Francois and ©otsa Lake Country.

From the Nechaco Valley a good trail swings Nor-Westerly thirty miles to FORT
FRASER. At this point there is a Telegraph Office and the Hudson’s Bay Company have
a supply and :r-niin;: store. Centinuing in a Westerly direction we pass Fraser Lake, sev-
enteen miles in length, and seven miles further brings us to the FRANCOIS and OOTSA
LARKE country.

This important and most promising section of the provinee is settling up steadily and at
the present time has a population of over a hundred. w hm- there is ample room for hundreds
more settiers. Francois Lake exceeds 70 miles in length while Ootsa Lake is about 45
miles long. parelleling each other and extending from East to West. Both these bodies of
water ultimately find their outlet in the Fraser River and form its northwestern source.

This whole country is fairiy well covered with a growth of black pine and red and black
spruce and is inh-rﬂn-rv-d with hills and some level land of excellent quality for agricuitural
purposes. while the best of it has a light gru\xth of paplar of both the smooth and rough bark
\:xrn m s, T in~ pnp ar, at present valueless, is useful for the manufacture of pulp wood,

%ulklzp Yallep.

Stiil continuing  Nor-Westerly and after travelling the trail for some hnndred miles we
reach the famous BULKLEY VALLEY. The Bulkley is destined to become one of the
richest mineral sections of Uritish Columbia. Splendid coal and copper claims have been
staked and with the advent of the G. T. P. l:}.' the vast resources of this fertile valley wiil
be properly exploited. A large extent of these coal lands is held by severai ('ump’lhi(
and the coal which is used locally for blucksmithing appears to be of an excellent quality,
however so far the v ave not been uncovered to any great depth.

Most of the mi sich have so far been discovered in the Bulkley Valley are in the
neighbourhomd of Copper River and of the Babine and Bear River mountains. But as yet
no very considerabie amount of work has been done upon the claims owing to the lack of
transportation faciiities and the practical impossibility of getting in mac hine Ty A smail
trizl shipment has already been made from Hudson Bay mountain to a smelter in the South

and the returns for copper, gold and silver proved to be very satisfactory indecd. The
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With the completion of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway the \‘F(‘” ACO VALLEY.

FRANCOIS and OOTSA LAKE and the BULKLEY VALLEY will become known as the

“Garden Spois™ of British Columbi i will reward the incoming enterprising Settier
whe doubtiess at first has to conquer a few minor -...]w:: ties.

Following is a table of distances Asheroft, “The Gateway™. te above districts.
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