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PETITIONS AND COUNTER-PETITIONS
John, “I thank you for your address.” In the
election of 1830, following on the death of George
IT1, the party of the Compact, aided by an influx
of British immigrants, regained a majority of the
assembly. Mackenzie, elected for the county of
York, was expelled from the House for libel and
branded as a *reptile unworthy of the notice of
any gentleman.”" Retlected by his constituents, he
was again expelled and declared disqualified to sit
in the existing parliament, a proceeding which
occasioned wild tumult in the village capital, with
sympathetic meetings in the other settlements of
the colony. The Tory party retaliated, perpetrated
a second attack on the printing office of the
Advocate, and burned Mackenzie in effigy in the
streets of York. Mackenzie, seizing the moment of
martyrdom, sailed for England laden with indig-
nant petitions from his constituents and their sym-
pathizers, (April, 1832). The signatures on the
documents numbered twenty-five thousand, but
the counter-petitions forwarded by the party of the
Compact were subscribed with twenty-six thousand
names. Mackenzie received at the colonial office a
not unfavourable hearing. Lord Goderich, the co-
lonial secretary, forwarded to the colony a cen-
sorious despatch, characterized by the indignant
Tories as an **elegant piece of fiddle faddle.”
Hagerman, the solicitor-general, was removed

' A phrase used by Solicitor-General Hagerman. See (‘olonial Ad-
vocate, Dec, 15th, 1831,
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