Beyond reason

Debbie Bodinger
Disenchantment with science
and technology has turned
people toward a belief in E.S.P.
and other parapsychological
phenomena, accordingtoaYork
psychologist.

There is a general feeling that
science has failed us, says James
Alcock, a professor of psy-
chology at Glendon, who has
tried to understand the high
proportion of people who
believe in ESP or other aspects of
the paranormal. Alcock spoke at
York last Friday as part of the
psychology winter colloquium
series.

Alcock says that many people
feel science has robbed them of
their humanity and reduced
them to mere automatons. This
disenchantment with science
and the decline of institution-
alized religion have turned many
people to non-westernreligions,
fundamentalism, the occult and
parapsychology.

As well, Alcock says, while
science has cleared up many of
nature’s mysteries, it has
simultaneously created mys-
teries of its own. Confronted by
so many things beyond their
understanding (eg. ovens that
cook food in a matter of
seconds), people cease to
believe in their own reasoning as
amethod of deciding whatis,oris
not, likely to occur.

Alcock explained that many of
us are brought up with two
separate belief systems which we
are able to switch between with
relative ease. In school we were

taught logic, but at home or in
church, we are taught that there
is a class of experiences that
should not be questioned, but be
taken on faith. Because of this,
many people will explain things
as far as they can with logic, but
when faced with a situation for
which there is no obvious
explanation, will switch to the
other mode of thinking and label
the experience as “mystical’” or
“beyond reason.”

Not understanding the
psychological principles behind
many experiences, people are
left without explanation and
label them as paranormal. It is
here, according to Alcock, that
the science of psychology has
failed, in that it has not educated
the public as to what may be
considered normal.

For example, most people are
not aware that the brain will
interpret two events spaced
closely together in time as being
related, whether or not they are.
Nor do they realize that we tend
to notice more often the times
when two events occur together
than the times when they don'’t.
So, says Alcock, if one morning,
after dreaming of death, you find
thatsomeone you know has dies,
you may interpret the dreamasa
premonition, torgetting the
times you dreamt of death and
there was none (or vice-versa).
Experiments have shown that this
tendency to infer causality under
certain conditions is so strong
that people are unable to
overcome it, even when they
consciously try.
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WHEN YOU ARE A
MARITIME ENGINEER IN
THE CANADIAN FORCES.

opportunity to further enhance their engineering
in the Maritime Command of the Canadian Forces. knowledge through post-graduate academic
anada or abroad.

Maritime engineering is a diverse and
interesting career, a career which offers the
challenges of today’s engineering, the adventure
of working on a global basis and the satisfaction
dealing with today’s and tomorrow's technological and pride of serving one’s country.

For more information, contact your nearest
Canadian Forces Recruiting Centre, under
Recruiting in the Yellow Pages.

You can engineer yourself into an exciting career

The Command is now actively seeking graduates
in engineering, science and engineering
technology.

Maritime engineers are employed throughout
Canada and overseas, both at sea and on land

challenges. The spectrum of activity is wide and
jobs such as Dockyard Production Operations
Officer, Ship’s Marine Engineer Officer or Ship's
Combat Systems Engineer Officer, Project
Development Officer, Engineering Lecturer ata
Canadian or foreign Engineering School, or
managing the Naval Engineering Test
Establishment are but a few positions.
Additionally, Maritime engineers are given the
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FIFTH ANNUAL
SUMMER STUDENT
TRIP TO ISRAEL

PROGRAM INCLUDES:

® Round trip air transportation -
Toronto - Israel - Europe -
Toronto

® 4 week experience onaKibbutz
e 2 week touring throughout
Israel

® 1 week special program in
Jerusalem

® Full room and board through-
out Israel

® Return ticket valid for 1 year
from date of departure (Euro-
pean Stopover possible)

FOR ONLY $1175.
Departure Date: May 12, 1980
full payment deadline: Apr. 1, 1980

® Price does not include $100.00
non-refundable registration de-
posit

® Program open to all individuals
19-21 years of age

Application & Medical Forms
and more information available
from: Randy Robinson, S101
Ross Building, York University,
4700 Keele St., Downsview, Ont.
(416) 667-3647

Participants will choose be-
tween a Kibbutz whichobserves
the laws of Kashrutand Shabbat
and one which does not. The
selection will be made upon
registration.

PROGRAM ARRANGED BY:
Jewish Student Federation of
York University, Youth and
Hechalutz Department of C.Z.F.

REGISTER EARLY
SPACES ARE LIMITED

WANTED
“CANADIAN JEWRY”

DEAD? OR ALIVE?

J.S.F. and J.S. U invite you to the

Annual February Conference
Maple Lake Resort - strictly Kosher!

February 21st - 24th, 1980

For more information contact:
Jewish Student Federation 667-3647

York University
S101 Ross Building

Jewish
Encounters of a
Close Kind
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“Funny, you don’t look Jewish”

A Joint Venture

of the Jewish Student Federation
and the Atkinson Sociology

Department

667-3647

Funny you don t look Jewish

COME CELEBRATE
the new year for trees

featuring comedy writer
Alan Gould

What's So Jewish
About Woody Allen?

friday, february Ist at
shaarei shomayim

470 glencairn ave.
5:00 PM. Services
6:00 PM. Dinner
7:30 PM. Alan Gould
Co-sponsored by the
Jewish Student Federation and
Shaarei Shomayim
University Group

Jewish Student Federation
presents

Egypt-israel
Peace Trip
for students

Egypt - 5 nights Cairo

Luxor - 1 night

Aswan - 1 night

Israel - Jerusalem 7 nights
Kibbutz guest house 3 nights
Tel Aviv 3 days

Includes: 2 meals a day; all
airfare - inflights in Egypt;
sightseeing; busses, taxis, air-
port taxes; all land arrange-
ments; three star hotels, youth
hostels

Open Ticket Return
$1660.00 U.S.

For application and further
information write:

Jewish Student Federation

Room S101, Ross Building
York University, 4700 Keele St.
Downsview, Ontario

FOR A GOOD TIME CALL 667-3647
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