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her head also under the avater, he departed and left

" herto the woinen.” - Now, 11" antiquity be plead as a

proef that immersion was the renlly primibeve mode
of baptizing, it ust be plead in favour of the grass
nnd offensive circuinstance of baptizing naked, which
was considered of as much impurinuce as the other ;
und then we mnay salely leave it tur any vue 10 8ay
whether he really believes that the three thousand per-
sons mentioned in the Acis of the Aposties were bap-
tized naked ? and when St. Paul baptized Lydin, she
was put into the water naked by her wuinen, and
that the Apostle then hastened ¢ to put her head un-
der water also; using the form of baptism, and yetir-
el lenving her to the womnen’ totike ber avay to

dress 7 [immersion; with all ita apendages, dipping |

three times, nakednegs, unction, the eating ot uilk
and honey, exorcism, &e., bears mnilest marks of
that disposition to improve upon Go.l’s ordiances, for
which even the close of the second century was re-
markable, and which laid the foun lation ot that ge-
neral corruption which so speedity folluwed.

Bt we procesd to ure Nww 'Festament itself, and
deny that n single clear case of baptism by hnmersion
can be produced from iv. |

‘The word iwelf, as it has Leen ofién shown,
proves nothing. ‘The verb, with its derivatives, sig-
nifies to dip the hand into a Jdish, Matt. xxvi. 28 ;" w0
‘stain a vesture with blood, Rev, xix. 14 ; to wet the
hady with dew, Dan. iv. 33 ; to print or smear tho
fuce with colours ; 10 stain the hand by pressinz a
substauce ; t3 be overwhelmad in the wuters asa

sunken ship ; to le drowned by falling into water ;'

to sink in the uneuter sense ; to inunerse totally, to
plunge up to the neck ; to bu imersed up to the
middle ; to be drunken with wine ; to be dyed, ting-
o, and imbued ; to wash by wffusion of water ; to
pour water upou the bands of any other part of the
body; to sprinkle. A word then of such large applica-
tion affords as gaod proofl for spriukling, ur partisl
dipping, or washing with water, us for immersion in
it. The controversy on this aconmodating word
has Leen carried on to weariness ; and it even the
advocates of’ immersion cuald prove, what they have
not been able to do, that plungin< is the only pri-
.mnary meaiing of the terin, they would gain nothing,
since, in Scripture, isis notorionsly used to expres
other applications ot water. The Jews had * di-
vers baptiains” in their service ; butl these washings

of tha body in or with water were not iminersions, |

and in some instances they werc meve sprinkiings,
The Pharisees ¢ baptized before they ate,” but this
baptizing was * the washing of hands,” which in
easiern couvntries is done by xervauts pouring water
over them, and not by dipping : ¢ Here is Elisha,
the <o of Suaphat, wha poured water on the hands
of Elijah,” 2 Kings i, 11 ; that is, who acted as his
rervent. 1o the same mauner were washed | ¢ Thou
Mves o no water upon my feet,”  lLauke vii. 44,
A:n the Pharisees are said to have held the *“wash-
i or baptism of cups or pots, brazen vessels, and
o talles ;7 not certainly for'the suke of cleanliness,
{ior all people liell the washing or baptism of such
Sensils for this purpose,) but from superstitious no-
tiar of puarifization. Now, as “ sprinkling” is pre-
“*ribed in the law of Moses, aud was tunilinr to the
J w3, as the e of purification fro:n uncleanness,
ns in the case of the sprinkiing of the water of sepa-
v tion, Num. xix. 19, it is tor this reason muack more
i 2bable that the baptism of these vessels was etfegt-
vd by sprinkiing, than by either pouring or immer-
~ton But that they were unot iinmersed, at least
n > the whole of thamn, may be easily made to ap-
pear @ uad i “ baptisem,” as to any of these utensils,
does not sigoify imimersion, the argument from the
ase of the woed must ba abandoned. Suppose, then,
thie pots, cupi<, 1l brazen veesels to have been bap-
rzed by in..i-~10a 5 the ‘““beds” or couches used to
recline upon ut their meals, which they ate in un in-
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cutubent posture, couches which were constructed fog
three or five persons each to lie down npon, must eer.
tainly have been exempted from the operution of n
“ baptism” dipping, which was prohally practized,
like the * baptisin of their banda, hefore every meal,
The word is also used by the LXX., in Daa. iv. 33,
where hebuchadnezzar i3 said 1o have been wet with
the dews of beaven, which was plainly effected, nat
by bis iinmersion in dew, but by its descent upou hip,
Finally, it. occars in 1 Car. x. 2, “ And were hl')-
tized unto Moscs in the cloud and in the sea ;» whepg

| also immersion is out of the case. The laraelives
! were not immorsed in the sea, for they went thr
©1t, as on dry land ;* and they were not immersed in
| the cloud, which was ubove them. In thiscase, if the
| spray of the sea is referred to, or the decent of rajy
| froiu 1be cloud, they were baptized by sprinkling, op
at most by pouring ; and that there is an allusion 1o
tie Inirer circumstance, i made almost certain by a
passage iu the song of D:borab, und other ex
8ions in the Paalins, which speak of ¢ rain,”’ and s
‘* pouring out of water,” and ‘‘ dropping="’ (rom the
“ eloud® which directed the march of the Jews in'the
wilierness. \VWhatever, therefore, the primary inega-
iny of the verh ¢ to baptize’ may ba, is a quesiion/of .
noinportance on the one sile or the other. Leaving
the mode of adinistering bapiisr:, us a religigus
| rite, out of the question, it is used, generally, at fepst
in the Naw ‘I'estament, not to express iimmersion; in
-water, but for the act of pouring or spripklisg ;
and that baptisin, when spoken of as a religioas ri
is to be understood as adininistered by iinmersion, no

satisfuctory instzuce can be adduced.

The baptism of John is the first instance uesally
alduced in proof of this practice :—'1'be multituges
wha went out to him were * baptized of him sw
Joraan ;’ they were therefore immersed. £

‘1’0 say nothing here of the Iaborious, and appargat-

ly impossible task imposed upon John, of plengiog
{ the multitudes who flocked to him dag by day, into

the river ; anil the indecensy of the whole procesd-

ing when women were also concerned ;-itis plain
. that tha principal object of the evangelist, in maliing
| thiz statemient was to pointout the place wheve Jokn
texercised. his ministry and baptized, and not ta fes-
teribe the mnode 5 if the latter is at all referred 4y it
L mnst be neknowledged that this was incidental ta the
| otber desizn. Now it so happens that we havea
passaza which can only be fairly interpreted by.re-
ferring to his mode of baptizing, as the first cond
L ration 5 a passave, too, which John himsell uttes
; at the very time he was baptizing “in Jordan” A in-
| deed baptize you with water unto repentance j bt
i he that cometh after e is mighter than 1 : be shall
| baptize-with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” -Qur
| translators, in this passage, aware of the absurdity
i of translating the preposition n, bave pfﬂl’"_". rea-
dered it with ; but the advocates of immeraon df',
l not stumble at trifles, and boldly rush into the gbeur-

dity of Campbell’s tranelation, ¢ L indueed bpatize yau

in water, he will haptize you in the Holy Ghost

in” fire,?  Untortunately for bis trauslation, - We
| have not only the utter sen<elessness of the phrass
| baptized, plunge in the Holy Ghost, and PW"“M
\

'

completion of this prophetic declaration, and t )

only as to the fact that Christ did indeerl Mptjﬂ'“.

diseiples with the Holy Ghost and with fire, het
a3 to the mode in which this haptism was eil
“ And thers apieared unto them cloven tongues

i as of fire, and it saT vpox each of them. A shey

l'were all filled with tar HoLy Guosr.”

l fire to set agninst it : but also the very ldstory- of
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! baptisin of the Holy Ghost and of fire was & Jusces!

With this %00

vrox, and not an immersion INTO.
agree all the accounts of the baptism of the uﬁz
Spirit - they are all from above, like the ’wl!ﬂf
| or shedding of water upon the head ; nor is there




