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Winter Feeding of Beef Cattle.

The fact that either winter feeding or summer
grazing of beef cattle has not been satisfactorily
profitable for one season is no sure indication
that the following year will necessarily show
similar results. The markets for meats fluctuate,
as do those for cereals and dairy products, and
the next year may bring higher prices for one
and lower for others. One of the lessons to be
learned from an unfavorable year or a declining
market is that the product of best quality finds
the readiest buyers and brings the highest price.
Another lesson is that the product most cheaply
produced, the quality being cqual, brings the
most profit. Since few farmers who practice feed-
ing beef cattle raise as many as they require to
consume the winter feed, or the pasture they have,
but depend upon buying a part or all the cattle
they feed, it goes without saying that their prof-
it or loss in the transaction depends largely  on
the class of stock purchased and the price at
which they are bought. Wecre the feeder endowed
with the. necessary foresight to correctly predict
market prices six months in advance he would be
in a position to buy with a feeling of comparative
safety, but while that gift is withheld he has to
take chances in this line of business, as most men
have in otheérs, and the best thing he can do, hav-
ing decided to buy, is to secure as good a class
of cattle as he can, and at as low a price as he
can buy that class; and then feed them as cconouii-
cally as possible while making sufficient gain in
weight to have them in condition to bring the
highest market price at the time he wishes to sell.
Whether the outcome will spell profit or loss, or
merely holding his own, will depend on his skill
in feeding and condition of the market when he
sells. 'The object of this article and of a series
to follow is to endeaver to throw some light on
the problems of buying and feeding cattle with a
view to economy of production, in order to secure
the best results, so far as the feeder can control
the situation. One of the difficulties in securing
the class of cattle one would choose to feéd—and
it is a somewhat serious difficulty—is the lament-
able scarcity of well-bred, thrifty good-doing
steers or heifers available in this country,-owing
to the neglect of farmers to use a good class of pure-
bred bulls of the beef or dual-purpose breeds. The
benefit of all concerned of improving the stock by
this means is a lesson the average farmer has
been deplorably slow to learn, despile the oft-
repeated reminders of the market reports a of
writers in farm papers. Under existing condi-

tions, the best that can be done is to ‘‘ take time

and keep a look-out for possible
bargains some time before the cattle are needed
to put on feed, securing & good one or a few
when they are found and can be bought right. If
these cannot be secured near home, the next best
thing—and sometimes it is the best—is to oc-
casionally visit the cattle market in some good
center, and keep a lookout for a carload of a use-
ful sort not sufliciently finished for the export
trade or the butcher, and that can be purchased
at a price likely to allow a margin for profit on
a few months’' feeding. The railway companies,
we understand, make special reduced freight rates
on stock shipped out for feeding and returned to
the market by their road, and the banks are gen-
loan money to farmers on the
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erally willing to

security of the cattle when marketed. So that,
if a man has. a supply of fodder and other feed
to be disposcd off, and has not the ready cash to
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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATRE.

It requires but few words to describe the prof-
itable feeding steer, but unless the buyer has
been observant of the diflerence between good and
common or scrub cattle in this respect, and has
had some experience in handling the better class,
he may make serious mistakes in his selections.
He will be in danger of preferring size to quality,
smoothness and thriftness, and may find that he
has a lot of cattle lacking in uniformity, of a bad
type, and hard to sell to advantage. TIf he has
not confidence in his own judgment, he may do
well to enlist the assistance of an experienced huy-
er in whom he has confidence.

The good-feeding steer or heifer will show the
characteristics of some one or more of the pure-
bred beef breeds in color and conformation, will
stand on short legs, will have short, broad head
and a bright eye, a broad muzzle, a short, thick
neck. a full brisket, smooth shoulders, well-sprung

A Good Feeding Sort.

and deep ribs, a strong back and loin, long, level
,quarters, long thighs, well filled in at the junction
or twist, will be thiek through the heart, wide
between the fore legs, thé fore ribs and flank well
let down, will have a good coat ol soft-handling
hair, a loose, soft-handling skin, and a quiet
disposition.

A two-and-a-half-year-old steer of this descrip-
tion should weigh about 1,100 pounds in good,
thrifty condition, coming off the pasture, or when
put in the stable for winter fecding.  The differ-
ence between the ¢lass of steer described and a
common or ‘a dairy-bred animal is that the former
will lay on flesh of a good class rapidly on the
back, loin and ribs, where the best cuts are
found, and will make rapid ‘gains jn weight, whilc
the other class will put but little flesh on his back,
but will fill up inside with tallow, a low-selling
product, and will nmever ‘have the appearance that
takes the eye of the buyer and brings the best price,
but will have to be sold at one to two cents a
pound less, while his gain in weight will also be
much less than that of. the beei-Dred steer, and
there is little chance of any profit on his feeding

It is well to-buy not later than November for
winter feeding, as affer the grass becomes frozen
it is less nutritious, and the cattle are failing
rather than gaining in condition, and this
has to be made up before any gain can be made
However, we have seen cattle bought in the mail
ket in December which have made satisfactory
gains when stabled and wisely fed

The feed at first after stabling should be main
ly roughage, as straw, hay and cnsilage, with «
moderate supply of roots or bran, or both, to be
supplemented with a light meal ration after the
lirst week or two, and gradually increased. The
question of the advantage or otherwise of  light

meal feeding and of balanced rations

loss

versus heavy
will hie treated in a following article

Unprofitable Feeders.
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Shorthorn Registration.

To the Editor ‘‘ Farmer’s Advocate SR

I beg to draw attention to the fact that entries for
Volume 22 of the Herdbook will be closed on the 31st
of December, 1905, and if breeders wish pedigrees to
appear in that volume it would be advisable for them
to send them in as soon as possible, when the applica-
tions will receive our prompt attention.

Volume 21 is now in press, and will be mailed to
all entitled to same next month. It contains the pedi-
grees of 4,940 bulls, and 5,290 cows, or a total of
10,230 ; also a list of prizes (awarded at the different
exhibitions which receive our grants), together with the

pames of the exhibitors and the names of the prize-

winning animals.

Since the Record Office has been removed, a number
of breeders have been enquiring as to the cost of regis-
The fees have not been changed, and are as

tration.
follows :
Fees, invariably in advance :

TO MEMBERS. ' TO NON-MEMBERS
For recording pedigree For registration and

of each animal under certificate of each

24 months ...........%0 T:‘u‘ animal under 24
For recording pedigree | months ... 5 $1 25

of each animal over < .
) IFor registration and
24 months . 1 00 ‘ o
_ . certificate of each
I'ransfers, each ... a5 | )
~ § s )

Duplicate certificates, ‘ animal (DA 24

each . as | months .o.ceue 1 75
B — o s YA 25 | -

Old  certificates ex- 0Old  certificates ex-
changed for new changed for new
forms, each ... : 10 forms, each . 10

Back volumes of herd- | Transfers, each 25
books, each .......... 2 00| Duplicate certificates,

Membership fee, yearly 2 00 | cach ... ... : 25

All registration fees must accompany applications,
and may be sent by postal note, post-office money order,
registered letter, express money order, or marked cheque.
Postage stamps will not be accepted.

New application blanks wiul be supplied free to all
who apply.

A new form of registration certificate is now being
issued (with the railway shipping vouchers attached).
Send in the old certificates and they will be exchanged
for the new form at the cost of 10 cents each.

lKeep animals registered. It is a poor animal not
worth the fee necessary to record its pedigree.

Always state on the application form the number or
volume where the dam is recorded. It would also
ereatly aid, when forwarding pedigrees for registration,
to write them legibly and correctly, and be careful to
give every particular required on the application form.
their accuracy as to date
should be

Before sending in pedigrees,

of birth, color, name of breeder, owner, etc.,
checked No pedigree will be
mude on the printed formm of the
tion, and must be certified by the breeder, his accredited
agent, or representative.

If care is taken in these points, much inconvenience,

received unless

Associa-

carefully
application

delay and correspondence will be avoided.
There are hundreds of breeders in every Y'rovince who
are not as yet members of our Association. Note the

small fee to join, $2.00 per annum, which entitles the

member to register animals at reduced rates, and if
there are four animals to record in one year, enough
will be saved to pay the membership fee. If not al-

ready a member, send in the name, and also tell neigh-
bors of the advantage derived from being a member.

Association has, since 1895, distributed prize
money amounting to $25,000 at the leading ex-
hibitions and winter fairs in the various provinces. The
distribution of a liberal share of our surplus funds, in
the encouragement of a strong
the principal shows, has

T'he
over

the form of prizes for
representation of the breed at
heen beneficial to the fraternity in advertising the Short-

horn, thus keeping in the public view the merits of the
preatest hreed of cattle yet produced.
We are now numbering the females, so that each

numbered as issued If there is not a

on your certificate send it in, and we will put

certificate is
number
it on and return promptly.

A communications Accountant,

addressed to




