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December 23rd. “What birthda 
shall we bring to Christ ’ Matt 
(A Christmas meeting).

The Christmas story is perhajis 
known than any other of the Bible, 
visit of the Magi is 
scene in the infant days of the 
Bethlehem. The pre 
“gifts " to Jesus is the basis of this week's 
topic. The idea of the old Saxon Bede is 
perhaps as nearly correct as any other. He 
says “gold" implies the recognition of the 
Sovereignty of Jesus, “ frank me 
homage due Him as an adorable Divine 
Being, “myrrh " Unified the bitterness of 
the trials He should bear in His human life 
and exjieriencv on earth. It will therefore 

a wise plan to follow up the study of the 
topic after this plan. What “gifts " van we 
bring to Him that will extol Him as Kimj, 
prove our worship of Him as the Otnl-Man, 
and evince our desire to ease some of the 
sorrows and lessen some of the cares of the 
“ Mmi nf Stinnx* and acquainted with grief" 
as reflected in the lives of His children on 
earth ' Our “gifts" will in this way be 
worthy, not because of their intrinsic value ; 
but la-cause of the spirit and motive that 
prompted us to make them. Christmas 
gifts, birthday presents, are sometimes 
offered in the ho|ie of getting something 

< again in return. Is this the I rest spirit f 
uld we give to Christ in order to get 

something back again ' Is this not a selfish 
motive ! The spirit that is worthy and that 
makes the gift worthy is affection. With 
love in our hearts for our friends, we find 
it a gladsome and easy thing to give to 
them, and the liest we have is n 
to prove how much we love them. So with 
Jesus. Ho lored, and because He loved, He 
i/oiv Himself. If we love we too will give, 
and give ourselves. Because He is King we 
should give Him our loyalty ; liecause He is 
Adorable Redeemer we should give Him our 
worship; because He “bore our sorrows” 

should liear the sorrows of His children, 
love and likeness to 

happy* Christmas

? i'vj. and if nccessa 
the lient work 
whether in your individual or collective life, 
decide to put new eneiyu. that by resolute 
application you may overcome difficulties 
that have seemed almost insurmountable in 
the past, lienolre ami i/o.

are standing 
op'iicd dour.

We are treading 
trod Is'fore :

a little money 
the Junior*.

ground would quickly spnmt because the 
underlying stone would reflect the heat of 
the sun, and provide what gardeners call 
“bottom-heat, by which the germination is 
hastened. But such soil quickly dries out, 
and from its very shallowness is utipnsluc- 
tive of perfect fruit. The roots of the gr« 
ing plant cannot find sufficient moisture, 

become parched and the plant 
People in this class are 

• are easily touched liecause of their 
emotional excitability ; but too often are un­
able "to stand," liecause they lack “root," 
thorough hold on Hod. 3rd. “ Thorn»," i.r., 
weeds and grain struggle for the mastery. 
Every Junior has seen such a field or garden 
and knows that unless the weeds, thistles, 
briars, etc., are not kept down they will 
“choke" the good plants and make the 
garden lioth dirty and unprofitable, 
life ; we hear (bid's Word, 
grow in us and prevent it from bringing forth 
fruit. This class is very numerous. To 
keep down the weeds calls for constant 
watchfulness and untiring work. 4th, “Good 
i.e., well-prepared and carefully tilled ground. 
Such hearers receive the Word intelligently, 
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Then gather all >

And let vour inutU 
the Right."care for it during its growth diligen 

bring forth |icrfect (well-developed) harvest 
. . . . Having explained the | wimble in 
some such way, let the leader ask such 
lions as these : What is in the seed t (
What will the seed do when it is ► 
(Grow. ) Which will generally grow the faster, 
good seed or weeds ! (Weeds). What is 
needed that the earth may bring forth her 
best for us ? (Our co-operation). Will the 
grouu row something if left alone f (Yes ; 
but weeds). Does God- wish our lives to be 
weedy or clean I etc.

One of the Common Folk.Life8)

Shosown ‘ He is just a common ejiarrow. 
Brown of wing and bright of 

Most o' folks are swearin'
He don't care—no more do 1.
;■ may nip the leaves, the youngest. 
An’ the greenest <m the tree, 

go an' bring his 
In to help for all o' me.

I've a likin' for the fellow - 
He's a plucky one you know ;

Time an' again I've heard him 
Chirpin' through the winter 

Only while the storm is fiercest 
Does he hide inside the door ;

At the faintest hint o’ clearin'
< tut he comes and chirjis once more.

There are many kinds of tenqieat*
That we all have got to face 

Don't be sneerin’ at a erect ur'
When you've not his pluck and grace. 

Though he’s just a common s|ia 
Brown of wing and bright of eye 

’S|sise you take a turn a chirpin'
While the storm's a sweepin' by.

lie

to good cronies

in advance, such a lea- 
made one of the most

By preparation 
as this may lie 

titable object-lessoi 
ul to the Juniors 
g the Word of God.

is|sissible, and greatly 
in receiving and culti-bvlpl

and thus show in
Him, make a glad and 
season in our hearts, homes, schools and 
neighborhood. The following simple Is Mini 
talk may lie used to illustrate the Christmas

December 16th—“ How are we to confes8 
Christ ?" Matt. 10 ; 88, 88.

m“Confess" and “deny ” are opposites. 
“ Confess " here means “own," “ackno 
ledge,” “avow." Confessing Christ, there- 

t His character and &
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fore, means to admit 
claims, and ojienly avow our obedience to 
His precepts as well as faith in His atone­
ment. “Huir are we to confess Christ I " 
By turning away fmin sin. (See 1 Kings 8 : 
33, 36, etc.). This is the first step. By 
moken word of faith and avowal. (Rom. 
10: 0). This is public acknowledgment of 
our acceptance of Christ. By a close follow­
ing of Christ in outward life and conduct. 
(Matt. 10: 38, etc.). Thus we confess Him 
as Saviour, as Teacher, as Master and Lord, 

world recognizes us as His disciples. 
He will also recogniz 

coming when all will ‘ 
n ; but that confession is alto- 
nt from the

Like the shepherds, the wise men, 
all true worshippers, we should wrA J< 
joyfully and earnestly, and then working 
together we should nerve Him unitedly.

A uextlbmax has a bright little boy who 
liehaves for all the world like other children, 
which in a child is a virtue, not a vice. The 
other afternoon lie played so hard 
fell asleep, and was put to lied without hisWhat new things do 

you want to put into the New Year I " 
Luke 5 :36-36. (A New Year's meeting).

Not only is this the last topic-study in the 
old year, but it is the last of the 16th cen­
tury. Before another meeting is convened 
we shall have passed the dividing line of the 

What new things should we 
carry over with us I A new heaitf That 
certainly ought to go. A new life ! That 
will follow the new heart. A new purputef 
Concerning the study of the Bible, as to our 
habits of prayer, worship, conversation, 
obliging service to our fellowmen I Yea ! 
These and many more will occur to all. 
Remember that, as personally responsible to 
Christ, no other person can do our part for 
us. Our individual work can lie done only 
by ourselves.

But as a League we can carry new things 
into the new century. Cannot you decid- 
on some forward movement in your plai 
Try something you have not tried liefi 
Get out of ruts. Seek to make and ke up a 
perennial freshness in your weekly meetings. 
To do this you must determine to study for 
your meetings and sjiend time and effort,

December 30th.
and the 
This is not all.
There is a day 
foss " to Him 
gether différer 
us now. “ Every tongue
He is Christ. '* The 
anticqwites and pro' ’
Judgment day. Thei 
owned and followed 
owned and crowned by Christ in Heaven 
forever.

Questions—Why should we 
now I What benefits will follow 

of Him / Wh 
to publicly confess 
should we openly 

Master ?
we are true to Him I 

... it easy to <

ext morning Harry got up very much 
refreshed by his long rest, and came down 
to his breakfast as smiling and happy as 
could he.

“ You

without your suppe
Harry looked at her for a moment in 

painful surprise, and then all of a sudden his 
face clouded, and he asked his nurse

“ Did I go to sleep without my siqqier last

‘ Yes." said the nurse.
“Well," said he, la-tween his tears, “I 

y last night’s supjK-r now.” 
lie had it. Tit-Hit».
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mm were a very good lioy, last night, 
” said a lady. “ You went to lied Wricenturies. I
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He own us if 
may we make i 
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ment charac 
Him under trial 
to prove that if we confess 
will strengthen us in 
us from our enemies !

hi linn r 
iwn Him befo 

What Old Testa- 
proved it |Missible to own 
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Him on earth. He 
trials and deliver

gon girl sent 15 cents to a Chicago 
!i advertised for that mo 

reci|ie for softening and w hiteni 
This was the reply : “

Ax Orei 
firm wliicl ney to send 

ng the hands. 
Soak them

dishwater three times a day while 
mother rests." The advice was wort

( play I Il I

1

m

money.

4


