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SOT ES AND COMMENTS.

SVe are told that some merchants in 
•Cork say they made more out of 
lK»srs. Moody and Sankey’s meetings 
Ihaiiby the Industrial Exhibition, in
consequence of old debts which had
bet„ paid after Mr. Moody's appeals 
to make restitution.— The Christian.

Dr. Vincent advises that parental 
authority be used in the matter of 
studying Sunday-school lessons at 
home, as is done to compel attention 
to arithmetic and grammar. At any 
rate, the lesson should be studied and 
t .eu committed to memory.

Bishop Hargrove, in the introduc- 
tijn to his sermon in Macon, Ga., a 
fc, weeks ago, said ; “ Whenever
find has written an obituary of any of 
his servants, he has made it short. ”
0 that we all had bible sens£ — Wes­
leyan Advocate.

'The farmer who every year aban­
dons a part of his land that he has 
ruined by bad farming, and takes in 
new ground to cultivate, is as wise as 
the pastor who depends on revival re­
cruits to make up for members lost by 
lack of faithful pastoral oversight.— 
Nashville Adv.

It is the power of God in the gospel 
that gives it its strength and makes it 
a blessing, and that power is commu­
nicated through those who use the 
truth as teachers of their fellow-men.
As a rule, it is proper to say that in 
proportion as the gospel has its control 
in the soul of him who preaches it 
will it affect the hearts and lives of 
others. — United Presbyterian.

It is The Church Times (English 
Hiyh) which has a notice of “ XV ayside 
Springs,” by Ur. Theodore L. Cuyler, 
an “American Dissenterof some sort.
It says that “ not a few of the chap­
ters might easily be made into very 
u.vfuî Mmons-by putting some dis­
tinctive Church doctrine into them, 
and omitting the unsound parts. 
Independent.

A Wesleyan minister the other day 
•puke words of sympathy and encour­
agement at a Unitarian meeting. 
Well and good, if he made clear the | 
testimony which he is bound to bear 
concerning the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. If he did not, he will 
probably live to see his mistake. VV e 
admire liberty and breadth of thought, 
but the breadth that is boundless has 
no charms for us .—London Methodist.

The winter is a better season for 
Sunday school work than the summer, 
especially in the country. In the 
summer the days are long and the 
nights are short, and those who work 

I through the long, hot days have but 
I little time or inclination to study 
Sunday-school lessons. In the winter 
the days are short and the nights long, 
and the time between dark and bed 
time cannot be better occupied by 
our young people than in the study o

English of remarkable purity, and on 
being asked how he acquired such a 
style, he replied : “ I learned my
English from y jur best classics ; you 
American learn yours from your 
servants. The mother who gives her 
children over to the care of an unedu­
cated nurse during their most impres­
sionable years, expecting that they 
will grow up able to speak pure Eng 
lish, is likely to be sadly disappoint­
ed some fine day.”

1 a w'ord —Holston Meth.
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The worshippers of Emerson (says 
the irotdiman) had their sensibilities 
dreadfully rasped by Mr. Matthew 

mold's estimate of the god of their 
idolatry. They had only applause for 
his irreverent handling of the Bible, 
but when he made Emerson any thing 
less than divine, flawless,absolute, as 
alulopopher, poet, seer, they pro­
nounced him wrong-headedf blind, 
prejudiced, and all the rest. They 
can settle their own account with the 
English critic. We have no sugges­
tions to offer.

The Scandinavia says that in Nor­
way suicides are comparatively rare, 
seventy two in a million. This u 
thought to be due to the progress in 
the temperanso reform and to the 
large emigration, which removes the 
discontented. Thie is supposed to 
account for the email ratio, eeventeen 
to a million, in Ireland. The larger 
ratio of two hundred and sixty two to a 
million in Denmark ne*y be partly 
due to the arrangement by which the 

lold peasants retire and live upon 
rearly payments from their children, 

la pian not prmnotive of content.
It is said that the necessity for the

ladmimstration of the ordinances of
baptism and the sacrament of -he 
Lord « supper to Christian women im- 
anred in ws mniw by heathen custom, 
,nd whose hn-.bands are yet heathen, 
n , > pressing on the India i missionary 
fore» that the CJeut-a e cferenee o. 
missionaries of all societies, held in 
Koreoiber lae , seriously contera plat _ 
td re« mmtmdmg the ordination, of 
Didm women Ibb e readers, last these 

salute m prison” ■■«h» ‘he
“ ero.r.ew es of ih# Lord s house. — 
*. W. AM

k good story is told of the Hindu 
ssholsr Mosoomdar, whose visit to the 
Umted States is making quite aaeoaa- 
ion. ile speefcs with greet leeeey

Soma more enduring monument 
than stone is needed, if we would live 
in the world’s memory :—The New 
York Tribune says : “ The sandstone 
statue of William Penn presented to 
Fairmount park,. Philadelphia, by Mr. 
John Walsh is wearing away so fast 
that in a few years more it will repre­
sent almost any departed worthy as 
faithfully as the famous Quaker. 
Several weeks ago the rim of William’s 
hat fell off and though it was skillfully 
replaced its tenure is uncertain. The 
sculpture which the elements are thus 
demolishing is sixteen feet high, and 
when first carved it was tine as well as 
imposing."

The late Professor Sophocles was 
once approached by a visitor of the 
Shapira genus, who had some manu­
scripts alleged to be autographs of 
some of the early Fathers of the 
Church. The venerable Greek ex­
posed the pretensions of several with­
out losing his composure ; but when 
at last the original manuscript of the 
Athanasian Creed, in the writing of 
St. Athanasius (!), was produced, he 
called his visitor’s attention to a large 
club in the corner of the room, and 
pointed significantly toward the door, 
by which the terrified man made his 
escape with some precipitation. JV. 
Y. Paper.

The London Christian Common­
wealth makes the following statement: 
—“ It is stated that whqn Dr. Ben­
son, now Aren bishop oi vanteiu ury, 
was Bishop of Truro, he was respon­
sible for what took place in the Di­
vinity School, where it was the custom 
to receive private confession, and to 
grant individual absolution. Many 
of Doctor Benson’s Truro students 
are said to have confessed before 
Canon Mason (who has just come to 
London). Canons Harvey, Whittaker, 
(son of the late Provost of Trinity 
College, Toronto), and Wilkinson— 
who were under Dr. Benson s direct 

i control—always made the sign of the 
cross at the recitation of the Creed, 
and practised genuflexion before the 
altar.”

Mariner’s Bethel, with old-fashion­
ed spirit, is meeting its current ex­
penses in dependence upon God and 
the people without resort to the doubt­
ful means which, alas ! have become 
too general. Church Festivals, Fairs, 
Oyster Suppers, and Lectures have 
been repudiated, and the result is all 
the money needed to meet heavy in­
terest and all other demands, with 
over |1,000 in hand toward the liqui 
dation of principal debt. The pastor, 
Cummins, reports this with joy beam­
ing from his face, and furthermore, 
that sinners are getting converted all 
the time. Verily, this is a safe line 
on which to travel.— Phil. Cor. of N, 
Y. Adv.

People who have not been on long 
sea voyages can form very little idea 
of the shifts to which ntuahetically 
superstitious folks are put in the per­
formance of their rites on board ship. 
The devotees of the Papacy are reduc 
ed to the necessity of using a piano for 
their High Altar ; and we have heard 
recently of an Episcopal clergyman of 
the English Church feeling the dire 
necessity of so exactly bowing to the 
East that a eompase had to figure in 
the paraphernalia of worship I '"hat 
a commentary upon the declaration of 
the Master—“God is a. Spirit, and 
they that worship him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. net. 
Intelligencer.

The following paragraph from a con­
temporary easts a paiafudy lurid light 
on one dark phase of our social life : 
“ In connection with the suicide a few 
days aim of a young woman from one 
of the Thames bridges, a large number 
of persons Came t« view the b -dy to 
identify it as their daughter, a-id no 
fewer than three end so identity - 
They were all mistaken, ns it happen 

d • but the fact, nevertheless, is ui 
ivo of the num -er olpleasantly sugges-

Lare.: wotne-: vim must be at present 
wandering..if. of Light of their put
and #.i{?c>n')y unhapt f •« llv\ 1 P'*'ô 
ion of the latter, to Commit ru chid ^ 
“ On roast London,” l’-usfc e-.n.prnJC 
nany v lio arc far removed ftum the 
ranks of the very poor, but wLone 
lives are sadder and whosu future is 
•veil darker than that of the unhs-ppy 
eUrvelioga over whom Society ye 
lately been shedding its eorrectiye 
ima. — The ChriMia*.

THE MISSIONARY PLAYER- 
MEETING.

At a recent meeting of the M. E. 
Missionary Committee, by whose in­
vitation a large number of Presiding 
Elders were present, Gen. Clinton B. 
Fiske said :

My duty in connection with- the 
American Missionary Society led me, 
not long since, to visit New England.
The subject of missions came up, and 
the contributions of the Congregation­
al church for missions ; and T asked a 
celebrated man in the American board 
what was, after all, the great secret 
of their success in collecting money»
Said he : “ it is the monthly mis­
sionary prayer-meeting. We under­
took to have our people in .the spirit- 
of a missionary revival all the time, 
and we were a long time in getting 
them into it.” My thought about all 
these things is that sterner work,more 
thorough preaching fibout it, some­
thing that shall lead the whole church 
to a spiritual sacrifice, and then the 
battle is won. f believe we shall all 
come out jf this meeting immensely 
encouraged to go ahead. I Believe all 
these districts will be better for this 
meeting, and that an influence will go 
out to the whole church that will tell 
very largely upon the success of our 
missionary society the coming year.
I feel drawn to give an utterance from 
the pew on another subject It some­
times seems as if the preachers do not 
appreciate the intense power and in­
spiration there is in this missionary 
work. They preach about a great va­
riety of subjects, in a learned and la­
bored way, that may be well enough 
in themselves ; but I often think how 
much easier and better it would be, 
and how much more helpful to the 
people, if they would present to us 
the great movements of our church 
and of other churches in this work of 
capturing the world. In the days of 
the great war the secular papers made 
everything give way to news from the 
front. We ought to be as wise in our 
generation as the children of this 
world. Every preacher who will fill 
himself full of this world embracing 
and world conquering theme, put his 
soul into it and empty it red hot upon 
his people, will be certaia to have in­
terested and instructed and earnest 
hearers. Fill the racks with this kind 
of provender, and the sheep will al­
ways be found there. I cannot resist 
the conviction that it is a shame to be 
a pastor of a church and to be able,on 
the shortest notice, to preach on tem­
perance, or on passing events, and 
not be able to preach on the great 
matter of saving the world. It is a 
big mistake for a preacher or for a 
layman te think that everything must 
be kept at home, and that we ought 
not to do anything for anybody ex­
cept ourselves. This is not the spirit 
of the Gospel, and brings only dry 
rot and death. It goes from the 
preacher to the officials, and from the 
officials to the rank and file of the 
membership, until everybody in the 
church believes that everything is to 
be kept home ; and then the pastor’» 
support Buffers as much as the collec­
tions that were feared. There is mon­
ey enough in the church ; we have : 
ability, and all we need is availability, j 
We laymen bring our families to the , 
church and put our children under | 
the training of our pastors, and we ! 
have the right to expect that our child­
ren will be developed into broad and 
generous men and women ; that they 
will understand that the church is to 
conquer this world in the near future. 
We want them broadened and deepen­
ed in their characters and in their , 
natures, until they shall be fit to as- 
sociaU »;th the eitizens of heaven. | 
V.\ do not rant t or pastor to send 
them up to heaven on any commuta- ' 
ri„;, ticU‘3; it sauh a way that they 
r ther-: bo classed with the dwarfs 
tud pigmies, but we want them to 
uieke honorable reeorde for ee in the 
higher eirelee.

In the dark dood of a greet sorrow 
the beautiful bow of God • promise is 
often seen se we look up.

TEST CENTURY.

** Christianity Triumphant : Infi­
delity an Inglorious Failure,” was the 
subject of the Rev. Dr. John P. New­
man’s morning sermon at the Madison 
Avenue Congregational church. The 
presober said :—Infidelity has failed 
to hold its own. Take a hundred 
year» This is- fair. Let a* appeal 
to the records and ascertain what is 
the historic expression of those times. 
—French atheism and English deism 
had flooded two continents with the 
writing» of Voltaire and other infidels, 
and in thirteen years 6,000,000 copies 
of their works were sold- A reaction 
had taken place against the church 
which had been allied with political 
oppressions. There was a universal 
shout for ’iberty and America respon­
ded. The founders of this republic 
were not against Christianity, but 
against a political church. Yet there I 
were many prominent infidels, at 
whose head was Thomas Paine, a man 
of great power. Infidel clubs were 
organised throughout the country. 
Dueling was a national vice and a 
duelist was elected Vice Présidant 
ef the United States. Profanity, in­
temperance and Sabbath desecration 
held high carnival. These are the 
children of infidelity. It may be said 
that infidelity had control of the Am­
erican colleges. Yale, Princeton, and 
William and Mary's were tilled with 
students who loved to be called by 
their classmates—Voltaire, Diderot, 
and D’Alembert. But infidelity has 
not held its o*n. The colleges of this 
country are t4-day in the hands of 
Christian*. £nqt »f H.0G0 Barrel 
graduates within the last ten years 
only two were sceptics, one an atheist, 
and one an agnostic. Eighty-three 
years ago there were but twelve de­
nominational colleges, and now there 
are 312, the property of which is esti­
mated at $69,000. Within the last 
seven years Princeton has realised' 
$14,000,000. In the last thirty 
years out of 31,000 college students, 
25,000 were in Christian colleges. In- 
delity has not a single college, though 
it has sought to capture some that are 
Christian. Christian literature has 
taken the place ef- that which a hun­
dred years ago wee infidel. The re­
ceipts of religious publication houses 
in the last ten years was $43,000. 
People will have religious books. The 
people give their money for Christi­
anity. In 1882 the Presbyterians 
gave $10,500,000, the Methodists 
17,000,000 for the faith. For home 
and foreign mission» our people gave 
in ten years $50,000,000, and in twen­
ty years, from 1860 to 1880, they gave 
for missions and religious books, $163- 
000,000. In the last ten years 4,000- 
000 communicants have been added 
to the Christian churches of this 
country. Infidelity has failed to or­
ganize noble charities, failed tw reform 
the vicious and to answer the great 
arguments for Christianity.— N. Y. 
Herald.

are not disturbed by its threatening»; 
some doubt the existence of a hell. 
Some are lulling their consciences to 
sleep by lying promises of future re­
pentante. Some are so absorbed in 
the money-making or pleasure-seek­
ing of this life that they have shut 
their eyes to the idea of eternity. I 
care not, my impenitent friend, what, 
may be the cause oi your slumber, or 
what may he the anodyne that Satan 
has used to drug you. Sin hi a mock­
er. Yon are under its spell. You do 
not realize your terrible guilt in re­
jecting the Saviour, or ryour terrible 
danger in risking a “wrath to come.” 
You cannot sleep much longer. Death 
will soon loose your frail held on 
shroud or spar, and hurl you off, as 
from mast-head into the bottomless 
deep L When you awake it will be 
too late- ; it will be an awakening to 
shame and remorse and everlasting 
contempt.—Dr. T. L. Cuyler.

VARIETIES OF EXPERIENCE.

No two men feel exactly alike, al­
though they may have precisely the 
same kind of feeling. They may be 
moved by the same joy or the same 
sorrow, and yet in one jyy and sorrow 
alike find vent in tears, while the oth­
er, whether joyous or sorrowful, is 
impassive as marble. Our mistake is 
to confound emotion with its cause, 
and to value the tears which flow 
down the cheeks of the penitent more 
than the penitence which draws them 
from their fountain. Many a deeply 
contrite sinner has grieved and mourn­
ed over hie hardneee of heart, a»d cov­
eted the tears which flowed freely from 
the eyes- of persons much less peni­
tent than himself, while in reality his 
heart was not hard at all. Many re­
fuse to- believe and accept God's sim­
ple promises, because they can not be 
persuaded that thay are sufficiently 
contrite, and thus they are cheated 
out of blessings to which they are 
clearly entitled.

Emotional frames count Sur very 
little with the Almighty. Hannah 
shed no tear, uttered no cry, breathed 
no sigh, and yet her whole soul was 
drawn out after God in mighty faith 
and prayer. God cares me.-Vfor faith 
than tears, and has more i-egard for 
truth, in the inward parts than rapture 
upon the countenance. Many of the 
very best people ill the world have an 
unruffled experience for years togeth­
er. They have the peace which flows 
like a river, the jpy which is unutter­
able, and the love whioh sweetens 
and brightens everything it touches, 
and yet they seem to live in absolute

There is too much of unreality in the 
kfe that surrounds us,—a vast amount 
of pretension, show and sham, cov­
ering a too limited proportion .of real 
genuine piety, grace and godliness.

W. F. Bainbridge, speaking of his 
travels in China, says : “ Nearly six 
huadred miles up the Yang tsi Knuig, 
a Chinese officer heard that a high 
mandarin was coming along on our 
beat, and he prepared to display a mil­
itary force equal to the rations ht waa 
drawing. Through my glass 1 count­
ed twenty real soldiers, and nearly 
two hundred cents and hats stuck on 
poles !”

This was in China How is it else­
where ? What shall we say of the 
Church ? Here are genuine, dovited 
Christian soldiers—a few, but oh, 
what hosts of “ poles with hats on !” 
Here are soldiers who count but de 
not tight ; wtio draw rations but do 
not dafeat foes.

Hese is a society or board of officer» 
composed of twenty or thirty men ; 
two or three of them are workers, and 
the rest are “ hats stuck on poles.”

Would that we could see more real­
ity ; there would then be less call for 
pretence ; less dress parade and sham 
tight, and more actual warfare against 
the world, the flesh and the deviL 
We have reed foes ; let us see to it 
that we are real soldiers—good sol­
diers of the Lord Jesus Christ, clad 
in the whole armor of God, ready ta 
resist unto blood, striving against sin.

A BINT TO THE SEEKER.

In times of awakening some peni­
tents remain a long time in the ranks 
of the seekers. They are slow, dull 
learners in the school of faith. In 
some cases this is caused by the lack 
of livht ; the simplicity of faith is 
something they do not clearly compre­
hend. Such penitents need special 
personal instruction. But with most 
slow-moving seekers the real difficulty 
is the lack, not of light, but of ear- ’ 
neatness. They are not seeking Christ 
with all their hearts. They do not 
possess that agony of desire which 
moves the soul to cast itself in self- 
despair upon Christ. Their type may 
bo seen in a farmer, who when touch­
ed by the Spirit of God, mourned over 
his sins, but found no comfort. One 
day, while sitting before the fire with 
a sad countenance, and musing on his 
condition, he suddenly looked toward 
his believing wife and asked, “ What
must I do to become a Christian ?" 

quietness, and breathe an atmosphere The good woman at once recalled the 
of absolute calm. God ha. made them ] fact that not long before her husband 
30 We cannot imitate them, and having loet a bank-note in h.s barn,
should not try. Much less should we had said, “ I will search for it till I 
try to borrow that whi.h is exception- *«»d it.” Alludin* lo this remark, 
al, and which we have the least reaso*. I now replied, “ You must seek for 
to expect that God will give us. It is pardon as you sought for th# bank-

PLAIN PREACHING.

“ If,” said the eloquent Addison 
Alexander, “you know what it is to 
be aroused by a heavy crash from a 
pleasant dream, what will it be when 
the long dream of life is dissolved by 
the blast of the great trumpet of God ? 
It is related by a man who was on 
board ef a steamer that blew up, that 
when the explosion occurred he was

a common observation among experi­
enced Christians that no believer at 
the outset finds the frame of mind 
which he fancies for himself. If he 
decides to be a quiet Christian he will 
probably turn out to bo mure or less

note.” He saw the point, threw hia 
whole soul into his seeking, and speed­
ily found the waiting Christ. It is 
always thus. Really earnest seekers, 
who have been taught the way of 
faith, soon tind Him who is already

straying sheep- “ Seek and ye shall 
! find. '—Eton’s Herald.

boisterous. If he craves tempestuous ! seeking them as a shepherd seeks a 
emotional feeling, he is usually left 
without any outward manifestation 
whatever. God may cmne in the tem­
pest, in the earthquake, in the lire, or 
in the still small voice ; but it is not 
for mortal man to say which it shall 
be. It is for us to wait in perfect sub­
mission for whatever mamf- stationfiueivu vvvui i Via 11V wc*- _ .

, . a , . .- 0 ; God may see ht to give us. Our heartsfast asleep. His first sensation was a ^ 3 .. . , , ,, .til». are to be in His keeping, and whetherpleasant one, as though he had been , ,” , . .. , He enters the low,y heart-temple mflying through the air. He opened i 
3 6 ,, ’v , xt... the glory which Isaiah saw, or comeshis eyes and he was in the sea . May K 3 , 3 , . like the meek dove which J i.n saw,there not be something like this m the , ,

, . , -, .1 1 it is for us to rejoice and ho glad atsensation of the sinner who dies with ( 11 J. . , tr His coming- Hut wc div»ui«i not cra\ohis soul asleep, and imagines himself 3 ,, , , . . , visible tokens, or wonderful txperi-soaring toward the skies, but awakens - ,„ ... , , t.nrt-s. If the Holy One dm :a softlyamid the roar of a lashing tempest
upon tne ocean of God s wrath !

This is tremendous preaching ;
would to God that we heard more of

All trades have their mystery and 
difficulty; so hath Christianity. A 
young car pent, r gi vet h more blows, 
and inaketh more chips, but an old 
artist doth the must and best work.

It from the pulpit of oar day ! Never 
was it more needed ; for multitudes 
are rooked to slumber at the mast-head 
by the opiate of unbelief. Some duobt 
Aha inspiration of God'» Word, and

enccs.
down into our hearts uae the dove 
upon the Master, surely it is enough 
for the disciple*to be as his Lord. 
Indian Witness.

Have you talents ? I se them for 
Christ's glory ; spend and !„■ spent 
f„r him. Let your heart study for 
Cl:nst, your hands work f- r loin, and 
your tongue fq>v tk f t' him. It Chiist 
be our advoe.iti- in h mvi-m, w e mus 
be fact is f.o turn on earth ; every 
one in his sphere must act vigorously 
for him.

The power to do groat things gen­
erally arises from the willingnee to 
do small things.

The bihit < f religious dawdling is 
one of the worst forms of besoming
sin. It stands in the wsy of «Very 
virtue.

\


