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VEC.KTABLKS fn^li fn.in tlic

Harden an^ imich iiioit! iipix'ti-

ziiiK than tliost; wliicli have
l)c«'n ({ntlicri!(l for w)ino time. More
vc>j('tul)lo.s would 1x1 eaten if (jrowii vt

lioine, and there would lie less desire for

the more e.\|M'nsiv(! kinds of food,

which would residt in eonsideraMe
saving by th(( end of the .v<'iir.

Many persons in cities and towns
who have no gardens could producer

sonuf vegelahleH if they would, and it

is to try to induce every ow. to ({row

vcHctal'les who can that this little

pamphlet has heen prepared.
Pri'/xiraiion of the Soil.—To Kct thi'

best results tlu; soil should lie l)r'oUM;ht

into Hood tilth. When heuinnintj ki"'-

denin)>; in cities and towns it is often

found that many difHculties have to

l)(! overcome before the soil is in really

jjood condition. Ohl cans, stones,

bricks, pieces of wood, broken toys and
many other things must be removed
or buriecl so deeply that they will not be
troublesome. 'IMieii it often happens
that the subsoil from th(! cellar of the

house has been thrown over the yard
in order to level the ground. This is

sometimes of ureal depth. This sub-
soil is usually either a stiff clay or sand.
Clay, while it will fjive more hard work,
is usually a much better material to

start with than sand. If there is much
coal ashes in the yard most of them
should be removed altogether or buried

in one corner of the yard. A littU^

ashes mixed with the claj' will help

make it more friable or more open, but
there i.s little plant food in coal ashes

and there should be a minimum of

them iti K<>'>d garden soil. .\ mixture
of sand and <'lay nnikes a soil of better
consistency lh:in either oni' of these
alone. .\n application of lime to clay
at lh(( rate of about two tons per acre
or about KM) p()un<ls to a ganlen '2h \
40 feet in size, or even i<alf that (piati-

tily and thorouKhly mixed with the
clay, will help in breaking it up, but
th(! most important thing of all is the
niamu-e, preferjdily rotted stable manur((
if it can be obtained. This should be
w('ll worked through the upper foot of
ground whether il be loamy soil. clay,

or .sand. If the maniuc is strtiwy it

should be well dug in so that the straw
will not be pulled out when the soil is

rakeil. 'l"he great aim should be to

eventually get the soil into such a
condition tluit it will neither bake nor
become hard in a dry time nor dry out
rea<lil.v anrj both of these conditions
will be brought aliout by tla^ liberal

us(! of manun^ which adds plant food
in an easily available form ;ind hi his

to form hunnis which is so essential

to a good physical condition of tli,' soil.

(May soils should not be dug when ;liev

are very wet as this will cause them to

bake liadly; by waiting until they are

fairly diy they c:"i be worked mon;
easily and witho* , fear of doing any
harm.

.\ spade, a hoe. .. garcien rake, and a
digging fork are the four chief tools

needed in gardening. Narrow hoes
and rakes an; best for small gardens,
or well-made children's tools but with
long handles. The surface soil should
be made as level, smooth, and as fine

as possible. If the .soil for two or three
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