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TRUE GREATNESS.

(LUKE XXII. 14-30.)

I do not know that there is a more touching
lesson in any of the words or ways of our Lord
Jesus Christ than that which comes before us at
the last supper.

First of all His desire is to eat that paschal feast
with His disciples. He was the only One who
knew what it meant —the One to whom it spoke of
such a burden as never was nor could be borne by

mere man.

And yet with desire He desired to eat of that
passover before He suffered. He knew it was the
immediate harbinger of His death upon the cross.

Yet there was not one of the disciples that so de-
sired to eat it with Him, as He desired to eat it
with them. This is love, and love is self-sacri-
ficing.

It was this cup that He told them to divide
among themselves—not that of the Lord’s supper.
Our Lord Jesus never partook of His own supper.
He partook of the paschal supper, but not of His
own. For thisis for us, being the witness of a
redemption which He wrought for us (not for Him-
self, of course). The paschal supper was for Him
as well as for the disciples, and He desired to eat
it along with them. On the occasion of the pass-
over, after its cup was passed round, He institutes
His own supper ; but before that He says He was
no longer to drink of the fruit of the vine till the




