
The Oriental in ]British Columlbia
WITH SOMETHING ABOUT THI-E ONLY HINI)C

WOMAN IN CANADA.

Br A. IE. CGREE-NWOODT I1itb~is oîiiy o>ne ffindu wornan lu Canada, theT 9prisoner" wife of Dr. Kaishorain Dav ichand, the
pioncer of the twentv-five lîuindred Hîndus flow in Brîtish
Co1utituuia. Not another dusky Britisher froîn the l'un jaul
lias vet brouglit bis wife here. Ftiliy a thousand are
flot Îikeiy to, for flot only bas this siudden immigration
from the cor.tI strand ceased about as sîxddeuly as it
began, but the receding tide bas fairix beuuxi nd is not
iike]y to end until thait numnber, near]y half, of these
brave Sikhs have returned to their native land. The
rest seeni mntlned to remnain. Many have already dis-
carded their beturbaned headgea r, shaved and donned
our dress. The first of these w as the I)oetor. But tht
'imiprisoned'' Mrs. I)ax chand continues in lier native
way.

"Senev.er go out,"' said the Doctor, according nie the
privilege of iooking upon the. oui'. lindu la dv, veciled or
unveiicd, iu the l)ominion. A,ýs the doctor expiained,
and as travellers iu India, know, the liberty of the ave-
rage Hîndu wile is ail] in iloors. i >îuy twice lias Mrs,
i)avicband beeu seen on the streets of Vanouiver, once
when she arrived on the ipress of .1apan eightcee
înontbs ago, ami once recently wben the I)octor înoved
froin lis Hlastings Street apartmeuts to their prescut
hiomeL in Sapperton, on the Frnser, ten miles from
Vancouver.

"Harkottr" was preparing the evenilg uneal. Her tai]
form, was ciad in thc ordinary calico of the ordinary
housewîfe. At the Doctor's suggestion, inHii lidustanî-
it might bave been a comx1nand-there, '.as a sudden
transformation, the oliedient sad-faicd %%ife soon re-
appearing iii a fantastit siik dress or orientai robe,
richly figurcd and stili more richlv aclorned with rings,
bracelets and beils.

There camne tripping to tic soit amndînerry jingle of
the jewels the otnly Ilindu baby per1taps- ni America,
littie Yogi, two y cars t>id, aiso bejeweiied( to the very
cars. A mass of jet black liair, witb more ornaments,
was rolled Up in the uîisieading fashion of a littie Hindu
lady. 0f course I made the stupid mistake. It's a boy.

Upon the forehlead, cars, centre aîîd sitie of the 3105e
ne<ie, shouiders and wrists hung the fantastic goid and
silver jeweis whie the wife handed to the I)octor as many
mort. The disappointed balie toyed with an ernpty clp
liefore a stove such as you wouid seldom sec (>tside of
a iners' camp. The bejeweiied mother, wbo luisn't vet
mastered a single word of English, gazed dowýn uplon tie
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lîungry child. The father startcd at vacaney. Suirely
neyer were >un .'aiilî jewels iso n0iiit ont of]lae

"V.hy (11( you corneî liere, to Britishi Columbiua ?'' I
ven ture(.

"I cornic hrst,'' returuiet the i)octor, who sîîeaks Hng-
lishi w-cil, "coic this way to leugiand. But here 1 stav.
Olten wish 1 liad gaule on but 1 stay. W'e hope lietter
things w~heiî we know tcounItry i)ctter anid pll)e. lCigh-
teen inouths .îgo my flephew coine and( lie I)ring my wife
and child.' We îlot yct sec inucli of counîtry, but like it
lîcre liv beautiful river, lîig trees, and1( iinountkiins.''

The Dtctor only prat tises upon lus, native friends. His
ine-dicines arc chiefly berbs and hc cures everything.

It should lie stated bere that the IIin<lii on this Coast
has be'en grossIv ilibeiied, chiefly liy scusationai C'oast
papers ani liv correspoudents who hav-eu't taken the
trouble te get the facts.

The answer to the libel titat they are immoral ani
uincican is the records of the Police courts of Vancou ver
and New Westminster, the districts within wiiîcli practi
callv all of the ý2,,5îo Ilindus have madc their homes as
liest they t'ouid. These records for the past year show
but two. cases and both were disinis-
sed. One was assauît and tlîe otlter a
charge of obtainuîg ioiit uunder faise
pretencvs.

It is truc that they were for a
tîrne living in Vancouver in unsanî-
tary conditions but that was the
city's fauît, the scarcty of hou s
which drove the Hindu ta sh îcks
quite as bad as anything that coul i
lic found in the Punjaub.

And here a word shouid lie said for
other Orientais. The wish that Brit-
ish Columnbia shouid ie a white mai's
country is not universai in the Pro
vince, even If it were possible to have
it so. Nine out of texi of the "donies-


