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Pocten.

A VISION OF WORLDS.

2 BY MARY CLEMMER.
Lost m\,?(‘n%e of earth's duall sights,
Un new-lent wings iy spirit flies,
And resting on heaven's terrnced heights,
ries of the skies,

eams of distant light,

It reads the mys

Fuint, glimmering
Are now no louger all [ see,
their flight,

Of w orlds which

TlLe circles of infir

Unfathomed depths sweep far below;

Measurcless heiglits above I see;
While towering systeins from the gates,
Which shat from sight, the Deity !
Infinite lengths their folds embrace,
As o'er all human thought they rise,
Where mighty deeps of blazing worlds,
Form the faint outlines of the skies.

Here central suns shoot forth their rays,
While rolling orbs their cycles keep,
And forming spheres like isles of light,
In seas of ether seem to sleep.
On, with unutterable pace,
Come sweeping realms of filmy light,
While o’er interminable plains,
Lie long eternites of night.

Anthems are sung, and echoes heard,
Waking the mysteries of sound;
The soleian hvimns of singing worlds,
Make inusic in the deep profound.
0! it an angel’s soul were mine,
With powers divine to grasp each sight,
No measured langths of rolling years,
Should mark the ‘boundaries of my flight,

* But, 10! a trembling child of earth,
I vic

Lost i influity of sighit,

- God's power—his glory here;

My human heart is touchad with fear,

I vaip wa v thonght essav to rise;
Inaghation’s swiflest pace,

Grows (aint, and slow, when mortals strive,

I -'V\'-'!'linl to trace,
But we believe that he who formed,
And rules this vast immensity,
Wili give to an undying soul

A life of iinmortality.
Mysterious pers in its depths

But tiin

It reads its own eternity.

— Boston Muscun,

l

Christian Rliscellany.
“We M;d"“”;"e;‘" ;c:|-;nin|anaco wn;b; the lhl-:l;!ll; and
reasonings of pure and lofty minds."*—Dr. Sharp.

Preaching Christ.
The living ministry is one of the most
powertul instruinents used by the Almighty

: : _ W
for the conversion of the world,  Other

{ eetl ) red - |
means, powertul and effective, are employed ; |

but this stands 1)"1~<4'1|\ih"lll. Bible Societies
may distribute the Holy Seriptures among
Hu-.pquh-. at home and in foreign !‘!I\!l‘.
and thev will do a great work; but without
the alled voice of the living herald compa-
ratively little will be done in saving ..‘l_)ll.!n
The private Christian, maintaining his in-
texrity amidst the prevailing viees of the
times, and keeping ** himself unspotted from

P

the world,” must of necessity be a powerful |

“ preacher of righteousness.”  Dut Jn:’r\\'
much more may he do who, called of (v‘u‘l.
“to the oflice and work of the mistry,
feels us he ought the responsibility placed
upon Lim ? . How powertul in pulling down

up the kinedom of Christ, may be that mi-

nister who labours unceasingly, in season |
and out of scason, to allure wanderers trom |

the wavs of death ; to build up those weak
in the fuich; to instract the ignorant 5 to es-
tabli<h the wavering ; to visit the sick and
the afilicted, and administer to them in the

depths of their sorrow 'the rm\-olmium‘.nl‘v ‘
the Gospel of peace 5 to sit ‘1)' the bed-side ! death, of the
, and. as their eyes are no doubt | lasting—and my bosom warms. (
[ and | pel ; these are glad tidings to me as a sufferer

of the dving, 3
closing on all the scenes of this world,

their tired hearts about to cease their beat-| because ;_f];nl to me as a sinner.
ine. to cause jov to thrill their bosoms in|tify my mistakes ;

!

lof the glory reflectéd on his name by the |

LI

I}OP“ Of beholding that “city which hath | rebuke my discontent ; support mo umler " my ministry, nothing has so much sunk my
toundations, whose maker and builder is the | the weight of natural and moral evil, These | heart, as your casual and irregular appear-

living God I” ! what good may not such | attract the poor, steal upon the thoughtless | anee in the house of God.

What can be

a one do? What a burning light must the [and the irreverent, and throw over the ser- | thought, how can it be explained, that pro-
faithful minister be who always fecls that he | vice of the sanctuary a majesty which some | fessed Christians, of long standing, can’al.
is about his Master’s business, and can givé | fushionable modes of' address never fhil ta | low every novelty to divert, and every in-

utterance to the sentiments of his heart in
the words of the poet :—
* Happy, if with my latest breath,
[ mav but gasp His name,
Preach Him to all, and ery in death,
Behold! behold the Lamb!»

But with all his opportunities for doing
good, how often does the Christian minister
cripple his influence by false modes of
preaching. A sermon addressed entirely to
the feelings, a mere harangue, calculated to
excite the sensibilities without calling into
play the higher powers of man, cannot be
the means of doing much permanent good,
and is certainly very unlike those specimens
of early preaching we find in the Acts of the
Apostles, Nor can I listen with profit, or

'even with pleasure, in the sanctaary of the

Most High, to metaphysical discussions and
dissertations on morality, though elaborated
with the skill of the most acute logician, and
delivered with the grace and elocution of the
faultless orator. This is not what T want to
hear. This is not preaching. This is not
what was heard in former days. Not so
spake Wesley, Clarke, Watson, our own
George, M!Kendree, Fisk, Emory,and many
others who were able ministers, of the New
Testament on earth, and are now in the
paradise of God.  What, then, is preaching ?
I do not think I can better state my vtews

| of what constitutes it than by giving the fol-
{lowing extract from a sermon Ly the late

Rev. Dr. J. M. Mason :—

“If He who ¢ spake as néver man spake’
has declaiel his own doetrine .0 abound
with consolation to the miserable, then, cer-
tainly, the instructions of others are evange-
lical only in proportion as they subserve the
same gracious end. A\ 'contradiction not un-
frequept among some wdvocates of revelation
i5, to urge azainst the infidel its power of
comfort, and yet to avoid in their own dis-
conrses almost every principle from which
that poweris drawn.  Disregzarding the mass
of mankind, to whom the Gospel i3 peen-
linrly titted, and omittingz those truths which
micht reyive the grieved spirit, or  touch
the slambering conscience, they discuss their
moral topics in a manner unintelligible to
the illiterate, uninteresting to the mourner,
and without alarm to the profane.  This is
not ¢ preaching Christ.” Elegant disserta-
tions upon virtue and vice, upon the eviden-
ces of revelation, or any other general
subject, may entertain  the prosperous
and the gay, but they will not mortify
our members which are upon the earth : they
will not unsting calumny, nor feed the heart

with an imperishable hope. When I go to

the house of God I do not want awysement.
I want the doctrine which is accorling to
aodliness. T wantto-héar of the remedy
against the harassings of my guilt and the
disorder of my affections, I want to be led
trom weariness and disappointment to that
woodness which filleth the hungry soul. 1
want to have light upon the mystery of pro-
vidence ; to be taught how the judgments of

{ the Lord are Y'i‘;hl —how I shall be l)rcp:“‘lwl
for-duty and for trinl—how I may pass the |

time of my sojourning Lere in fear,and clo-¢
it in peace.  Tell meof that Lord Jesus who

his own sclf bore eur sins in his own body |
Tell me of his intercession tor

on the tree.

el . :
the stronczholds of the enemy, and huilding ! the transgressors as their advocate with the

Father. Tell me of his IHoly Spirit, whom

| they that belicve In him receive, to he their
Tell me of |
| his presenc:, his ~_‘.'!Hj>'l'h\'. and h%\ love.
[ 'Tell me of the virtues as growing out of his

preserver, sah tifier, comforter.

cross, and nurtured by his grace. Tell ine

obedience of faith.  Tell me of vanquished

They ree-

-

allay my resenuments ;

» puritied grave, of the life ever- ;
This is Gos- |

tdissipato.  Where they are habitually nes
| glected, or lightly referred to, there may bo
| much grandeur, but there i no Gospel ; and
| those premchors have inknite reasun to
| tremble who, though admired by the great,
| and caressed gy the vain, are deserted by the
| poor aud Sdrowful, and such as walk humbly
| with their (od.”

A little more of this preaching in all our
churches would most assuredly make us all
wiser and better, and thus accomplish that
which Christianity is designed to socure for
man—freedom fromg the power of sin here,
and from its eurse i the world to come,~
Currespondent of Advocate & Journal,

——— e ——

Reminiseence.,

I8

I remember with interest, an aged pair,
who lived in the neighbourhood of my child-
hood’s home, for they had suffered by the
scourge of war, had lost a happy home
and all their worlly effects at the time
Charlestown was burnt by the Dritish in
1775, My impressions of them ure pecu-
liar as they eome before my mind in the sin-
aular custom of a former century. The
man wore a three-cornered hat, small elothes
reaching to the knces, anl fastened with
small silver buckles, long stockings and nice
shoes, with plated buckles. Tle was quite
advanced, and usually walked with a cane,
but with an animated step, and rémarkable
cheerfulness of eountenance. The wife
wors a hright ved” cloak i winter, with &
eap 0% hood of the same matorial, which wasd
drawn over the heal'insteal of a bosnot.—
They « were both righteons,” in the Gospel

convonience to deter? The young and the
thoughtless might be expected thus to be
drawn away, but better habits of steadfast-
ness may be well demanded of those who,
long since, sealed their vows of union with
the disciples of Christ. 1 implore you to
epltivate orderly, punctual, unintermitting
regard to the services of God I

— e e

A painfal Faet,

Tt is not many years since I entered the
dwelling of a widow. I knew her to be the
most active, eapable, efficient, and devoted
female member of g sister church, consistent,
and ready to every good word and work.
Judge what was my surprise to find her ¢en~
tre-table covered with that class. of -
zines of the day which are mainly filled
the most exciting romances. In the pre-
sence of her danghter, then just verging in-
to womanheod, [ expressed my surprise, and
gently remonstrated with her; but to my
regret, she warmly defended her course, and
claimed that this class of liferature was pe-
cossary 1o cultivate the taste and the hugi-
nation, . .

I soon sought out her pastor, and he
mised to counteract the poison if }
but alas, in vain, She is now an ex
member &F the church, and her Sabbaths ave
away from the house of God. Arenot these
the legitimate fruits of an indulgende in
such resding?  Had her reading been: the
works of Postcidge and Baxter. and Flay
and Owed, 1t would sequire po
ken to tell how changed woma now ve. the
scono. An inspired prophet has pointedly
inguired, * Can a man take five into_his bo-

sense of the term, and thetr cheertul piety,
and strong fhith, guve them an elévation
which neither the wealth, fame, not the ho-
nours of earth ean purchase.” They' wera |
too far advaneed in lite to Inhour—tos poor |
to be comfortable without the ail of gharity, |
and withal, oo happy to escape the eivy of |
those who, rieh in the treasures of earth,

had never sought or tasted the * hiddan |
manna” which eheerel and comforted these
children of God. I have said they lived by
faith—one aneedote in illusteation will sut-
fice :

One cold winter evening, when a deep
snow had fallen, which rendercd the roads
almost impassable§they found their small
stock of wood had diminished until only two
or three sticks remained, just enough for the
eveninr. ~
« Hushand, what shall we, do,” inquired

som, and his clothes not be burned? We
ulter our unsparing reprobation of the man
who deals oul the intoxicating cup to our
fellow-men, but we, alas, take to our bosoms
aud to our churches the men arounds us,
who poison our families by these blighting
and pernicious. issues of the press, fglet
every Christian veader be warned to fhun
light rending as he would the venom off the
still,—dmerican Massenger, L

Influence of Holy Liviug,

A truly Christian life is better than largs
contributions of wealth for the propagation
of Christianity, The most prominent in.
struetion of Jesus on this point is, that we
must let men sce in us that religion is some-
thing real, something more than bigh sound-
ing and empty words, a restraint from  sin,

the wife: * we shall burn our last stick of
| wood before nine o’clock to-night #* * Trust
in God, who has always provided for us,
{ replied the good man. Not an hour ha
{ elapsed when a neighbour inquired if they
| would oblige him by accepting a part of a
| load of wood, which he was obligéd to leave
[as the sled hal broken, and he could not
[ peach homa with all be had.  Most thank-
{fully was the kind offer accepted anld no
!l!un",t the incense of erateful hearts azscend-
?wl with renewed faith that night from the
| family altar.

«Pru-t in the Lord and do good, and ve-
rily thou shalt be ted.” < /ad P ndent,
| -~ ;

* Absence from Chureh.

The effeet which slight causes have in
| keeping even Chiristians away from the sanc-

A Jittle

tuary, has been gunry“.ﬂ!.\' noticed.

of the =ky is threatening, when there has
{ been a lil-ll': undue L;l'l;_'.l' , O care, or coni-
[ pany, these, and like causes, har the way ol
! thousands, to the house of Gud on each Sab-
bath as it comes. No. one thing more
than this disheartens the “true minister of
Christ.  Witness the following l"~li._1 ony of
'the late Richard Winter Hamilton, dddre<s-
ed tothe people to whom le had long minis-
| tered ;== Nothing bas so much eucrvated

FLOTE L | —

inclemency of the weather, when the aspeet |

a bulwark agminst” temptation, a spring of
| upright and useful action ; lot them wsee ity
' wot an idle form, not a teansient feeling, but
;uul' companion through life, infusing its pu-
[ rity into our connmon pursuits, following us
| to our homes,setting guard around our integ-
[ rity in the resorts of business, sweetening
| our tempers in seasons of provocation, dis.
| pasing us habitually to sympathy with ethers,
{ tr paticace and eheerfulness undor our afs
Higtions, to candid judgment, and to sacrifi-
ces for others’ gaod ; and we may hope that
our lizht will not shine uselessly ; that soins
slumbering conseience will be aroused by
this testimony_and excellence and  practjca

bleness of religion ; that. some wm'ltlly pro-
 fessor of Christianity will lesen his  obliza-
tows, ik blush for bis eriminal inconsisten-
ev ; and that some in whom the common ar-
suinents for our religion may have failed to
work a full belief, wilt be brought to the
knowledyze of the truth by this  plain, pric-
tical prood of the heavenly nature of Chris

tianity, kvery man is surrounded by beings
who wro woulded more or less by the princi-
[ ples of sympathy and imitation ; and this so

| cial part of our nature he is bound w press
‘ int the service of Christianity.

}

He that would pray with effect musé live
| with care and 1ni“ly.




