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i«bing until tome lucpcatful ii*hitiR ('K|it>riin<itti wuvf nutitfmtury evidencit that

hmins could juit a* well be cauglit off the i-oant, ntxi hiindrnl!! of ihoutnnds of bnrrcU

bar* in couiei|uenpe been oauirht every yrnr. Tbtiw fiiiinidorutioni nro by no meant

ne*" Id the Canadian fiitheripf. For ninny year* the Cnnadiaii < vcrnmcnt made

•ffrrta to inveatiRate the problem of catchinir herring in <>ff*hore wniers, und by drift

neli (ueh ai are used in Kiirnpean watcn.

A ttoam drifter " No. 33 " was bouirht and bruiiRht over fn)m Hcotlnnd in the year

19<H, and thia itearoer hat, during tho yenra l)MN-7 curried out a ffrott number of

esporinii'iitt under the experienced direction of Mr. J. J. Cowie. (See the annual

report* of the Department of Marine and Kiiheric* for t)i« yean IIKM * and a tpeoial

report by Mr. Cowie publiched by the department at Hulletin No. l.y The experi-

ments were in the ttrtt yi an not very tucccttful, but in the year 10O7 moit promising

catchca were made oiT Prince Kilward Itland. off the Moipiulen itlandit. and off the

Uaipi coatt. In all thciie t^iKrimentK, catt'heM wi-re nindo (up to nixty-ciglit and

mainly between twenty and thirty barrel* in a night) which may be contidcrcd tatia-

factory, ttiMH-'ially if the fact be conBidernl that drift-net fi«hing everywhere mutt

depend on tho detailed and local experience which it necettary for making good hnuhi,

and will require fishing operationt for sonip teatont. Further, one boat working alone

hat greater difficultiet in finding the ichooU of *icrring than a fleet of boatt, and laat

but not leatt, fithing exjicrimentt. always ti i ig ground in or«ler to extend the

knowledge of a large gi ugruphical area, oun niver 1m' ex|)ecte<l to ohtiiiti micli eon-

tiderable oatchct at boatn which stay on tlie field where fishing hat provml to give

tatitfactory rotultc. Mr. Cowie't experiments would thus, in any case, give ample

groundt for the expectation that material, for tho study of tho naturn! history of be

herring, could be got by meant of a tchemc of drift-net experiment*. Indeed, there

teemed to me to be to much hope of obtaining practical reaultt of value to the fith-

eriet, through the underttanding of the natural history of tho herring, that I ven-

tured to propose to the Biological Board of Canada that the study of the Canadian

herring tho\i.d bo taken up by a well-plannc«l expedition. Such an expediiton would

investigate the sea off Nova Scotia and in the gulf of St. I^iBwrenoe (luring the period

extending from May to September.

My propotal was favourably regarded and accepted by the Biological Boord, and

later by the Department of Naval Service, which granted the nie:Mi« and a^sisti'

necessary for tho work. A detailed plan for the work was drawn up by the Doniii •:

Commitaioner of Fisheries, Prof. E. E. Prince, and myself, as follows: -

1. That the tteam drifter " No. 33 " be fitted out with drift-nets fjr the

catch of herring and fith in the gulf of St. I.nwrenec and off the .'; 'intic coatt

of Nova Scotia during the tuggested time—May to Sentember.

2. That hydrographical and biological investigatiLut \ <s carried ou'. through

the atsistance of fishery cruisers.

The steam drifter " No. 83 " to be fitted out with her gear, etc., in Halifax during

the first part of May, and then proceed directly to the gulf of St. Lawrence, in order

to carry on herring fishing operations off the coasts of Gaspe, New Brunswick, Fringe

Edward Island, the Magdalen Islands, and the west shore of Capo Breton. When the

season advances the vessel should follow the schools of herrings out to sea, mainl''

on the bank between the Oasp^ coast and Cape Breton, especioUy with the object

of getting samples of the different schools of herrings there. In the late summer she

will further have to make test catches of herrings of the west coast of Newfoundland

and the east coast of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia.

The hydrographical and biological investigations will mainly aim at the collec-

tion of the following material:

—

Hj/drographu.—The distribution of tho different water ayerfc (cur-

rents) in the gulf and the outside areas, by collection of water samples for

determination of lalinities (titrations).


