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FIRE MARSHALS.

Their Oufpliﬁurious and Duties—Expense of Fire Pro-
tection

Cities Should Maintain Adequate
Fire Protection.
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Fire. Chief Finch, Cueiph.

The ﬁteé;.l«ﬁses' on the continent of America, being as
they are, {e@ tifnes, that of the F.urnpe.gmi countries, hAa's
raised the iq@estipn ¢n all_sides, ¢ Wheré is the responsi-
bility ” “MWHhy /fis it that American losses should be
greater 2’ and- ag ain, '_‘ls'th('rc a rémedy ?

It is 2 téndepcy of a great mhany people to lpok - upon
the insurarice corhpanies as being| the people responsible for
the loss. Aftfr sfudying the situation for a time, this belief
appears rtdid;ilo‘up as ‘the property insvred is not t-h,': pro-
perty of the finsurance companies, but is the. people’s pro-
perty, and théy pay a tax to these companies, who, in return
for the samei guarantee them against loss by fire. That
tax must “fudl as fo be equal to the losses by fire, the
opeérating enses of the companies, and also the per-
centage fol| dividends on the money invested. This being
the case, i iji immaterial to what extent the people. protect

i inf'so far as the insurance people are con-

cerned, forlthe higher the losses, thg  greater  must _be.
the tax. 5"\‘ b\l |
Then it\\fllows that the pepple must create a good

. prote¢tion .or pay a high insurance rate for
‘not doing so. | f
| ipratection of the gdifferent municipalities is
2 hapds of the councils of the same, and, as a
ncils are ¢omposed .of people who may have
directly in the matter of fire losses, pos-

ay, residential property, the rates on which
ly! ril “as compared with the rates on the
f giods carried 'in| the congested mercantile

standard of

entirely in t
rule, these ¢
little at stakg
sessing, as th
being practic;
great stocks |

The ex[ibgsek};in connection with fire protection seem
to be levied 0n nssessable property, whereas the stocks in
the stores, wiirehguses and the manufacturing areas prac-
tically escapg thé itax for municipal fire protection:

Let us use fdr 4n instance a common condition A store
in the mercangile! &r(-a of a city is being assessed for $5,000
and has a stoek|yalued at $80,0000 The store building is
assessed in thé miinicipal tax, while the stock i< net, theré
being but a busine$s tax to représent the stock, and this
business tax i§ 3b per cent. of the. store bdilding. Then it
shows that a'?f’alifp?of $85,000 is being proteéted by a tax
ik B A :

Everything thit is subject to destruction by fire should
be subject to| a d;'ii‘f'('t taxation for the expenses: of .fire -pro-
tection, and €very, municipality should be required to furnish
protection féd]iti, in .accordance 'with the valué therein
represented. Thi,s}g may, in part, be responsible for cendi-
tions creating. the | necessity for| govérnment supervision
where the fire ;hnzif_lrﬂs are concerned, that the causes of fire
may be gathefed fd that office, and there studied by prac-
tical men in |that work. | 1

It is i the tpuses of fire ‘wherein the remédy: for- the
prevention '‘m (v discovered, and these causes are nu-
merous, but of them all the one tp be most dreaded is that

“of incendiarisnd, A¥hen the motive for incendiarism is burn-

ing for the ingutidnce, ‘the chancés for succkss ‘are studied
by -the persnh?g'lsektihg the fire. As a result the losses are
heavy from_su§ Sg)l‘ll'CPS. . .

The sources through which the causes of fire are being

investigated #r@ generally the insurance companies involved,

and they, owinﬁ fa the bad feeling created towards them on
account bf thgf_-,';firl,_\'é%ti;:;ninn. will hesitate before ordering a
fire inquest, amd the feeling locally under such cqnditions
may be such ag tbicause the inquest to be a farce, and the
wrong in thig Way:may never be: rectified. If these investi-
gatibns were | condlucted by a party from the outside of the
municipality, { th ¢ar of local influence would be reémoved,
ig>,that difficulty. il

City Should ‘ﬁltiit‘iln ‘Adequate Fire Protection.

When the ¢a@sés of all fires are collected into one office
the tendency| wilk he to create a general condition of safety
by the use of sp gestion from a practical standpoint. Better
fire by-laws mayvi he made and applied universally, as fires
have a univers 1§ igfluence. For instance, we may -find one
city ‘that mkucf the greatest care in having  adequate fire
pratection,” pknding 4 suitablé anfount -annually to main-
tain an efficiént ?sgvirn. and there may exist in the samé
province andther | dity that will serimp the fire protection
system to theilaét.idollar. Is not the city that is providing
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= good protection inﬂue_‘ngtcii/*irits insurance rates.

* neglect of the city not domg so? Yes; it is the
. tax that pays the univers 1 losses, and to offset the injy
done the careful city it Will be  necessary.to create 3
versal influence, that the careless city be forced to be
a menace to the insurance rating of that area. There isa
view ' other than that relative to finahcial losses, that “gf
danger to life in public bnildings. There are many building
i1 this province that are |veritable death-traps; and the

" yincial government is ditectly responsible for some
conditions, no- doubt unthinkingly ; nevertheless they
‘We hawe ‘schools that -are under the supervision of
inspector, who may! not| realize .the pecessity for a fire
escape, thinking they mar the architectural beauty of g
building. We have fire-escapes on schaols that are unprs
tical for the purpose they are meant for, and the sam
be applied to hotels and |factories. :

With the hotels of the province, matters relative to
are in the hands of the license ' commissions. With
schools of thé province it is in the hands of school boafds
With the factories it is ip the hands of a factory inspecto
who may previously havé been a clerk or a machimist,
may be a person who has not spent one hour of his
studying matters of fire| prevention engineering. With |
opera houses,.lodge roo s,” public auditoriums, etc., matte
relative to fire protecti are -left in the hands of ¢

=~ gouncils, who create muniicipal by-laws never to be enforce
owing to local influence}, We have the man whose life §
busy in channels other [than the one he is given the ay

thority to act as judge. You find where thé man who studié

these conditions, having authority, and whose judgment m:
fbe tolerated, but not necessarily acted upon, must give
for the man having the| influence to get these jobs.
public must be subjected| to the ‘hazard that as a result m
exist, has existed and does exist, a monument of inco
petency, and engraven thereon as an epitaph the story.
our fire losses. 1 |
Duties of Fire Chief. i
Let ‘us take a peep lat the inside works of the presen
day municipal fire department regarding matters of cond
tions for the safety of the public in public buildings. I wil
quote a sample of a part of a certain by-law relative to
duties of the chief: ‘“Visit all schools, churches, theatré
factories, hotels, and alll public buildings, in the city
a large number of people are accustomkd to assemble |
the purpose of ascertainihg the means of-ingress and egre
--and genérally to make ifivestigation regarding the constn
tion thereof, in order thiat in case of fire he shall know
what manner to direct thé work of extinguishing such fin
Thus it is that by-laws_pare made making it the duty of th
chief to simply look at fire traps, that he may know how o
extinguish a fire that kit occur in them. i

. ] an . il
The chief may fifd| conditions that are extremely da
gerous to the public. Kgr initance, he may find in a th

a middle gallery having)a seating capacity of several h
dred, having for a firee\cape exit .an outside flimsy
stair of three feet width, tiNs being the only emergency
from® this part of the Hous There may’exist numeros
other dangerous conditipns thh might be mentioned, s
while it may be his duty.to report on such conditions to
committee, there the matter may stop after his reports
been d_l'stributod to the respective parties concerned. ,
few points, of the many that could be mentioned, "are
ﬁmer)t tomdemonstrate the necessity of a commission in {

¢ provincial legislative offices. composed of practical men
this work. We have in [this province that element of prac-
tical men—men who haye spent ole lives in this work,
):md_ who _study the results of experiments,in the arts|
coping with fires and donflagragions, receiving as they id
a report ‘of all the prindipal m;!?s.-in addition to the expen-
ence acquired in their of\'m work. ‘Then is it not reasona
that from this element ¢ompetent judges in matters relat
to fire conditions may J(‘ found > ; ! i

| >
Duties of a Fire Marshal. : H
The duties of the dffice of fire marshal are to recciﬁ

reports of all fires.occutring in the province from chiefs. of
fire departments: wheré none exist, from  the county cop
stables of the respectivie counties, ‘and to investigate, |9F
cause to be investigated,
known. Tt should be hig privilege to conduct an inquest,’
such should be deemed By him to bé necessary, and be given
the authority to call witrjesses for the same, having the same
pewer in this matter as the existing coraner. To recel
reports as to the conditions of all public buildings relative
to -their sifety in the event of fire, and to Create a.sta

of firef escapes suitable for theé class of respective  purposes

as to strength, capacity and practicability. To receife
reports from fire chiefs jas to the safety of public buildings.
and where it is impassible to have them made safe throu
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: i ;

\ |
|

the cayses of fire should the)'},e,

A B

s i fasp



