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record^ H,s maritime general, Nearcl.us. .„ islander
fio,a Crete, had already pleased the young hero bv
.....k,„g a voyage from the Indus round to the mouti,
o the Euphrates, at the head of the Persian Gulf
More ambitious plans would no doubt have been'
put lu action, but the touch of fever that laid low
Alexander stayed alike the tide of Greek conquest
... As,a and the work of his fleets upon the seas.

Alexander's generals, Seleueus, Antiochus, and
rtolemy, on their attaining to royal positions of
the.r own, each patronised nautical research
The l'toIe„,les, who ruled Egypt, specially deserve

recht^ llu,v sent out "navies" every year from their
l.ed Sea ports to Arabia, and to places on the coasts
of Afr,ca and India. Xhey were the patrons of
•.ratosthenes (270-196 B.C.). who is fan.ous as hein^.

tl.e first to make geography a science, and to construe!
out of a medley of loose facts an orderly ..vstem It
was already recognised that the earth .nnst be a globe
u..d not as was formerly believed, a flat surface; aud
Eratosthenes set himself to mark out the relative
posifon of the various countries, and the proportion of
space they really occupied. Nothing is more amusing,
»' lookmg at ancient maps of the world, than to
see the wrong sizes attributed to certain countries-
""ch after the style of the first outline map drawn by
boys at scliooi,
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