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The full significance of these facts, I am 

convinced, has never been appreciated.
There has been far too great a tendency to 

measure the strength of the United Nations, not in terms 
of what it actually is, but in terms of what it is hoped 
it will become. There has been too great a disposition 
to speak of that strength, in terms of the relative siaes 
of populations, and extent of re source tl»nm in
terms of effective fighting forces and ships, tanks, planes, 
guns, and other equipment and munitions of war^ actually 
available. The whole course of the war has shown that 
all else may prove to be a delusion and a snare.

If geographical area's, extent of ^potential 
resources, and ,4izes of papulations wer^the factors that 
counted for .Most in wanjrcire today, Garaany, Italy and 
Japan would never ha/e gone to war/at all.

We must also guard against another delusion, 
perhaps the most fatal of all forms of deception in 
war-time. I refer to the comfortable doctrine that time 
is on our side. Time will prove, to be on our side 
only if the enemy can be held at bay and prevented from 
acquiring new sources of strength.


