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Fighting a losing battle

UPSET/ "Outgoing” executive member hurls an "incoming” opinion.

by Patricia Post-Smyth

The opinions expressed in this col-
umn are not necessarily those of the
present CAMPUS executive but are
Strictly those of the frustrated au-
thor:

Last week was my first column in
“Zoomer Views”, and quite possi-
bly my last. Not because I fear be-
ing re-elected to the executive be-
cause I stubbornly intend to be in-
volved with mature student issues
until the University sees its way
clear to asking me to graduate and
leave it alone BUT after the mem-
bers of Continuing Adult Mature
and Part-time University Students
(which technicallyincludes any stu-
dent over the age of twenty-one or
taking three or fewer courses) read
my retraction I stand a very good
chance of alienating some pastmem-
bers and scaring the heck out of any
potential ones.

Before I jump headfirst into my
diatribe let me first inform you that
I am frustrated and fighting the
“Welcome Back to UNB Flu”. Nev-
ertheless, Ihave been involved with
this organization long enough to
know that we (the executive of
CAMPUS Zoomers) appear to be

fighting a losing battle.

Last week I optimistically wrote
“We realize that mature students
seem to have less free time than
traditional students but we also
know that mature students usually
are willing to fill that time with
worthy activities like sitting on
daycare committee...” Well, hav-
ing just emerged from two straight
weeks of Mature Orientation

it all back. That information was
based on my personally having wit-
nessed a very few loyal Zoomers
attending far too many meetings
than their schedule would allow,
sitting on bursary committees, rep-
resenting mature students on the
studentunion, pleading before Sen-
ate and the Board of Governors to
improve the quality of student life
for mature students, arranging bar-
becues and dances and mature
orientations, skating parties, gradu-
ation brunches, welcome to UNB
bashes, good-bye from UNB bashes
and generally bashing their brains
outs trying to figure out where all
the Zoomers are!

We know you’re out there. We’ve
seen you in classrooms, jazz festi-
vals, and Grog’s and we also have
the statistics from the Registrar’s

office to prove you are more than a
figment of our collective imagina-
tions. There are literally thousands
of you. Part-time students in par-
ticular, what if I iell you that your
six dollar per course fee goes di-
rectly into our bank account.

Although we advertise our socials
and luncheons, the behind the scenes
hard work goes unnoticed. It is not
for accolades or awards that we
keep plugging away, we don’t re-
ceive a penny for any of it, but are
we asking so much that a few more
than fifty show up at orientation? I
don’t know. You tell me.

We are not just a group of party-
animals having a good time on stu-
dent’s money. We take the respon-
sibility of educating administration
as to the specific needs of mature
and part-time students very seri-
ously. Consequently, when we do
hold a celebration to share with you
just how far we as adult students
have really come in the last few
years we are sorely disappointed
when the same (I won’t use the term
“old faces”) loyal supporters, many
of whom are faculty members, show
up. Did you know that we are one of
the very few campuses in Canada
that care enough to even offer an

5

453-4646.

Writing and Study Skills Program

iting and

ath ( entre

NEED HELP? Worried about how you will make the transition to
university? About the number of study hours that are appropriate for your
Faculty? UNB’s Writing and Math Centre consists of the following
two Programs that help students develop and improve academic skills.

One-on-one Tutoring: Free tutoring is available to all UNB students during
both Fall and Winter Terms. The Program’s tutors have expertise in all writing
and study skill areas, including essay, report and thesis writing, reading, time
management, and exam study. To make an appointment with a tutor, please call

Workshops: A number of low-cost workshops are offered during both terms
that address a wide range of academic issues. Pre-registration for these, at the
Department of Extension and Summer Session, is required. The following
workshops are scheduled for Fall Term 1992:

alternate orientation for adult learn-
ers? Did you also know that we are
one of a very few universities that
do not have a women’s center or a
childcare facility for students? Do
you care?

Am I beginning to sound like an
unappreciative caregiver or a tired
politician urging you to vote and/or
participate in student government?
As soon as we recuperate from all
this planning and organizing, and
after the Atlantic conference of ma-
ture students leave our campus on
Sunday, another project we are host-
ing and will probably have more
representatives from around the
Maritimes than from Fredericton,
an annual general meeting will be
called at which time elections will
be held to elect a new executive. If
you would like to know who will be
representing you or would like to
run for office yourself make an at-
tempt to show up...otherwise things
will probably run along at the same
pace they have in the past, but if I
have anything to say about it the
social - orientation events will be
cutinhalf. Instead thesix or eight of
us who remain will hold our own
events in the Social Club or Pub and
we’ll have one for you. Maybe we
should send out post cards with a

J.G. Herbert Seminars

Does my slightly
slanted column make
you a little angry?

picture of the Old Arts Building on
it that says “Having a great time,
wish you were here.”

Does my slightly slanted column
make you a little angry? If yes,
that’s a good sign. There is still
hope for you yet. Let me hear from
you, I need a little renewed hope
too. This column can also be used
by any Zoomer to express an opin-
ion about anything that you feel I
may have rightly or wrongly ac-
cused you of. But by all means let
me know. Even if its just leaving an
anonymous message on the answer-
ing machine (keep it clean, please)
Phone 453-3596. Or a note in the
CAMPUS mailbox. Or a letter to
the editor or a hint in lipstick on a
bathroom mirror...

Let me know what you Zoomers
really want! Otherwise you may
haveto suffer through another “pity
party for Patti.”

What is the sound of one Zoomer
clapping?
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* An evening of powerfull strategies leading to the firewalk Experience
» Make fear your counselor, not your jailer
» Leam to change fear into confidence. ..

* Limitations into freedom...Doubt into certainty...Fatigue into energy
* Firewalking is voluntary
* Whether you walk, or not, witnessing this powerful event will transform you

Note-Taking and Study Strategies 19 Sept. 92 9:30am-12:30pm  $7.

Time Management for Students 26 Sept. 92 9:30am-12:30pm $7. 2

An Introduction to Problem Solving 030ct.92  9:30am-12:30pm  $7. Strateg les to overcome

Seminars and Oral Presentations 050ct.92  6:00pm-9:00pm $7.

Reading 1: Rapid Reading Strategies 170ct.92  9:30am-12:30pm  $7. = . @

Reading 2: Effective Use of Textbooks 24 0ct.92  9:30am-12:30pm  $7. you r personal l lm |tat|0ns

Essay Writing: From A to Z 310ct.92  9:30am-4:30pm $14. * A jam packed day that will cause you to change your beliefs about what is

An Introduction to Library Rescarch 07Nov.92 ~ 10:00am-1:00pm  $7. possible for you to achieve, and empower you to tap into and use more of your potential
Improving Examination Skills 14 Nov.92  9:30am-2:30pm $14.

Fear into Confidence (full Seminar)

$195.00 Advance

Math Help Program ' $245 at the door
Firewalk Event $95.00 Advance

One-on-One Tutoring: New for 92, free math tutoring is available to all stu- $145 at the door

dents taking first-year math courses at UNB. The Program’s tutors can help
with everything from basic math to calculus. To make an appointment with a
tutor, please call 453-4646.

Saturday, October 3rd, 1992
7:00p.m. —10:00?
Sunday, October 4, 1992
9:00a.m. — 4:00p.m.
Silverwood Ski Lodge
For Information and Registration call: (506) 451-9111

To find out more about the Writing and Math Centre and how it can help
you, please call the Department of Extension and Summer Session at
453-4646. Our tutors and workshop leaders are committed, above all
else, to helping you become a more successful and productive student.




