
THK MFA' OF TFIK NINKTIES

his InU- illustrntioiiN f«)r (iaiiticiV MaiLm'nwUf
(h- Miiit/ihi he wiiH fkiiily workiii^r towaitls

wati'i-colour work, wliik- iit one tiino he In'^ran

umler Wiiltcr Sit4 liis imly oil painting (iiii-

liiiishi'd), ' WonK'n ivjjartiing a dead nionsc.''

H_V no mvav.A least, ho iKranie a Itader in

Enfjiisli poster work. All of this was esson-

tially creative work. And when death eanie he
was very far from his artistic or intellectual

maturity. So is it not just t«» say that this

young man who practised nearly all the forms
of art, and who was also an avid reador and
student, remain- Mie chief crtitive figure of tlie

nineties .^

Indee<l, there is no more pleasing personality

in the whole jK>ri(Kl than this ' apostle of the
grotestpie,' as his own decade lovetl to liaii

him. Born at Brighton in 1872 he was edu-
cate<l at the local Grannnar School, whose
magazine, Pa.it mid PrvMent, contains his

earliest work. The Kate Greenaway picture
books, it is said, started him drawing. At
school he was neither keen on his work or
games, but used to be continually doing
'little rough, humorous sketches.' Reading
was his great refuge, and when he fell in v, ith

some volumes of the HestoraLion dramatists he
had already begun to find his feet in that world
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