out in their respective 
groups. j v

We have beard, also, that in furtherance 
of this end, H will be a part of their duty to 

«L- ».-vrious Commissioners in these 
it the Commissioners in their 

invey the same instruction to 
before the actual taking of 

imencee. There will lie time 
in tliis and the 3rd of April to 

liis, w ith a thoroughness suffici- 
oomplcte uniformity in the 

returns, a uniformity without which the ar­
rangement aid classification of the statistics 
obtained wo* Id be simply impossible, or, 
]>ossible, uterly unreliable as was the last 
census. | — ■ J

Preliminary labels of this sort were never 
before undt^aken in America, and it is to be 
hoped that f ley will result in the obtaining 
of an acciimte enumeration. In England 
the necessary official machinery for good 
census-taki* already exists, in the Registrar 
General’s d^iartment ; and the same thing 
is true of ^
Canada ant 
has to he rr 
of the occ 

The poop 
where be rel

1,
instruct the 
views ; and 
turn are to 
the euume 
the census 
enough bet 
acccomplish 
ent to ensi

OHRONICLE. 4?5

eoiicem them, and the most elderly young 
la% may state her age, as it really ia, without 
thereby endangering her possible chances ci 

imeny. The object of the census ia 
>ly and simply to obtain the grand stock 
ing of the country, for the purpose ol 
ioiial and international statistics, and the 

of the political representatives of the 
intry, as provided for nnder the Act of 
federation.

EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE 
SOCIETY.

x-Superintendent Barnes, in his annual 
>rt Air 1807 says “This corporation cm 

■aid! to mark and distinguish the com- 
ncement of the recent astounding progress 
,he business of Life Insurance.’ At the 
ie of its organisation (1859) only two corn­
ues In New Yolk State were issuing new 
licie% exceeding one thousand per annum, 
tiile the EqniUble lias been the means of 
ieg s powerful impetus to the growth of life 

idturaijce, it has steadily led the van in the 
march of progress. A statement of the new 
üSüilir m of the Society for 1870, showa that 
9jR.)0 Sew policies were issued, insuring no 
1* ait aggregate sum than forty millions o 
dilareh or ten millions more new insurant* f 
that! aay other company in the world for the 
sBn# year.
Irite Equitable was started with a capital 

sé»«k of *100,000, at whiek sum it still re­
noms, and upon which the stockholders re­
ceive only legal interest of O ven percent, per 
aljmini, as provided in the charter. While 
iCis nominally a stock company, it ia, strb- 
aiuitUlly, a mutual—so constituted and txm- 
djfcet,'il that each policy-holder receives hi» 
o|uiUl>’.c sharc-of the surplus proPVs :: firing 
o|t of the business.
? A good deal of distrust has arisen from the 

fjihire of two or three American fife cmn- 
lÀuii'S. which- has no doubt effected all, mere 

1rs*. There is however, no just cause for 
alarmt Months ago we predicted the collapse 
,jf many of -the smaller young offices, hatch-

t______ _________________ a qfl into life by the hot-bed pnoees and forded
oral States in Europe ; bnt in ' dfc thf American people by means fair or fold,
the Lifted States everything j tO the serions detriment <>f life insurance, itftd 
ited to meet the requhcnienta t* the proliable futnredis^u* of everyone n»- 
pu. I liciatrd with them. Thoseprcdictinaisnreniiw

of the country should every* ÀingfulCUcd ; and the work has only begun, 
v to answer the questions of i #rob»bly a score, at least, have vet to follow

liminary information, respecting the various the Enumerators, truthfully and accurately^ ■ tM footsteps ........ • • - •
heads of inquiry which it proposal to make, otherwise it* will be impossible to obtain a ÿd die Farmer s and . lechamc’s ; the band­
it also appointed thirteen rtaff officers, five good census; No one should imagine that |riti|g on the wall that s a s t .<>r °°”
from Ontario, four from Qtebce, and two those qnesiipns have, or can have, any re- «»> .inn to be wirintcn» • •
eeeh from Nova SdbtU and New Brunswick, fereneo to Military affaire, or taxation >i feu bannot be Ignored, they shouH not^r. 
to assist in the preparation of the schedules any kind ; [nor is thtre any danger that •*-' t> .” • 5 g . ’ ^ .
and other preliminary arravgtmenta, and infonuationl as regards individuals will be strict «.eh companies a» the f,,ul * •
generally to superintend in their respective made pubic. The curious will have no Ranting m the front rank, and whose finba- 
provinces the census operation. ' means of learning in this way, what does not tial fruition u not questioned.


