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‘homas Cofte ¥
-'M-yr Dur! Sir—BSince coming to Canada 1 have
been a reader of your papet, 1 have noted with satis-
faction that it i8 directed with intelligence and
ability, and, above all, that it is imbued with astrong
Catholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic

rinciples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-
and authority of the ¢ hurch, at the same time
:o terests of the (co‘;mtlr)(;.' Kl;‘)gldlu;;;
se linesit has done a great dea
th: ::l:!hre of religion and country, and 1t will do
more and more, as its wholesome influence reaches
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnestl y recom-
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on
your work, and best wishes for its cophnued success.
Yours very sincerely in Christ,

DonaTus, Archibishop of Ephesus.
Apostolic Delegate

UniversiTY oF OTTAWA.

Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900

Coffey
.'l.):a‘:og‘:s: For some time p‘l(sl‘ have r‘;adnymau
i le paper, the CATHOLIC gcorp, and congra-
t-ulnln::‘;:upug;n the manner in which it is published.
Its matter and form are both good ; and a truly
Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, with
leasure, 1 can recommend it to the faithtul. Bless-
you and wishing you success, belltve me to re-
main. Yours faithfully in Jesus hrist.
+D. FaLcon1o, Arch. of Larissa, Apos. Deleg.
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NOTES AND OOMMENTS

MR. AUGUSTINE Birrell, Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland, is to be ranked among
those who, though not Catholics, recog-
pize in Oatholic education the most
effective antidote to the materialistic
tendencies of the age. To Sir William
Dann he recently stated that he con-
sidered the best form of education was
that given in Catholic convents. For
this reason, he said, he sent his daughter
to one.

ONE OF THE new bishops of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in the
United States bears the classical and
euphonions name of Homer C. Stunz.
It is not stated whether he is to serve
on the Roman committee, or on that
charged with the supervision of the
South American mission. Bat in either
oase, it may be permissable to say that
he will no doubt do his little stunts
with due ardor and decorum. He might
not unfittingly be charged with the
onerous duty of solacing one Theodore
Roosevelt over that loss of prestige
which may be said to date from certain
blundering proceedings of his Metho-
dist friends in Rome in the affair of the
proposed visit to the Holy Father a
year ago. “T.R.” might then well have
prayed to be delivered from his friends.
It may have been a mere coincidence,
but some how his star has seemed to
veer to its setting from that hour.

[

«Tar RoMAN Catholic papers on this
continent,” remarks the Christian
Guardian, “would like us to believe
that the Roman Church does not
oppose the circulation of the Bible
among its people. And yet only last week
a letter came to Toronto from Santa
Cruz, Teneriffe, telling that an Eoglish
missionary was put into prison, and two
lady missionaries arrested for giving
away portions of the geriptures.” Upon
which the Guardian further remarks
that “Rome is not tolerant in Roman
Catholic countries.”

Tai1s 15 a very good illustration of the
persistence with which gectarians will
propagate a false idea. The object of
course is to emphasize one of the oldest
Protestant fictions extant, to the effect
that the Oatholic Church essays to keep
her children in ignorance, and, as a
means to that end, discourages the cir-
culation of the Bible in the vernacular.
COatholics of course do mnot, as
their Protestant friends, make &
fotich of Bible reading. Nor do
they, under the specious plea of ad-
vanced learning, rend the Scriptures
apart and deprive them, as in Methodist
seminaries of to-day, of every vestige of
spiritual authority. They do not, so to
speak, Jacksonize them. On the con-
trary, the Catholic Church holds the
Bible in reverence, and is the jealous
guardian of its authority and integrity.
And her children are not only encour-
aged to read it, but are made familiar
with it in her sacred offices to an ex-
tent that is quite beyond the average
run of their Protestant fellows. This is
not rhetoric, but as every Catholic
worthy of the name knows, a simple
statement of facts. Thus much for
the benefit of the fair-minded Protest-
ants.

.

WaAT THE Christian Guardian would
have said had it been honest, is that the
intrusive Bible peddlers of Vera Cruz
were arrested (we are taking the Guard-
ian’s word for it that they were arrested
at all) for oirculating mistranslated and

emasculated coples of the Bible, and
for stirring up strife and sowing the
seeds of disunion in families. That
they were not ecireulating the true
Bible, as preserved in ite integrity by
the Churoh, searcely needs sfiirmation. It
was not even the Revised Version which
spproximates much more closely to the
legitimate Rhemes and Dousy transla-
tion, and for which same reason has
found favor with the sects, Their emis-
saries were simply engaged in the nefar.
fous attempt to insinuate their errors
smong & people who, whatever their
faults, have never apostatized from the
Faith of Christ. They had not even
the decency to pay their respects to the
Bishop of the Diocese, the divinely
appointed guardian of the Faith in that
portion of the Lord’s vineyard, but, like
thieves in the night, stole in upon his
flock and scattered their tares broadcast

AN AUTHENTIC item of news is that the
Jesuits are to open s college in Tokyo,
the Japsnese Government having
enabled the Fathers to acquire s block
of land for the purpose in the inner
town of Kochimschi. The situation is
very favorable, for it is in the immediate
neighborhood of the Imperial Palace,
and of the German and Austro-Hungar-
ian embassies. Thus while the Society
of Jesus is systematically slandered and
often persecuted at home, it is in the
East universally trusted and recogunized
as among the most effective of existing
{nstitutions that make for enlightenment
and true progress. It was so in Father
Ricce's day in China and it is so in the
Flowery Kingdom in ours.

A CHALLENGE, A THREAT AND
A WARNING

That, at least, is the attempt they had
made, and if a self respecting commun-
ity treated them somewhat summarily,
they have only their own folly and in-
trusiveness to blame for it.

It 18 THIS persistent, consci 1

The ¢t It and the shouting over the
Ne Temere, aod the absurd clamor for a
“aniform marriage law” for the Domin-
ion have pretty well died away.

The British North America Act
plainly left the question of the solemni-
zation of marrisge to the Provinces.

ignoring of the difference between the
true Bible as preserved in its integrity
by the Catholic Church, and the emas-
culated version thrown broadcast by
Protestant Bible Socleties, that makes
it so hard for us to have any respect for
the mental or moral outlook of those en-
gaged in the work, Oatholics like to
think well of their Protestant neighbors,
and have no difficulty in doing so,
where the insolent, mendacious, prosely-
tizing preacher or tract peddler does
not interveme. And if our friends or
the Christian Guardisn could only be
brought to realize tkat by giving their
adhesion to this unholy traffic, and shut-
ting their eyes to the facts, they cut a8
sorry figure in Catholic eyes and detract
from the vespect due to truth as a
primary virtue, some change in their
attitude would, we are persuaded, ensue.

Tue BRIGHT spot in the Christian
Guardian is, to our mind, the space
allotted to its Montreal correspondent.
This writer, whoever he may be, at least
tries to tell the truth in regard to Cath-
olics, and, in the surrounding wilder-
ness, that must be counted a great gain.
He makes many mistakes, it is true—
mistakes which might easily be avoided
by casual reference to someone compet-
ent to inform him. But his letters, so
far at least as they have come under our
observation, are not marred by sectarian
bitterness or conscious misstat: t.

This ily gives to the Provin-
oial legislatures the power and right to
designate the competent officers
whom marriage may be lawfully con-
tracted.. So that the decision of the
Supreme Court that the Federal Parlia-
ment had no right and no power to enact
the Lanoaster Marriage Bill into law
surprised no well-informed person. Dis-
cussing the aforessid decision, Mr.
Migneault, K. O., who represented the
Province of Quebec before the Supreme
Court, recently expressed hlmself as
follows :

hef:

“The outstanding feature of the judg-
ment is the recognition of the supremaey
of the provinces over all matters relat-
ing to the solemnization of marrisge, 80
that should the provinee of Quebec pass
a law to-morrow requiring that Roman
Catholics could only be legally married
within the province before s Roman
Qatholic priest, the Domimion Parlia-
ment would be powerless to interfere.”

Whereupon the Hamilton Herald, with
great consideration for the pease and
welfare of Canads, thus sternly threat-
ens Quebec :

“Thig is all true. But the powerless-
ness of the Dominion perlisment would
not long continue if the Quebec legis-
lature were to do what Mr. Mignsult
says it might do. Such action would be
interpreted as a chsllenge to Canadian
Protestantism, and the challenge would
be aceepted. Such an sgitation would
follow that the Domimion parliament
would be compelled to take the neces-
sary steps to get the B. N. A. Act s

Y

and he seems not insensible to the sig-
nificance of Catholic ceremonies.

His REFERENCE in a late issue, for
example, to the Fete Dieu procession
on the Sunday within the octave of
Corpus Christi, was in good taste and
with due regard to the beauty and
solemnity of the occasion. * These pro-
cessions,” he concludes, * held simul.
taneously all over Quebec, are a great
feature in the religious life of the
French people, and are intended to sig-
nify their belief in the Real Presence.
Every head is bowed, and many fall on
their knees in reverence as the sacred
host is borne along, and the honor of
carrying it is given only to the most
illustrious men in the Church. These
are our Catholic brothers and sisters ;
we must know them and understand
their ideals if we are to form a united
Canada.” A little more of this spirit
and racial distrust would disappear.

As 1LLUSTRATIVE of the growing
tendency on the part of thinking Scots-
men to look the facts of the pre:reforma-
tion period in the face, we may be per-
mitted to refer to a lecture delivered
before the Scottish Ecclesiological So-
clety last January, by Rev. Archibald
B. Scott of Kildonan. The subject was
St. Moluag, of Lismore, one of those
early missionary saints who were in-
strumental in Christianizing the inhab-
itants of Pictish Scotland. The lec-
turer showed that St. Molusg's work
extended from Lismore, in Argyllshire,
to Rosemarkiein Rosshire and Mortlach
in Banfishire, and that, even in that
early time, he was conspicuous for his
zeal in the cause of education as well as
that of religion. He pointed out that
the Saint's policy was to plant schools as
well as churches and that this he accom-
plished in all the principal localities of
Pictish Scotland. The lecturer cor-
rected many ourrent misconceptions
regarding the monks of St. Moluag's
time, and it is pleasing to learn that he
had with him the full sympathy of an
audience presided over by Rev.
Professor Cooper of Glasgow University.

WEe QUOTED last week a specimen of
the ludicrous effects sometimes pro-
duced by the daily papers in reporting
Catholic news items or deseribing Cath-
olic ceremonies. Iere is another for
which we are indebted to the Catholic
Herald of India. It |is culled from the
columns of the Bombay Examiner, one
of the most influential organs of English
public opinion in the East: “There is
a proposal to establish another Jesuit
College in Bombay. The institution
will be uuder the management of the
Jesuit Sisters, and will be maintained
exclusivelyfor girls.”

ded as to vest im the federal
authorities the power to regulate the
conditions of marrisge throughout the
Dominon so far as the civil law is con-
cerned, then to pesss legislation based
on the principle that marriage is a civil
contract only, entirely eliminating the
ecclesiastical element.”

This may be but a mild outbreak of
misplaced Ulsteris, or again the Herald
may speak for Canadian Protestantism.
If so it may be well to count
the cost of allowing such a spirit to
grow, to comsider the wisdom of pand-
ering to it. Let us consider the situa-
tion.

First, with regard to marriage. The
law of the Province of Quebec was long
considered to render invalid the mar-
riage of two Catholics of that province
if not solemnized before a Catholic
priest. Judicial decisions have been
hended down to this eftect for genera-
tions past, and Canadian Protestantism
felt not a ripple of excitement, and cer-
tainly no sense of injustice. The mat-
ter is not settled yet, but is to go be-
fore the Judicial committee in the form
of a concrete case. That being so, we
think the Chief Justice was absolutely
right in urging on his colleagues that
the questions relating thereto should
not be answered. Suppose that the de-
cision of the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council should uphold the inter-
pretation] that the majority of
Quebec judges put upon the law
as it stands, will that also be a chal-
lenge ; and will the Herald's threat be
carried out ?

In the second place, it is well to re-
member that Quebec came into Con-
federation with certain well-defined
rights, the right to regulate the ques-
tion of the solemnization of marriage
amongst others. If the spirit that is
behind the Herald's threat grow ramp-
ant, if “ such an agitation would follow,”
and so far succeed as to make it impos-
sible for Quebec to retain her self-re-
spect and remain in Confederation,
would it ever occur to Canadian Pro-
testantism that a high-spirited race like
the French-Canadians, proud of their
history and jealous of their rights might
take a leaf out of loyal Protestant Nova
Scotia’s book, and agitate for secession.
Suppowe they seeeded would Uncle
Sam not “ recognize ”’ a French-Cana-~
dian Republic ?

What would Canada be
Quebec ?

These things may be very remote
possibilities ; but perhaps not so very
much farther off than the agitation of
Canadian Protestantism that will result
in * legislation based on the principle
that marriage is & oivil contraet only,
entirely eliminating the ecclesiastical
element.”

The Fathers of Confederation having
a mind to build up & great country, sat
down and reckoned the charges, one of

without

which was provincial sutonomy. They
laid the feundation broad snd deep, the
building rises majestically ; but if we
have to go back and remake the founds-
tion we may find ourselves like the man
who hegan to build and was unable to
finish,

It is worth while to add to the
challenge and $he threat s warning.
Let us count the cost of fomenting a
spirit fatal to Canadian nationality.

Of a different spirit, and of a far
higher order both of courage and
patriotism, was the advice Sir Wilfrid
Leurier gave his compatriots the other
day in Quebec when he said : “There is
as much dignity in recognizing owr
duties as in asserting our rights.”

THAT ENOYOLIOCAL

Because of the importance of the sub-
jeot we deem it advisable to refer again
to the bogus encyclical to the Catholics
of Chile.

A herdy perennial is the familiar
Protestant calumny of the Church in
South America. But certain zealous
Christian missionaries, whose financial
interests were depemdent on the sym-
pathy of the Protestant publie, began to
realize that bald assertion and repetition
of scendalous conditions amongst s
corrupt and immoral priesthood was vot
enough. This was earning for them the
contempt of honest Protestants and be-
gen to psll even on the morbid sppetite
of the prurient minded of both sexes
who so greedily listen to or read grossly
obscene stories under the pharisaic pre-
tenoce of religious interest.

Proof was wanted to dispel this danger-
ous apsthy which might seriously affect
the Foreign Mission Fund. And since
the calumny was stale the more need
that the “ proof ” should be startling.
So with the sudacity of their patron the
Father of Lies incontrovertible evidence
was adduced. The Pope himself was the
witness summoned.

The Rev. Mr. Speer, Secretary of the
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
over two years ago at the Rochester
Convention of the student volunteers of
the Presbyterian Church, quoted from
what he sifirmed was sn encyclical from
the Pope to the Archbishop of Santiago
wherein the Holy Father deplored the
existence of just such scandalous condi-
tions as our pure-minded Presbyterian
friends alleged existed there and else-
where in South America.

It has taken Rev. Father Charles A.
Martin, of Youngstown, Ohio, all this
time to trsce this villainous forgery
to its source and to expose the perpetra-
tor. But he has done his work so
well that the more self-respect-
ing Protestant papers which lent them-
selves to the circulation of the calumny
bave now the grace shamefacedly to
retract. The N. Y. Independent, which
has a very wide circulation amongst in-
telligent readers, said last week editor-
ially :

“Tt is very late to make a correction
of a false statement quoted by the In-
dependent several years ago from a
leading daily paper in this city, to the
injury of the Catholie Church in Chile.
As we then read it, apparently authen-
ticated by the documents, very com-
promising statements te the condition of
the Church in Chile and the criminal
extravagsnce of the Archbishopric of
Sautiago were exposed in an encyclical
from Rome, and an snswer by the Arch-
bishop of Santiago. The story was re-
peated by Secretary Speer of the Pres-
byterian Board of Foreign Missions,
and when the authenticity of the docu-
ments was denied, Mr. Speer made long
and careful investigation, and the re-
sult he has given in a book on “South
Amwmerican Problems.”” The documents
are an absolute forgery gotten up for
political purposes and confessed as for-
geries by the man who wrote them. We
wmuch regret having given the story
currency.

The Toronto Christian Guardian a
couple of years ago gave prominence to
Mr. Speer's promulgation of the bogus
encyclioal while on a visit to the city of
Rochester. We hope our contemporary
will now make retraction.

THE POSITION OF OATHOLIOS IN
NOVA SCOTIA
IIL

In the previous articles, dealing with
positions in the gift of the provincial
authorities, it was pointed out that of
the three portfolios in the provincial
executive not one was given to a Cath-
olic. That may be good politics or not.
At any rate, it is unfair. Now let us
look at the subordinate positions in the
gift of the local government. In Bel-
cher's Almanac the names of the vari-
ous offieials are given, and the list is at
least approximstely correct. Under
the Provincial Secretary are eight offi-
cials ; one only is & Catholie. In the
department of Public Works and Mines
there are twelve officials ; two are Cath-
olios. In the department of the Attor-
ney - Gemeral and Crown Lands, the
nsmes of two oficials are given ; neither
isa Catholic. And soon through the list.
It is about the ssme in the Domimion gov-
ernment ofilces, and it is not necessary to
go through the tedious work of counting
names. Next take note of some of the high.
er positions. In Nova Scotia there are
sevea judges of the Supreme Court; only
one is a Oatholie. At one time there
were two, but for reasons into which
we may enter later, the number was
reduced to one. In the County

Court the proportion 1is fairer.
Out of seven there are two Catholics
To fill & public position for which he
may be fit is a ble and prop
ambition for sny person. It is as laud-
able in a Catholic as in a non-Catholie.
It must, however, be discouraging to
the one to find that by some means
which he does not quite understand he
is handicapped in the running ; that to
a certain extent he is deprived of the
chances which seem to be open to his
fellow-citizens of other faiths. If it is
from want of the qualifications which
are possessed by those of other denom-
instions, then there is no reasonable
ground for complaint. But if it arises
from a banding together of his competi-
tors, from a concerted and orgenized
movement to keep the good things
smong themselves ; if, in short, it is not
a “ fair field and mo favor " competition,
then it is time for Catholics to know
where they are.

In the next article it will be pointed
out that in the business world there are
signs of the same falling behind as
have been shown with respect to the
public and official business of the
eountry.

TO BE CONTINUED

VERY TIRESOME

Every Monday morning brings us de-
liverances from some of the preachers of
the sects sntagounistic to the Catholic
Chureh. Rev. Mr. Vining, Baptist, is
the latest offender. He would feign
have all Catholic countries adopt the
Baptist creed and he would have all
Baptists put their hands in their pockets
and contribute liberally to this end.
Infidelity claims, he declares, 36,000,000
of the 40,000,000 people in France.
When Mark Twain read his own obitu-
ary notice in one of the papers he de-
clared the report to be exaggersted.
We hold a like opinion of Rev. Mr.
Vining's figures. Rev. Mr. Vining went
on: “But it is not a hopeless case of
infidelisy. Just before the Paris flood a
member of Parliament declared on the
floor of the Freach Parliament building,
following a reference of another member
to the Deity, * There is no God." The
reply was: * There is a God, and He
will punish us for that statemeat.’
“ Mine is an old-fashioned theology, and
1 believe that the flood was a direct act
of Provideace.” Oar rev. Baptist friend
needs be careful. Were a Catholic
priest to make a declaration of this kind
there are those in the Baptist commun-
ion who woald call it superstition. Mr.
Vining continued: * At drinking places
in Spain men drink a health to the day
when the last King shall be hanged with
the entrails of the last priest.” A little
reflection will, we are sure, convince
Mr. Vining that he and his fellow-
workers, in coquetting with the priest
haters of the continent, are but pro-
moting iufidelity and ansrchy. They
look with kindly eye upon the work of
those who wish to destroy all forms of
Ohristianity. The sympathy they ex-
tended to the anarchist Ferrer is a case
in point. If they would extend sym-
pathy to the Church which is trying to
make good Catholice out of bad ones,
instead of using vast sums of
money to steal them from the fold, the
result being that they become hypo-
oritioal Baptists or rank infidels, it
would be much more in accordance with
the fitness of things. In this very city
of London where Mr. Vining labors it is
a notorious fact that one third of its
people never enter a place of worship.
They eat, drink and make merry,
are entirely indifferent to Chris-
tian teaching and OChristian worship
and give all their spare time to the
lodges. In the city of the same name in
England there is enough work for all
the non-Catholic missionaries in the
world ; but it is a habit of our times for
preachers to wear long distance glasses
and take no cognizance of the deplor-
able conditions at their very doors.
They would steal souls from the bosom
of the Mother Church, which Cardinal
Newman described at the concrete re-
presentative of things invisible, and
bring them into a religious world of
doubt and disorder, of higher criticism
and lower oriticism, where the Bible is
torn to shreds at home while it is handed
out in its entirety to the pagans abroad.
« I hate bigotry as I hate the devil, but
convictions are necessary,” declared
Mr. Vining. This is sound doctrine and
we congratulate him. But what, may
we ask, are Baptist convictions when we
find in the sect itself divisions and sub-
divisions, sections and subsections with-
out number. Mr. Vining, we think, has
but slight knowledge of the real Catho-
lic Church. We would advise him to
study Catholic doctrine, beginning with
the catechism and the Queation Box,
and then take up Newman, Brownson,
Gibbons and others. If he will read
these works we shall be glad to lend
them to him.

REFERRING to  decision in & Montreal
oase the Globe says : “Thelesson shonld
be of value in ending much loose talk
about ecclesiastiosl law and civil law.
The only laws that have binding effect
in this country are the laws of the
State.” In the news columns of the
same issue is printed the following :

London, June 21.,—The House of
Lords has judicially dismissed the appeal
of Canon Thompson against the monition
by the Eoclesinstioal Court of Arches
for refusal to adwminister Holy Commun-
jon to Mr. and Mrs. A. N, Baaister, be-
cause the lady wes a deceased wile’s
sister, The partice were married in
Moutreal, the lady being & Miss Peter-
son, The Lords’' decision is unanimous
snd upheld the judgmeat of three in-
ferlor courts. It will have a disturbing
effect In high church circles, who hold
that the recent parliamentary legisla-
tion rendering legsl the marriage of a
deceased wife's sister, does not abrogate
the ancient canon law forbidding such
marriage.

The question now arises, if a church
has no basiness meddling in affairs of
State, why should the State declare who
should and who should not be eligible
to receive “Holy Communion ?” There
are thiogs, dear editor, which belong to
Caesar and things which Caesar should
not interfere with., We have divine
authority for this.

PLAIN SPEAKING

With pleasure we give place in this
issue to s communication under the
caption “Modern Religious Condi-
tions,” written by Rev. Robert Ker,
pastor of Christ's Church Cathedral,
Hamilton. It is a thoughtful and candid
preseantation of the case. Indeed, all
pronouncements made by this distin-
guished Anglicen divine are character-
ized by a sincerity of purpose and an
honesty of utterance which bring him
the respect and esteem of members of
all Christian denominations. The lack
of some definite authority in all those
secte outside the Catholic fold bearing
the Christian name has led to a deplor-
able laxity snd a habel of conflicting
opinions on matters dogmatic which
presents a sorry picture of Christianity
to the scoffer and the infidel. Rev. Mr.
Ker's description of the social attach-
ments to the Church is not by any means
overdrawn. The old days have passed
away when people were drawn to sectar-
ian places of worship with prayer upon
their lips and a love of God in their
hearts. With a seusational preacher in
the pulpit, the utterer of roseate noth-
ings which fade from the mind as dies
the delicate flower, and the catchy trill-
ing of airs taken from the latest comic
opera by the soprano, the thoughtful,
sincere Christian is nowadays made to
feel that the Church gives him but
huske. True, the Church is well filled
on ooccasion, but so is the opera house
when a popular play is advertised. Re-
viewing, then, the exact condition of
things in the Christian world outside
the Catholic fold, we wonder not that
many good souls possessed of a love of
theiy Redeemer are beginning to look
for the “ kindly light ” to lead them on.
May it be that they will take inspira-
tion from the life of the saintly soul who
once lived at Littlemore.

« THERE HAS recently been reported a
case in a hospital in Toronto supported
by public funds where a husband was
refased permission to see his wife be-
cause Church law is supposed to over-
ride British law.”—Ottawa Citizen.

The editorof our Ottawa contemporary
read this statement made by a preacher
in Toronto who courts notoriety. Can it
be possible he has vot seen the contra-
diction made by the authorities of 8t.
Michael's Hospital 2 They knew no-
thing of such an occurrence. It is such
eanards as this that create bad feeling
in the community. They should be
stopped, even if we go the length of
having the authors dealt with by the
police.

—eem—-

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

Moutreal, June 24— Every farm that
is put up for sale in Alberta is bought
up by the Mormons,” said Rev. W. A.
Reid who has just returned from Alberta,
where he is superintendent of missions
for the Presbyterian church, to take the
pulpit of Stanley Street church here.
Mr. Reid said he knew Mormons at close
rauge, and they were a great menace to
the civilization of the present time.
There are 20,000 Mormons in Southern
Alberts. The little town of Raymond
alone sent out 30 missionaries to Great
Britain, and the Mormons claim that
they have 800 missionaries at work in
Great Britain to-day. Their converts
are coming in through the port of Mon-
treal at the rate of 100 a week, and
something should be done in the matter.
It was announced at the meeting that
this morning 73 converts had landed at
Quebec.

It will be noted that these “ convert
Mormonists do not come from Catholic
countries. There seems to be no effort
made to stem the tide of these undesira-
bles, while thousands of dollars are being
subseribed by foolish people to furnish
the sinews of war for other foolish people
who are engaged in a fool’s errand to
take the Gospel to people who already
possess it in all its fulness and live the
simple Christian life so dear to the heart
of our Savior. In Quebec province the
people live close to nature and are very
near to God. They have large families
and are peopling the land. Huge sums
are subscribed to bring them the “ evan-
gelical " message of salvation by people
who have as a rule very small families
or none at all. Truly this is an age of
hypoerisy snd humbug. This thought
came to us with striking force a few days
ago when it was announced by a Baptist
preacher in this city that a collection
would be taken up for the establishment
of a Baptist University in Russia. The

people of this sect, in that great empire,
said the preacher, number ten thousand
adherents. But it ls in Catholie coun-
tries, or countries giving allegiance to
the Pope, that they throw their whole
bheart and mech of their means into the
work. They dearly love to fish for souls
in Roman waters whilst all about them
they could every day in the year make
s ocatch that would sorely try the
streagth of their nets. But, let us re-
peat, this is the age of humbug.

THE POOR MAN'S AUTO

This has been stopped, or rather &
verdiot to that eflest has beer given by
Chancellor Boyd, who, we doubt not,
felt he was but administering the law as
he finds it. We give the story in brief.
A trolley line runs between London and
Port Stanley, and, having obtained a
Dominion charter, and having connec-
tion with the trade of the Republic, the
company feel they are justified in running
cars on Sunday. Upon the inception of
the movement the Lord’s Day Allisnce,
through William Kerley, of St. Thomas,
took action to have the operation of the
cars on Sunday stopped. The case will
be appealed to a higher court and then
will come wup the confederation-old
question as to provincial rights. Mean-
time the aetion of the Lord's Day
Alliance gives us one more illustration
of the mischievous meddling of the
preachers in secular affairs. It may be
that these gentlemen are actuated by a
desire to preserve the sanctity of the
Sabbath, but there are many who think
that their prime motive is to preserve a
good attendance at their churches.
The work of the prosesuting attorneys
of the province has been made light by
the srdent desire of a goodly number of
preachers tc become detectives and
policemen. Keeping the Sabbath in
gruesome fashion, abusing the Pope on
oocasion in pulpit and platform, and de-
livering eloquent sermons on the catehy
happenings of the day, is the procedure
of too meny of them. The wonder is
that our mon-Catholic fellow-citizens
have not ere this made sn effort to
counteract the unseemly meddling ten-
dencies of these preachers. We may be
thankful that they are not all built on
exactly the same plan. Meantime the
well-to-do gentlemen who contribute
literslly to church funds may continue
to roll about the country in their autos
on the Sabbath day, but the poor man
who can contribute but the penny may
not take the trolley to emjoy the lake
breeze when it is 90 in the shade.

“NO HELL " DOCTRINE

Rev. James W. Pedley, of Toronto,
Congregationalist, has wiped away all
doubt in the minds of his congregation
as to the existence of hell in the next
world for the punishment of those who
do not lead a good life in this. All man-
ner of unregenerate and unrepentent
rascals — guilty of murder, robbery, im-
morality, blasphemy, lying, etc. — may
now sleep peacefully, There is no in-
ferno. Said he: *“I reject the doctrine
of unerring, unspeskable snd endless
torment because it is a libel on my God.
The word * hell ’ has no right to be in
the New Testament.” Farthermore, he
tells us he did not know what would be-
come of the man who scorned God and
gave himself to evil, but he knew there
would be certain retribution. How does
he know ? Has he had a vision ? Our
divine Lord's words are in the New
Testament and the New Testament tells
us there is a hell. Has the Redeemer
inspired Rev. Mr. Pedley to declare
that He made a mistake ? Again! Rev.
Mr. Pedley said “ that they had dis-
missed the old and flagrant idea of hell
fire. - It was burnt out and the ashes are
cold.” Just here some criminally in-
quisitive person might rise up and ask,
“How do you know the ashes are cold ?"

In Monday morning's paper we also
have a deliverance from Rev. C. O.
Johuneon, the same being his farewell
germon at the Queen Street Methodist
Church, Whilst his congregation
thought fit to make noisy signs of regret
at his departure the people of Toronto
generally will, when he takes the train
for Hamilton, heave a sigh of relief. In
the inner consciousness of the good old
public there is after all but little ad-
miration for stump orators in the pulpit
whose utterances tend but to the pro-
motion of bad blood and all manner of
recrimination. The Globe report tells
us that “ prolonged applause " followed
some of his utterances. Noisy demonstra-
tions in aso-called place of worship,
which remind us of the applause follow-
ing a brilliant play on the ball field,
will serve to bring the conviction that
gsome churches and some preachers are
not what they ought to be. If the
thoughtfal man on the street had an op-
portunity of a glanoce st the interior of
Queen Street Methodist Church while
Mr. Johuson was in one of his Roosevelt
moods, and then proceeded to St.
Michael's Cathedral during Vespers, and
noticed the quiet, dignified, whole-
hearted attitude of worship of the Al-
mighty in that sscred sanctuary, and
then if he took a glance at all the other
COatholic Churches in Toronto at the
same time and found like behaviour, it
would not take him long to conclude
that the old Church after all is the




