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The Quiet Hour
PENTECOST.Unies one sees tine sign, "iloouis U> lei, 

wiln power. ’ iliai is Hie place u> set 
ill* your inuclimery, which without power 
to drive it will be useless, 
task ot conduct is to translate opinion into 
practice. ‘ Itut, as the oxygen and hy­
drogen nued the touch ot the electric 
tqsuk to be combined into water, so it 
is the power ot God a Spirit tluui can con­
vert our good intentions into holy deeds.

was baptized, v. W. Mo 
one can altonl to be above Ins work, lie 
that came to save from sin was "number­
ed with the transgressors. ' It is only in 
day dreams, when we forget the toil in 
the exiaicted rewatd, that noble living 
seems all sweet new and light. That 
who is decorated with the Humane So­
ciety "a medal once risked his life to save 
another's. That great statesman was 
once a |ioor student, grinding at lus books 
in a garret. That sweet-souled saint has 
resisted hundreds of temptations to fret- 
fulness and complaining, before lie attain­
ed to victorious contentment.

A dove . . a voice, vs. 10, 11. The 
Father shows Hie approval of His child­
ren's obedience: He would be a strange 
Father if He did not. Sometimes it is 
in the success of their efforts, as when a 
missionary sees Ins dusky parishioners 
coining. And constantly liis Spirit wit­
nesses with our spirits that we are child­
ren of God. He stood by Paul in the 
night on that ill-fated ship, which was 
soon afterwards wrecked on the coast of 
Malta.
one who does His will, 
hlwscd Son who said, "I know My sheep, 
and am known of Mine.”

THE BAPTISM OF JE6418.
Marvelous was liiut l.ysi revival tuai »ei 

the LiiiTetiau Cumul vu me, mai x eivus m 
it» simplicity aud in its îesulls. Inc 
cliurcti ill Jerusalem had almost noue ui 
the thing» we llima essential, it tia>i uu 
uuildiug, no pipe organ, uu choir, no dea­
cons, no elders, not even a patrtor! All 
it’had was about one iiuudieu and twenty 
members, mostly poor people. \\ liai 
could be done with such a church, what 
pastor in our day would want u call to it? 
lei that church kindled a lire that I »

||y Kev. J. W. MacMillan, M.A.
"The wholelue ueginuing, v. 1. The iiellows one 

"What isday gave a long-drawn sigli. 
lue mailer, lncuu lieUows, that, you seem 
so bad? said tbe Hearth, 
ed to no purpose, answered the bellows 
m a dejected tone, 
m kindling the lire, la it?

That is the cause, replied the

"1 have toil-

"llaveu't succeeued
asked the

It curt h.
bellows, "alter all uiy blowing there is 
no Haine. In tact the more 1 Wow, the 

" 1'erhaps," said thedarker it appears. '
Hearth, "it requires sometliing more than 
you blowing to quicken, 
one kindle a lire, and then your blowing 
will make it burn brighter.” Make a 
start. * ou must be born again, before 
you can grow in grace and m the knowl­
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Uf the gospel, v. 1. It is a woudertul 
story, the story of the wheat. Away out 
on the W estern prairies the seed is east 
into rite black soil to die. but out of its 
death, the harvest springs up, first green 
and then golden. Then the reaping time 
comes, and the grain is earned across the 
continent and over the ocean, to teed the 
hungry multitudes of the old world. There 
is a spiritual jiarullel to this thrilling story 
of nutue. Hod's Son came into the world 
and, like the seed, He was buried in death. 
Hut He rose again, and has become the 
Bread of life for the world's teenung mil­
lions. What joy, to have this living 
bread, and to carry it to others!

Make His paths straight, v. 3. In a 
school for deaf mutes a bright boy was 
asked, “What is truth?” He answered 
by drawing a straight line on the black- 
1 lourd. He was asked again "What is a 
lie?” and drew a wavering and crooked 
line. The straight |iath may lie the hard 
path—it goes right over the hills and down 
the gullies—hut it is the shortest and sur­
est route to the journey's end—the only 
path for the man who would do his duty.

In the wilderness, v. 4. The hardest 
I*ut of a true and brave hie is at first. 
Law comes lief ore grace. John, rough and 
terribly plain spoken, come* before the 
mild and kindly Jesus. It is hard to re­
sist the devil, hut easy to watch him flee­
ing from you. Repen ace. contrition, re­
formation, are the most difficult enter­
prises one can venture u|K>n. But these 
accomplished, we reach the green fields 
and still waters of the divine pasturage, 
where goodness and mercy follows us con­
tinually.

Mightier than 1, v. 7. He is the hero 
who can overcome his mood, and do the 
thing he does not want to do. 
that, like John, you expect that your work 
will soon be over and yourself disregarded. 
Why, if the work is worth doing, have 
courage to persevere. Suppose that you 
feel indisposed to effort. Don’t wait for 
the moment of inspiration to come, but 
set to work doggedly. Duty is its own 
sanction. John was like a star doomed 
to extinction, which refused to quiver and 
wane, hut shone with undimmed lustre 
until the very moment that it was lost in 
the dawning day.

With water . . . with the Holy (Ihost, 
v. 8. There arc miles of difference be­
tween "would lie good” and "eould be 

Some déféré only John’s liaptism 
of cleansing, and some seek besides Jesus’ 
I Nipt ism of inspiration and energy. Some-

lighted ail the centuries aud became tie. 
model church for all Unie. V liât did it 
have besides these one hundred aud twent) 
members? It had unanimity: "They were 
ail with one accord in one place. Mot 
one member absent, not one vacant seul 
What interest did that manliest, they 
were one organized desire and cry. How 
hard it is to get even a mqwctublc true 
tiou of our isNjple present with one ac­
cord at a prayer meeting or even at a 
church service. They aie absorbed in 
business or fashion or are indifferent to 
religion, and our churches contain many 
vacant seats, every one of which is a break 
in the current of religious interest. It we 
could only get all our members iu out­
place it would be a great revival in itself. 
These one hundred and twenty members 
were in one place with one accord in pray­
er. They had thus continued in prayer 
for days, and their united, crying hearts 
were an u

Let nonu­

rgent appeal to heaven and a 
congenial soil on which the refreshing ot 
the Spirit must easily and plentifully tall. 
This condition of united. persistent, 
strenuous prayer was the one cause of the 
Pentecostal shower that Hooded the place 
and started streams of spiritual life down 
through the centuries. We run to line 
churches and choira and pipe organs, to 
richly stained windows ami scarlet-cush­
ioned pews, to artistic singers and eloquent 
preachers, and then we wonder why we 
do not have full churches and a powerlul 
revival of religion. The true 
that we are not all with accord of prayer 
in one place. Other thoughts are in our 
minds, and sometime» there are strained 
relations and social distinction*

He continue the faith of every - 
lt was His own

FAITHFULNESS.
Is it not faithfulness to our conception* 

to be lured away from the action due to 
them or their support by any pleasure or 
any fancy, or by the desires of ambition, 
of society, or the world? No; whatever 
your profess, cling to it with all your soul. 
Whatever ship you sail in, My your Hag; 
and let all the world know clearly under 
which banner you sail the seas. There is 
no indifference, no to and fro, where there 
is faithfulness. As a man clings to his 
wife, so should he cling to the truth*, 
forms, and faith which he has chosen. Let 

let him be faithful all round 
That constancy, that faith­

fulness, is what moves the world, lty 
that, the idu*s we think worthy and pre­
cious are spread far and wide for the use 
and good of men. By that religious, |k>ii- 
tieal, social, moral, artistic, educational 
societies win their wav. and there is no 
other way the wit of men van compass. 
By that, also, we ourselves attain slowly 
the most noble of all the virtues for the 
practicàl strength of character in man or 
woman—the virtue of enduring taithtii- 

Have convictions and cling to them.

reason is

among us
that forbid the pie*ence and work of the 
Spirit. We are ever in danger of the old 
1‘harisaic heresy of putting too much 
stress on the external* of religion and los 
mg its inner spirit. We trust in our 
church organization and machinery and 
fail to fulfil the one conditions that 
brought u|»on this little, unorganized, |*ov 
crty-stricken church the greatest Messing 
of history, 
all with accord in one place, if we only 
will. Let us fulfil this plain and simple 
condition, and there will descend

Inin
his faith.to

In every church we can lie

u|ion us
a flood of the Spirit that then- will not be 
room to receive—Preehyterian Banner.

Gain principles of faith, of morals, of hu­
man action; love them earnestly, and sha|ie 
them into undeviating action Stoplord A.

Bright as in the sun, and the sky, and 
the clouds, green as are the leaves and the 
fields, sweet as is the singing of hinls, we 
know they are not all. and we will not 
take up with part for the whole. They 
proceed from a centre of love, which is 
God. but they are not his fulness; they 
speak of heaven, hut they are not heaven ; 
they are hut as stray beam* and dim re­
flections of his image crumbs from his 
table.—John Henry Newman.

The commendation of missionary work 
hv those in high position competent to 
Midge of its value, gore on uninterrupted­
ly. At a I«auquel given by the Minis! 
ial Association of the (My of Mexico to 
Vnited States Ambassador and Mrs. Con­
ger. recently, Mr. Conger paid a high tri­
bute to the missionaries laboring in 
China, of whom he said. They 
body of men and womvn who, measured 
bv the sacrifice* they make, the trials 
they endure, and the risks they take, are 
veritable heroes. Thcv are the pioneers 
in all that country. They are invariably 
the forerunners of Western civilization.”

?

*S.S. Lesson. January 28. 1906, Mark 1: 
Commit to memory vs. 10. 11. 

Read Matthew 3: 1-17; Luke 3: 122.
Golden text—Prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve him only.—1 Samuel

Rev. F. R Meyer says of Evan Roberts, 
the Welsh evangelist : “He is a pure. 
tram»paront soul; he is as humble ns a lit-

1-11.

Salvation precede* spiritual culture. To 
feed tbe sheep is well, but the sheep that 
is drowning need* first of nil to be taken 
out of the water.

tie child. I never thought anyone could 
keep so unsophisicatcd and pure amidst 
nil the homage which is rendered to
him.”
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