16 "THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

THE P ARMER’S ADVOCATE

AND HoME MAGAZINE.

THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE
DOMINION.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LmMrrep).

JOHN WELD, MANAGER.

THe FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME JOURNAL,

e WiNNiPEG, MAN.

AGENTS FOR

Lonpon (EnGLAND) OFFICE :
W. W. CHAPMAN, Agent, Mowbray House, Norfolk Street,
London, W. C., England.

s. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE
is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and ind dent of all cliques or parties, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
practical, reliable and profitable information for farmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers, of any publication
in Canada.

s. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland
and Scotland, $1.50 per year, in_advance ; $2.00 per year when
not paid in advance. nited States, $2.50 per year; all other
countries 12s.; in advance.

s. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4 THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an
explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All payments of
arrearages must be made as required by law.

s. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
‘When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

». THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the FULL NAME and POST-OFFICE ADDRESS MUST
BE GIVEN

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1 must be enclosed.

to. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS. —Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P. O. address.

3. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improve Thr
FARMER'S ADvOCATE AND HoME MaGaziNg, Descriptions of
New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not generally known.
Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved ethods of
Cultivation, are each and all welcome. ontributions sent us
must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.

83. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
_thh this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMITED),
LonpoN, CANADA.

Power
the

con-

Ontario
faith with

Commission’'s bargain with the
Company involves a breach of
Electrical Development Company, which is
trolled by the ‘“ electric ring.”” While this may or
may not be technically correct, there is no reason to
fear that the Ontario Governiment will be a party
to any scheme to depreciate the legal franchise of
any corporation without reasonable and adequate
compensation. But, whatever
there may be against the project, as outlined, the
and the
not to

real arguments

distributed arguments used
were designed to appeal,

telligence and fair-mindedness, but to their ignor

literature
the people’'s in
The reply is a well
The long-over

ance, prejudice and timidity.

deseryed  and  stinging  rebuke.

ridden citizen has found champions at last, and

is coming into his own. This is the people’s age

STANDS FOR WHAT S BEST.

In renewing my own subscription, [ am pleased
1 would

to be able to send you two new names

like very much to have you send cach ol them  a
copy of the Christmas number, if it is nol
asking too much. As farmers, 1 think we should
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all read

what farming we are most interested

in. and I believe that a goodly number of citizens

who are not engaged in our occupation would
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THE AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK.

"It was with a peculiar glow of pleasure that
we perused the manuscript of Mr. Sutton’s
article, headed, ‘“ Rural Conditions Must be Im-
proved.” Hi- words of appreciation of ‘° The
Farmer’'s Advocate ’’ were particularly gratifying,
because they evince faithful reading, intelligent
interest and thoughtful reflection upon the views
that have been advanced in our columns during
the past months and years. Mr. Sutton must be
a student of rural conditions, and his sizing-up is
fairly comprehensive.

There is, perhaps, in his letter, a vein of
pessimism as to the prospect of bringing about
those changes in the farmer’s estate which we are
all agreed in demanding. This is scarcely sur-
prising, in view of the chronic national habit of
regarding the farmer as a man to be exploited,
and farming as an occupation to get away from.
So long have these notions prevailed, and so fer-
tile are the beneficiaries of our tariff and subsidy
systems in monopolizing natural resources, and
devising means, direct and indirect, for their own
aggrandizement, at the expense of the great pro-
ducing agricultural class, that it is no wonder if
some of us despair, at times, of ever seeing the
farmer given a square deal. ‘“ The Farmer’s
Advocate ”’ has no desire to disguise facts, to
paint agriculture more glowingly than it deserves,
or to exaggerate the prospects for its advance-
ment in favor among our young people. We
realize fully that there is a peculiar gloss and
glare about city life, as well as certain more
estimable privileges, that render it seductively al-
luring to all except the more level-headed and re-
flective young men and women. Hence, it is
doubly important that our rural-school education
he so conceived as to awaken an interest in and
understanding of the scientific, the romantic and
the pleasurable phases of the occupation of farm-
ing, in order that they may not become weighed
drudgery, but, while
and

down with a sense of its
fully cognizant of its stern realities

backs, that they may perceive its compensations,
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farm. and the rural population will inctude  an
cver fnercasing  proportion  of  those who farm,
not trom necessity, hut from cholce \s  their
example and intluence become more generally felt,
nuprosement of rural conditions will gain head-
wayv, and increase with comulative force I'here
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aged 1o believe that conditions arc steadily im-
proving, and will improve inuch faster once we
get at the main root of the difficulty, which is
our incomplete, unbalanced and irrational rural
education.

RURAL CONDITIONS MUST BE FURTHER I[M-
PROVED.
Editor ‘“ The Farmer’s Advocate '’ :
I think the editorial department of ‘‘ The

Farmer’s Advocate '’ was never better conducted
than at the present time. More power to your
pen ! Your fight for agricultural teaching in
the schools is worthy of every encouragement. If
the theory is put into practical operation, it may
have a great influence in crealing and maintain-
ing a taste for the pursuit of agriculture as a pro-
fession among the pupils of our schools. I, for
one, hope so. Under present conditions, it seem
uphill work to make farming and country life {
general sufficiently attractive to keep the younp
people on the farm, to say nothing of inducing
any considerable proportion of the urban popula-
tion to choose farming as a profession. The
amount of hard, dirty, disagreeable, and appar-
ently never-ending work, which, in spite of im-
proved methods, will require to be done on a
farm, always is a potent reason, in the minds of
the young people, for choosing some other more
congenial occupation. As I remember reading
once, in one of our most conservative and rea-
sonable journals, it has always been so, from the
beginning to the present; while people can make a
living in town, the majority will choose town
life, where, for the strong and capable, the bright-
est prizes are to be obtained. The young people
of the country, influenced by what they see of the
city, and by the conspicuous success of the young
men from the country, sometimes their former
neighbors, whom they cannot but know had no
more natural ability than they themselves, feel
that what man, has done man can do, and see no
reason why they, too, should not win the financial
success, the social recognition, and all the pleas-

ures, luxuries and opportunities for cultivation
which follow success in the city. The number
who fail, they won't consider, feeling within

themselves that they have, as compared with the

city youths, generally greater physical, mental
and moral stamina, and consequently greater
chances of success. Besides that, I am afraid
there is no use trying to deny that, even for
those who are only very moderately successful,
the perfection and cheapening of modern ap-
pliances has brought within their reach con-

veniences and comforts which even those who are
conspicuously successful in the country can scarce-
ly hope to obtain, if they live at any great dis-
tance from the city. All this only has its na-
tural eflect, whether it is hest for the country as
a whole or not.

But what we do want in the country (for those
of us who remain from necessity, strong love of
nature, or independence, or other cause) is a fair
chance. We want as small a percentage of pro-
tection in the tariff arrangement as is necessary
to enable our manufacturers to get along, and no
more. We want that element in the protective
tarifi which would build up and enrich the cities
at the expense of the country done away with.
As agriculture is the greatest industry in the
country, if Government money is to be spent in
cencouraging industries, we want an amount spent
in the encouragement of agriculture proportionate
to its importance. We want money spent on
roads, and as prizes for good-roads competitions;

incidentally, we want the automobile nuisance
stopped. We want prizes, and plenty of them,
and at regular intervals, « [or the cleanest and
best-kept  farms. We want cheap money for
municipal and private land draining. We want
and wust, i possible, have better, cheaper and

more prompt transportation and delivery of goods
and produce. As an instance, a very much larger
and more profitable trade could be done in the
Northwest Provinces with Ontario fruit but for
the uncertainty in delivery.® We need cars special-
Iv planned for the carrying of fruit in the winter.
Our Government should investigate the probabili-
ties ol profitable trade being done with any other
country in the world in any line of products, re

port upon the same, and, where necessary, pro-
vide (he facilities for trade being done.

We want, wherever possible  and reasonable.
rural-mail delivery, and ecither Government tele-

phones or
hy which every
settled rural
opportunity
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arrangements with private companies,
individual in the more thickly
parts of the country will have the
of having telephone connection in his
two alone would
counter-attractions to
city life among those hrought up in the country:
the delivery of the mails would be followed
in natural some plan for keeping coun
try roads open in the winter, when they are closed
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by heing hlocked with snow . and prove one of the
ereatest causes ol the isolation complained of 1in
the countrey

Owr Govermment has done something, and will
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