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Avound the Tea Table.

John's Objections Sustained.

ok ye, man, why haven't you eleaned
and polished my Doots 2" asked Dean Swift
of his eecentric servant, Joln, at an inn
where they had just prassed the night

** What's the use of polishing such things
wwked John, as he held up the hoots, dis
colored and grimy

§ yirue, " said the dean, and without
further protest he put them on, Then he
went to the office gave orders that John
should have no breakfast. He partook of his
own, and directed the hostler to saddle the
horses and lead them to the door

“Merey ! eried John, when he found
the dean ready to start, 1 haven't had any
breakfast yet

O dicd Swift, **1 can't see the
use of your breakfasting ; you would soon be
hungry again.”

Johin could think of no answer to such an
unexpected application of his own sophistry,
0 he maintained a stoical silence,

They mounted and vode on, the dean in
advance reading his  prayer-book, and the
servant following at a re pectful distance.
“Hark ye, my mag said the stranger
met, after he had observed the
two closely, ** you and your master seem to
be an uncommonly sober pair; may 1 ask
who you are and where you are going "

“We are as near saints as we ean be,”
replied John, solemnly, *and we are going
to heaven, T hope y master's praying
and P'm doing the fasting.” — Success,

He Understood

Many are the complaints made by cus
tomers over the abraptness of clerks, but
the New York  Weelly prints a story to
show that the shopkeeper is sometimes
almost too willing for the would. he customer
to explain his wants,

T want some kind of a do
that won't get out of order,

-spring, one
said a cos.

spring /" answered the hard-

“Yes, and one that won't require the
strength of an elephant to open.”

** Hem !

“And it must be strong enough to bring
the door all the way to, and not leave it
swinging open a couple of inches,”

*“1 nee.”

**And when the door closes T don't want
it to shut like a catapult, with a jar that
shakes the house from its foundations, "

“Yes. You want one that will bring the
door all the way to, and yet do it gently.”

*That's the idea.  But I don't want any
complicated arrangement,  that requires a
skilled mechanic to attend to.”

‘Noj o want some-
lhiu¥ simple, yot strong and effective,”

“That's the talk ! Something that can
be put on or taken off easily ; something
that will do its work quietly, yet thor-
oughly, and won't be eternally getting out
of order,”

“Isee. 1 know exactly what you want,
sir, just exactly.”

“Well, show me one, ™

“ We don't keep door-springs,”

A TENNESSEEAN tells this story of adarkey
freight hand on a Southern railway. He had
been placed in charge of a mule whose
destination was marked on a tag attached by
twine to the mule’s leg.  Before the animal
had been persunded ter a car, he man-
aged to reach the and, hefore Sambo
could interpose, the mule had it well chewed
up.  The old man looked at the local fi
agent, and asked in perturbation, *
goin' do wid dat mewl/ He done et up de

place where he's goin',

A Riddle Solved,

Not long ago a gentleman of Cleveland
received a letter from his lnwyer.  He could
not read a word of it, but thought that per
haps his wife, who had once or twice |
deciphered bad handwriting for him, could
do so, and took it home with him.  His wife
haed no better uek than he, ** Why don't you
take to Jimmerson, the Jdruggist 2"
They say he can read anything.”

He knew it referred to an important law
matter, and was anxious ahout it. 8o he put
on his hat and overcoat and went over to the
drug-store,

Can you make this out 2" he said,

The druggist took it an
He took it to the nearest gas-jet and looked
it over again, After a long scrutiny, he
marched to the back of the store and disap
peared behind a partition.  The gentleman
thought that very likely he had gone to get
a magnifying-glass,. He was g little
while, and then came hack with the letter in
nd and a good-sized bottle in the

1 glanced it over

“There you ave,” said the druggist.
** What's this /" inquired the gentleman.
““ Why, your tonie."”
** Who said anything about tonic 7"

Why, you handed me the prescription.
ption /"

roared the oth
think that was a preseriptic
from my lawyer about a suit

He went out chuckling with delight. The
Cleveland paper does not tell, however—as
it certainly should have told—whether or not
he paid for the tonic.—Cleveland Plain-
dealer

“ Did you
It's a letter

“Taar’s it exclaimed the old lady at
the concert, as the singers came out in
response to an encore.
over again until they get the thing right,”

Evropeax—Why is it that so many of you
Americans come oy ee this country
) e ! American
Well, the truth is we want to look over the
continent thoroughly and find out whether
we like it or not. If it suits us we may
decide to take it.

Tue lecturer on health had finished his
discourse, and invited his auditors to nsk any
quest they ch concerning points that
might seem toneed clearing up, when a lean,
skinny man rose up and asked, ** Professor,
what do you do when you ecan't sleep at
night ' 1 usually stay awake, " replied the
lecturer, “‘although, of course, eve yhody
should feel at liberty to do otherwise if he
chooses.  Are there any other questions "

First Succe
only a comm
it sofficient. Y
graduate /"

Second Successful Business May
graduated with high honors, too.

First 8. B. M. **Now, tell me truly. Did
you ever find any practical use hy what you
learned at college ¢

Second 8. B. M. *“ Um—yes. One night
when hurglars got into my house, T scared
them off with a college yell.”

sful Business Man, T had
hool education, but 1 found
u, I believe, were a college

“Yeos ;

A CLERGYMAN taking oceasional duty for a
friend in a country church was greatly sean-
dalized on observing the old verger, who had
been collecting the offertory, quietly abstract
half-a-crown before presenting the plate at
the altar-rails. ~ After service he ealled the
old man into the vestry and told him, with
emotion, that his crime had been discovered.
The clerk looked puzzled. Then a sudden
light dawned on him. ** Wha, sir, yer dooant
meean that owd “awf-craan o’ mine, do yer?
Wha, ahve ‘led-off” with he this last fifteen
year !
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Facts and Fancies.
Trisestimated thatabout 2,000,000 bicyclos
have been mwadein Europe and America
Prorasiry is forbidden by hoth the ary
the navy regulations of the United
States.

IN the Bank of England sixty folio volume
orledgers are filled daily with writing in keep
ing the accounts.

A roesn includes 2,185,000 seeds of blue
wrnss, 1421000 of timothy, 863,000 of whit.
clover, 152,000 of red clove i 243,000 of
alfalfa.

Tue whistle of a locomotive can be heand
rds, the noise of 4 train 3,300 yards,

port of a musket and the bark of a dog
1,800 yards, the roll of a drum 1,600 yards.,
a dinner bell two miles.

Gurra-rerena from the leaves of the eaout
choue tree is now being used by French
makers of submarine eables. It has all th
advantages of the product from incision into
the tree, while heing less expensive and
more durable.

IN the days of Henry VIIL of England
post-oftices were unknown, and letters were
carried by Government messengers, who
were subject to hanging if they delayed upon
the road. Truly, in those days the letter
carriers, at least, must have realized that
“ delays !

dangerous " !

THE express engines of most railway lines
cost between &15.000 and $20,000, " Their
working career depends very much upon the
road they have to travel. ~ Steep gradients
play sad havoe with them, and w Tﬁlml’!rn
their lives by two or three years. The speed
of engines is regulated by time-tables, but
there is such u thing ax making up lost time
This depends on the driver. 1f he is of a
cautious and steady turn of mind, he will act
up to the time-table, and be late rather than
travel beyond the authorized speed.

Tue eatalogue of the British Museum will
be finished before the end of the year 1900,
It will then consist of about six hundred
quarto volumes, containing an average of two
hundred and fifty columns each. Ttis comy
at present, with the exeeption of the entr
erring to England, France, German
Britain, liturgies, and a portion of th
From first to last it will have been in
gress for about nineteen years, during w
time accessions have been pouring in at the
rate of some forty thousand a year,

¢ Bible,

I7is the popular belief that the flight of
birds is much swifter than that of 8,
hut a number of naturalists who have been
making a study of the matter think that such
is not the ecase. A com house fly, for
example, is not very rapid its flight, but
its wings make 800 heats a second, and send
it through the air twenty-five feet, under
ordinary cireumstances, in that space of time,
When the insect is alarmed, however, it has
been found that it increases its rate of speed
to over 150 feet per second.  1f it could eon-
tinue such rapid flight for a mile ina straight
line it would cover that distance in exactly
thirty-three seconds.

d it was amusing to listen
to the exclamations of surprise from the na-
tive Africans on seeing their faces in a mirror
for the first time. They would beseech him
to allow them to see themselves in this
wonderful glass. ** Why," said one woman,
fmy ears are as big as pumpkin leaves,” 1
have no chin at all,” said anoth 1 would
have been pretty but for these high cheek
hones. " **See how my head shoots up in
the middle.” and so on their remarks con-
tinued in a way we can well imagine. Living-
stone would sometines pretend to be asleep
v the sake of listening to the funny
speeches, while the looking glass entertain-
ment was going on.




