
1 Students face date rape
▲ continued from page 1 Hall said she can arrange off-cam­

pus meetings for those reluctant to be 
seen walking into the sexual harass­
ment office.
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Idate],” he said
Because this increase in communi- 

” cation within the community reduces 
South Asian women’s fear of unfair 

g judgment, many believe opportunities 
jz for men to victimize South Asian women
E on dates should decrease

While most South Asian students 
= are encouraged by steps taken to face 
a problems of date rape, many women 
~ feel there is far more work to be done.
2 Many South Asian wonen trace I newty formed South Asian 
5 problems of date rape to having to | SociaJ Issues Discussion Group

aims to address concerns that are 
usually swept under the rug in the 
South Asian community.

“We want to raise awareness of 
certain issues within the commu­
nity that need attention,” says 
Haijeet Badwail, one of the 
group’s leaders.

The idea for the group
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constantly deal with an ingrained ‘we 
know what’s best for you’ attitude.

It s about having our decisions 
respected” said Harjeet Badwail, a 
third year English student, referring 
to the treatment of South Asian 
women by both parents and young 
South Asian men.
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•Dinner k1At the most recent meeting of the 
discussion group, some suggested that I stemmed from a meeting held at

I York last year to discuss drinking 
I in the Punjabi community.

"What ended up happening 
I was that as we sat around and 
I talked about this one issue, other 
I issues started unfolding,” says 

Badwail.
She added that she found it an 

enriching experience to be 
verbalizing matters that were 
sometimes denied 

i Many South Asian students at 
York have also suggested 
discussion topics on arranged 
marriages, power struggles within 
the family, and culture clash.

“This is a group that can serve 
as a place where we can debate I 
issues or it can serve as a support 
system," Badwail said. She hopes 
the group will not only discuss j 
problems, but actually help to j
solve them. j

The group leaders would like j 
to stress that the discussions are ! 
open to anyone with an interest in 
the South Asian community. j 

Badwail worked with two other 
York students Nayyer Razvi and I 
Raj indeer Dbaliwal over last 
summer to make plans for the ' 
group. |
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many South Asian women have en­
tered relationships without the abil­
ity to appear decisi ve about their own 
sexuality.

“We need to find strong female 
role models from our own 
nity,” says Rajinder Dhaliwal, 
ond year student.

Furthermore, many students feel 
their parents’ culture shock 
“western sexuality” still clouds dis­
cussion on issues like dating and date 
rape.
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“No wonder they’re so worried,” 
said Keka Dasgupta, a psychology 
major, referring to parents’ reaction 
to images of women and sex in west­
ern media.
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Adding to these problems, South 
i Asian family services are “few, far 

between, and grossly underfunded,” 
says Malhotra.

“There’s very little funding given 
for research into problems, like date 
rape, in our community.” 

i The sexual harassment centre at 
: York works with the office of Race 
I and Ethnic relations “so we’re able to
! be sensitive to the needs of different 

communities,” said Hall, 
j “Some women just want counsel-
; ing, someone to talk to, and that’s 

fine."

A WORD FROM THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE
College Affiliation
If you joined a College when you enrolled at York University, but 
now wish to change your College Affiliation, you must complete a 
CoJlege Transfer/Opt Out Form, available from all College Masters 
offices, or from the Registrar's Office.

— Lennox White

Please note that you cannot change your College if you are living 
in residence. And, if you are taking a College course, you must 
remain a member of that College.
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Opting out of College membership
If you have completed 24 credits. you may opt out of College mem­
bership completely, provided you are not a residence student or 
not enrolled in a College tutorial.GDM
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Should you wish to exercise this option, your College student gov­
ernment levy ($28.50 for 30 credits in 1992/93) will be assigned to a 
fund to support student activities in your Faculty. It is not refund­
able. Student organizations may apply to the Dean's office for sup­
port from this fund; the use of this fund will be reported annually.

Please keep in mind that opting out may limit your ability to run for 
student government office and/or to vote since most student gov­
ernment constitutions state that college membership is a require­
ment. Opting out does not affect graduation as you may graduate 
with your Faculty rather than with a College.

For further information,
please contact the Office of Student Affairs,
103 Central Square, telephone 736-5144.
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