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CANADIAN SKETCHES.

a solid foundation of flat limeatone rook, which pre-
vented the escape of the water. So infamous was
this road, that, on some parts of it, it was a matter
of serious doubt whether a boat or waggon would be
the better mode of conveyance. Notwithstanding
the badness of this roa<J, it was the greatest thorough-
fare in the county, as it was the only approach to a
number of mills situated'on the riVer, and to Belle-
ville, from the back country. It. was, however, with
the utmost difficulty that the warden could ind.uce
the other members of the county council to sanction
the construction of a plank-road at the expense of
the county

; so little was ^hen known in Canada of
the effects of such works.

The profits yielded by this road are unusuaUy large,
amounting, it is said, to wventy or eighty per cent!
This extraordinary success eucQuraged the people to
undertake other lines, by means of joint-stock com-
panies formed ^mong the farmers. All these pkmk-
roa(l8 are highly-remunerative, averaging, it is stated,
fourteen p^ cent, over and above all expenses of
repair. Afore than thirty miles of plank-road i«

already constructed in the county. In « few years
plank or grajgpl roads will be extended through every
part of the ooiintry, and they wiU be most available
as feeders to tl|8 great Hue of railway whioltwa^ireiy
soon be o^rueled through tho^tirelen^ of the
province, and which has beei^already qoinmenced at
Toronto and Hamilton. ' A single track plank-roa^
costs front £375 tp £425 per mile, according tn tt|V
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