THE SOWER.

THE WORK OF THE CROSS.

In Jesus on the cross, the Son of man has been
glorified in a much more admirable way than He will
be ever by the positive glory that belongs to Him
under that title,. He will, we know, be clothed with
that glory ; but, on the cross, the Son of man bore all
that was necessary for the perfect display of all the
glory of God. The whole weight of that glory was
brought to bear upon Him, to put Him to the proof
that it might be seen whether he could sustain it,
verify and exalt it ; and that by setting it forth in
the place where, but for this, sin concealed that glory,
and, so to speak, gave it impiously the lie. Was the
Son of man able to enter into such a place, to undertake
such a task, and to accomplish the task, and maintain
His place without failure to the end? This Jesus did.
The majesty of God was to be vindicated against the
insolent rebellion of His creature; His truth, which

had threatened him with death, maintained ; His

justice established against sin (who could withstand
it?) and, at the same time, His love fully demon-
strated. Satan having here all the sorrowful rights
that he had acquired through our sin, Christ—perfect
as a man, alone, apart from all men, in obedience,
and having as man, but one object, that is, the glory
of God, thus divinely perfect, sacrificing Himselr for
this purpose—fully glorified God. Go:l was glorified
en Him. His justice, His majesty, His truth, His

love.
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