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1 good protection influencedh>n- its insurance rates. by th, 

neglect of the city not dicing so ? Yes ; it is the universal 
, tax that pays the universal losses, and to offset the injustice 

.done the careful city it frill be necessary to create a tmj. 
versai influence, that the careless city be forced to be not 
a menace to the insurance rating of that airea. There is a 
view ' other than that relative to finaheial losses, that of 
danger to life in public büildings. There are many buildings 
in this province that are veritable death-traps ; and the pro- 

" vincial government i$ directly responsible for some terrible - 
conditions, no- doubt unthinkingly ; nevertheless they exist

k Th« o„ ,h. co-U^J ****
they are,. |e| » hes . t at o ..^u herJ i- the responsi- escape, thinking they mar the architectural beauty of the 
bilS ’-* k i rmericanhe lossestheshour be ' buildTng. We have fire, .capes on schools that are u„p,£

It. is at tttide icy of a great many people ^ • W“P{ " With the hotels of the province, matters relative to Eft

appears ricictilot i as the property insved is not the P'o- schools of the province i. is in the hands of school boardtj.
pern ”f the ls£ ranee companies' but is the people's pro- W ith the factories it is p the hands of a factory inspectai
pertv and jhi? Lv a tax to these Wpaniey, who, in return who may previously have been a clerk or a machinist. Ht
r. saIrt? ri, i ran tee them arainst loss bv fire That may be a person who las not spent one hour of his lift 
tax must Budt as to be equal to the losses by fire, the studying matters of fire, prevention engineering With 1 r
operating «xfemsès of the companies,, and also the per- opera houses lo^ge roorr s, public auditorium^ etc., matteft
cent age fojl dMdLds on the money invested. This being ^ relative to fire protection are left n the hands of on 
the case, id i*’immaterial to what extent the people protect councils, who create municipal by-laws never to be enforce*

- L their propeH in so far as the insurance people are con- owing to local influence We have the man whose life f
'«If h”1"' ,h' “»f' % g-=a-.r m-,, b, fc STZtSS

standard of ft* p^tett.on or pay a h.gh insurance rate for ^ ^ ^ haVing lh/ influcncç to thcse j<*5 TJ
the privilege of not doing so is public must be subjected to the "hazard that as a result mu*

The firel protection of the different monicpal ues is * has existed and does exist, a monument of inco*
entire y in tl# hands of councils sa®e, and, as a te„ and engraven thereon as an epitaph the story *
rule, these cmïticils are Composed of people who may have - • T

>i little at staler dijrectly in the matter of fire losses, pos-" -
sessing, as tlftk njjay, residential pfqpçm-, the rates on which Duties of Fire Chief, 
being practically; nil as compared with the rates on the 

. great stocks iff .gnods carried in the congested mercantile 
and manufact$iriB||! areas.
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Let us take a peep |at the inside works of the present- 

day municipal fire department regarding matters of condi 
. tions for the safety of tie public in public buildings. I will

Protection. quote a sample Of a par: of a certain by-law relative to the
The expense);! in connection with fire protection seem duties of the chief : “Visit all schools, churches, theatres,

to be levied bn hfSessable property, whereas the stocks in factories, hotels, and all public buildings, ih the city whe*
the stores, wqrelji causes and the manufacturing areas prac- a large number of peop le are accustomfed to assemble f«
tically escape the itax for municipal fire protection. the purpose of ascertaining the means of-ingress and egress,

Let us like’ f<jri an instance a common condition r-A store - and generally to make investigation regarding the constra­
in the mercantile! Area of a city is being assessed for $5,000 tion thereof, in order that in case of fire he shall know *1
and has a stoick valued at $80,000. The store building is wh^t manner to direct the work of extinguishing such fire.”
assessed in thé rfilinicipal tax, while the stock ik" net, therA Thus it is that by-laws, ire made making it the duty of the'
being but a btisini'fs tax to represent the stock, and this chief to simply look at lire traps, that he may know how to
business tdx i| (tr i>cr cent, of the- store building. Then it extinguish a fire that ght Occur in them, 
shows that a"|ralM|;}of $85,000 is being protected by a tax The chief may fifth conditions tfiat are extremely dan- •

gerous to the public. For initance, he mav find in a theatir 
Everythid|| tHit is subject to destruction by fire should a middle gallery havingX a seating capacity of several hun- 

be subject to a difect taxation for the expenses of-fire pro- dred, having for a fire-eVape exit an outside flimsy iron
tection, and every inunicipality should be required to furnish stair of three feet width, tHis being the only emergency çtit
protection fàcSlitj|s in accordance with the value therein from* this part of the lousb. There may‘exist numéro*,
represented. This may, in part, be responsible for condi- other dangerous conditions thbt might be mentioned, and.
tions creating, thé necessity for government supervision while it mav be his duty.to report on such conditions to his
where the fire 'hazards are concerned, that the causes of fire committee, there the matter may stop after his reports have
may be gathered, |o that office, and there studied by prac- been distributed to the respective parties concerned. These 
tical men in that; jiv<rrk. few points, of the mans thal could be mentioned, pare s»f-

It is iitj the Clauses of fire wherein the remedy for the ficient to-demonstrate tie necessity of a commission in the 
prevention 'mav He discovered, and these causes are nu-4 provincial legislative offices composed of practical men m
merous, but of ttitin all the one to be most dreaded is that this work. We have in this province that element of prac-

’of incendiarism. When the motive for incendiarism is burn- tical men—men who have spent Aole lives in this wort,
ing for the iWiMrite, the chapco-r for success are studied and who study the results of experiments in the arts «f
by the personfeekfifig the fire. As a result the losses are coping with fires and conflagrations receiving as they do 
heavy from such forces. a report of all the principal onFs, in addition to the experi-
; The sources througfli which the causes of fire are being ence acquired in thejr o importe. Then is it not reasonable

! investigated are generally the insurance companies involved, that from this element sfor^petent judges in matters relative
j and they, owjjnjg the bad feeling created towards them on to fire conditions may he found ?

account bf the lrivfstigation, will hesitate before ordering a 
fire inquest, and ; fhe feeling locally under such conditions
may be such ak tbi cause the inqufst to be a farce, and the The duties of the Office of fire marshal are to receive
wrong m this Wifl" tnay never be fect.fied. If these investi- reports of all fires.occurring in the province from chiefs! of
gatibns were cnhtidftcd by a party from tV outside of the fiTP departments; where none exist from the county coo-
^us'oSkiilS^ dkfi^kv <V W°U rem0yCd’ S,ables of the respective counties, ’and to investigate, or
,, US overcotoiyf that difficulty. - . , ^use to be investigatec, the causes qf fire should they be

rj City Should Maintain Adequate Fire Protection. known. It should be hi ; privilege to conduct qn inquest, if
When thij <ja»s|s of all fires arc collected into one office fu0*1 sb/1u'.^ deemed l y him to bè necessary, and be given

the tendency) will’ l|e to create a general condition of safetÿ the authority to call witr esses for the same, having the sa»e
by the use q( siij gestion from a practical standpoint. Better PcwÇr in this matter as the existing coroner. To receive
fir*- by-laws miy bp made and applied universally, as fires ff'orts as to the conditions of all public buildings re a

■i univPHml ii fluence. For instance, we may-find one 2 safety in the event of fire, and to create a • standard
; j. c',f that takes! be greatest care in having adequate fire re/ escapes suitable for the class of respective purposes

protection, snepdih t .1 suitable arrfount annually to main- strength, capacity and practicability. To receive
tain in efficient service, and there may exist in the same reports trom fire chiefs as to the safety of public buildings,
province an< tfier - itv that will scrimp the fire protection and " here it is impossible to have them made safe through
system to tl çkladt dollar. Is not the city that is providing
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Duties of a Fire Marshal.
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