. were a heavier burden than the Old Man

; / WHERE HE CAUGHT THEM.
i It was in the smoker of a parlor car.

- do you know where the surprise came

_ Drummer No. 1. .Reckon it put the drinks

-

11k VICTORIA HOME ;om_

AN OLD LEGEND,

Once there was a man—so the legénd
runs—who had had on his hands for many
years some goods of which he could not
possibly dispose. He grew weary of seeing
them, until it seemed to him that they

of the Sea, and that he was in sorrier
straits than Sinbad. = 'When the burden
became greater than he could bear, he
shifted it to the shoulders of the auction-
eer, a resource from which poor Sinbad
was debarred. A few days later, walking
up the street and wondering with what he
should fill the space left by the sale of his
goods, his eye lit upon a shop window
which impressed him as containing a
choice selection of articles of exactly the
quality and quantity suitable to his pur.
poses. And he went within to secure
them, but found to his chagrin and amaze-
ment that they were his own despised
wares arranged with some sense of appre-
ciation and harmony.

Four drummers on a five-dollar-a-day
allowance were telling tall atories of
lavishness in spending money.

“Iknew a man who gave a waiter a ten-
dollar bill for a tip,” said one.

*That's nothing,” said asecond. *“1I
knew a man who invited his friends to
dinner and put a hundred-dollar bill under
the plate of each ome for a surprise, and

int”

“No,” chornsod the other drummers.
‘“ Wheret?”

*“Why, at that point when the guests
discovered that the hundred-dollar bills,
were counterfeit.”

“Ha! ha!” laughed the chorus.

*“ Pretty good, that, boys, eh?” said

on me. Well, give your orders and we’ll
listen to the next He.”

“ Gentlemen,” said a weak-voiced, mild-
mannered repreunutlve of the dry gocds
trade, “I had a brother who used to
amuse himself by knocking the dismonds
out of his rings and burning them up.”

The weak-voiced man paused and the
drummers gulped down their dfinks, each
trying to think of some way of crushing
this outrageous little liar.

“ Bet you five to one he never burned s
diamond,” exclaimed one.

“ Bet yon four to one, diamonds won’t
burn.”

“ Bet you threo to one he never knocked
a diamond out of a ring.”

. “TI'll take odds you never had a brother.’

‘* Gentlemen,” answered the weak-voiced
drummer, in even a weaker tone than
usual, *“I accept all your bets, the unit
being $5. Here is my roll,” and he pulled
forth a well-stuffed wallet. *.Kindly put
up yours.”

The drummers “put up” in silence.
Then their mild-mannered comrade con.
tinued: * Gentlemen,—My brother is the

professor of chemistry in Stevens Insti-
tute. Every year in the course of his
lectures he is allowed $50 for the beautiful
and interesting experiment of carbonizing

brother buys the diamon4 in advance and
has it set in a ring, which he wears con-
spicuously during the previous lectures.
Then when the day comes for carbonizing
the gem he loosens it from its setting be-
fore the class, and burns it to a dead and
worthless mass of black cinders in an
oxy-hydrogen flame. I assure you the
experiment, as my brother performs it, is
well worth seeing, and I will now trouble
you for twenty-five, twenty, fifteen, ten
and five, which makes seventy:five dollars
in all., Thanks! You will now see,
gentlemen, the advantages which even a
drummer may derive from having received
a liberal education.”

THE NEW YORK
Hat & Gents Fur-

nishing House,
LARENCE BLOCK,

rer Yates and Douglas St. -

IMPORTER

——fOF THE—

Finest Lines

i

Men's Furnishings.

H MARYMOUNT.
MILLER & BLOOMFIELD

DETECTIVE AGENOY.

All business strictly confidential. Our asency
has oohxmunlcotion with all the lu%(t:gu etec-
tive cies in Canada, United ~and
Great Britain. P. O. Box 824.

18 CHANCERY LANE, VICTORIA.

BALMORAL
Hotel 2 Restaurant

DOUGLAS STREET, from Fort to View,

Best i’urnished Honne_ln- the City. European
Plan,

F. W. GARLAND, Prop.
HOM&EOPATHY.

Dz. JOHN HALL, 98 Yates street, over
Cochrane & Munn’s Drug Store. Chronic
and Children’s diseases a specialty, Office
hours, from 1 to 4 p. m, onl™ excepting Sun-
day and holidays.

ERSKINE'S Boot and Shoe Emporium,
132 Government st., cor. Johnson &t

a diamond by heat. In order to make
this upe{!mtmm impressive my

COLE WOODALL, Architect, Belmont
Block. 60 Yates st, .

PIC-NIC PARTIE

BON MAncuE,

44% GOVERNMENT STREET.

E. A. McEachren,

DIRECT IMPORTER

OF FRUIT, VEGETABLES, AND GEN
ERAL PRODUCE. GAME OF ALL
KINDS IN SEASON,

OSBORNE HOUSE,

BLANCHARD ST, COR. PANDORA.

FIRST-OCLASS BOARD

By Day, Week or Month, at reasonable
rates.
C. W, MONK, Proprietor.

James Mortimer,
AUCTIONEER.

Cor View and Broad
VICTORIA.
JOHNSON & CO.

GENERAL AUCTIONEERS,

Advances Money on Furniture,
etc., confined for absolute sale.

40 BROAD STREET, VICTORIA

W hen are You Going to Die?

You Don’t Know ?
INSURE WITH THE

UNION MUTUAL LIFE
L e mouid yon.

makefurther payments,

mwmu ‘on




