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An International Comedy
By W. R. Gilbert
HEN Jack Adams was twenty-
four he found himself un-
expectedly Lord Portsea with
a ruinous Abbey on his hands
and a verty that was
increased & hunderdfold by the responsi-
" bilities connected with his new position.
“There is only one thing to 5)
let the Abbey,” he said to his mother,
“Impossible!”’ La,dy Portsea held u
her hands at the very idea. ‘“What's the

: §oohg of owning the Abbey if you let it,
o

?” @
“What’s the good of living in it if it
ruins me?”’
“All we need is money.”
“But we have none.”

“It’s quite easy. You must marry an.

American girl.”
_ Lord Portsea looked at his mother
in silence.

“A nice American girl, of course.
You see I too have—have—obligations.
Debts in fact! Since you came into the
title I've been obliged to spend continually.
Mourning frocks, hats, extra maids,
visitors. Money flies. So you must not
lose this wonderful—I call it extra-
ordinary—chance. In fact it looks as if
Providence favored you. Wait till you
see her.”

“What on earth do you mean, mother?”

“There is one staying at the Beeches
now with the Stoddarts-Stoddarts. Stod-
dart-Stoddart knows her father. Fabul-
ously rich, my dear—fabulously! They
want us to drive over and dine quietly
to-night. What do you say, John?”

“I'll be hanged!” murmured Lord
Portsea. )

“At any rate you can see her. That

" . won’t do you any harm.”

They were being presented to each
other.

“How do you do?”’ asked Lord Portsea.

“Pleased to meet you,” said Mamie
Kinnersly.

It was evident she used a merely civil
phrase, for she looked at him as she
might have looked at a worm.

Something surprised him greatly. She
was ﬁetibe, this American” girl, and he
had thought they were all monsters, with
broad shoulders, big hips and a con-
spicuous way of carrying themselves.

After dinner he found himself beside
her. Lady Portsea had managed it well,
herself vanishing to the other end of the
room, as soon as the young people were
together.

“Have you heard this new soprano?”’
asked Lord Portsea.

He wished she would not stare at him

like that. Her little red mouth had
such a scornful curve, her gray eyes held
a haughty glance. He saw she was very
young.
- Instead of answering his question she
suddenly dropped her voice very low and
said. “Lord Portsea,,I'd like to tell you
what I think of you straight. Well, I
think you’re just the meanest thing that
ever was. I do so.”

“What do you mean?”’

‘I know all about it.”

“About what?”’

(“This marrying¢’

4 “I’m not married.”

“I didn’t say you were. I don’t
suppose you will be. Your man tgld
my maid all about it before dinner. Welt
I tell you straight, Lord Portsea, I'm not
that kind of a girl. I wouldn’t marry a
lord even if it was to save my life. I
want to have a good time. “¥f my dad
tries to make me marry I'll tell you
what I'd do, I don’t say I'd kill myself,
but I would disappear.”

“I’m sorry you feel like that.”

“Well, I do, and I thought I'd tell
you the very first chance I got. I'd
never marry a man I didn’t respect, and
I could not respect a lord who married
for money, and sold his old; old name,
that came in, in the time of the Normans,
for the dollars of a man who was a track
layer on the railway twenty-five years
age.”

Suddenly she interrupted herself. ’

“Smile at me,” she said, “theyyre
watching us, don’t let them see we're
quarrelling.” .

She looked up into his eyes with the
loveliest smile he had ever seen.

Lord Portsea’s smile was less successful
and no wonder. He had never felt so
serious in his life.

Now I expect you feel pretty badly

o, I shall .

("
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Guests Drop In—

how your guests appreciate it.

the rest of your family.

Order a case of this delicious, non-intoxicating beer. to-day.
Put up in quarts, pints, half-pints or in casks.

Order from your grocer, druggist, confectioner, or direct
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 When Those Unexpected -

How convenient it is to have a case of Maltum in the house.
No fuss or flurry to serve—just getting the glasses—and

- §\ S S : Whrite for one
% of our Free
g ; Fancy
\ | Bottle Openers
. (Registered)
" in your home insures you against surprise visits and is an

ever-present source of pleasure and benefit to yourself and
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$137.50 Up

The NEW

Makes an excellent gift in either case.
enjoy. It makes an ideal group gift.

mall ayment will be accepted on any model you may
gh:ose frc:rshh (})ur catalogue, which will be sent you free on re-
quest, and the balance you may pay oft next fall afterll::rvest,
or monthly, quarterly or half-yearly terms if preferred. R m:'m-
ber, too, that we pay express charges to, your neares s}a ion
and guarantee safe delivery of your instrument.
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DIRECT FACTORY REPRESENTATIVES
STEINWAY, GERHARD HEINTZMAN, NORDHEIMER, CHICKERING, HAmB’;O:BI,
SHERLOCK =~ MANNING, DOHERTY, CANADA AND LESAGE PIANOS.
EDISON. COLUMBIA, EUPHONOLIAN AND PHONOLA PHONOGRAPHS.

A Year to Pay

For This Exquisite

Family Christmas Gift

Two novel, practical and excellent gift-giving ideas have sprung into
popularity during the past few years at the Christmas season—the gift
of an individual member of the family to the entire household, and the
elimination of small gift-giving on the part of the different persons in the
home to secure one good practical and more expensive gift that all may

““ The .Phonograph with'a Soul”’
It is a gift that all the family will

New Edison as a Christmas gift, because there is nothing that appeals so
strongly as music to people of all tastes and all ages. Nothing you may
select will continue to give pleasure so long. o

EDISON

Nothing can compare with the
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We Make This Gift Easy to Purchase @ -

Fill in
This

Coupon " trated catalogue, giving

/ Winnipeg

/7 Piano Co.
388 Portage Ave.

7 Winnipeg

Please send me illus-

/7 full particulars regarding
/ New Edison Phonographs as

/_  advertised in December issue of

/ . The Western Home Monthly
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