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C,3unsider, thon Acd
dHe who hesitates is lost ""-and none
the less in Life Insurance.

Procrastination often brinýgs dire con-
sequences upon the household when
the breadwinner has been negligent in
the provision of suitable protection.

Attractive features are emnbodied in
the policies issued by the Great-West
Life Assurance Company. Ideal In-
suranceis at last available.

Interested? Then write, stating age, to

The Great-West Life
Assurance Company

Dpt. Q

HEAD OFFICE - - WINNIPEG

T.,,Bond Between
Bank and Far

S TIMU LÂTI;oN f a nclus u.
euits le esentialZte ti wlfsrof

the. Dominion. This Bank pisys its part
as a national institution by iending
every effort sud its vast resources te,
support agricultural activity te the
utmest.

Thobs Intmesbofila auj .utoeirim
ci the soil a&» IitOI toeonlt

wth eur brauh managr..

in

UNION BANK 0F CANADA
KEAD OFFIC - WINNIPEG

The Road to Independencc
Trouble cornes to ail of us at one time or

- another.
The mnan with a snug bank account, is

~' fortified against the "sings and arrows of
outrageous fortune".

It is the duty of every mni to lay aside
soniething for the inevitable rainy day.

Open a Savings Account today-and
£ take your first ste-p along the road to

Independence

THE MERCIiNTS BÂNIE
H.ad Office: MontreaL 0F CANADA Establishod 186'

391 Branches in Canada extending
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

When writing advertisers, please mention The Western Home Monthly
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TINO WING O NONEAWAY
Taxation Wa matter lu whuch w. are

al luterested. The more direct It in
the more direct Io our intereat lu Lt, but
If it i. indirect tieu it oftentimes se..
eapes or notice. This je undoubtedly
the rasuon wliy the Cnadien people
pay, oa n aual tax, the tremendous
sum of approxlmately $50,00,000 with-
eut realiziug the <set.. Lait year this
fax amouutect te $49,M8,411, igured on
a very conservative basle. Maybe you
neyer kuew it before, but this le whst
the (ausdisu people paid an a tex te
the ire menace.

This hge tex, for it la a resi tax
on the 'people, la .qua te a. direct
average tax of $36 per year upon every
<'Amily of five persons lunfthe country.
1 ikls les. of ;£ney isle d euough in
itiWuf, but more serions still islthe.lons
or hu-an 1fe. 241 lives were lest ini
(Caada. lait yearas a a resuit of ire,
aaad for the. pont tes years the average
hàà been about the sanie figure. Iu
view of the <mt thait it bas becs proven
that front 70 per cent te 80 per cent
of eur fires are preventoble, or due te
careleemuess, w, muet plosd guilty te
lamentable. nogligence lu this ail-Impor-
tant matter. We are urged to.produce
sud te Bave, but if we do produce sud
save lu seine directions we more than
offset tdiii when we allow -the ire men-
aee te ca.use such unnecessry waste CI
ie sud property.

Cmadianu areCarelees
- W. underestimate the ire menace lu

-thus country; we are uudoubtedly cane-
les. witih reference te it. Juet look

- C arounld the lanes sud backysrde lu your
«I istrict; take a peep et the basements
ansd see how mauy places there are
where s ire might b.e tarted by a. car-
leue ameker. Juet epare a f ew minutes
and rond the newspaper reports rel&ting

nl te lires, sud you will be surprleed te
icaru how msuy are onused by carclesa
amokera.1

Tds carelessness lelu in mrked con-
tret te tihe attitude of reeldeuts iu
Europeas countnies. It le statéd ou
good suthorlty that lu thecity of
Vienus s lire has neyer been knowu te
get beyond the building lu which it cern-
monced. One European city, with a
pw opulation of 350),, as au annual fire
ou losof about $l00,00ûý sud suother city
of 2,000,000 people, reports an average
ansnual ire lois of $15(,000. Compare
this with the loases paid by insurance
cempanie in the Western provinces
during 1919. Manitoba, with s popu.
lation od 554,000, reported louses total-

mm ing $890,000; Saskatchewan, baving a
population of 648M0',coet the insur-
suce companies $1 ,425,859; Alberta,
with s population of 496,000, reported

:b losses totalling $1.105,055, sud British
Columbia, with a population of 400,000
reported a losof $1,314,199. These
figures do net include basses net covered

by insurance, neither do they include
thetremeudeus bisses sustained through

e' destruction of timber by bush ires.
Xgisplaced Sympathy

When John Brown bas a ire hie
friends anxiously enquire "le ie in-
eured?" And if ho is they csutiousiy
ank, !"How much.hlas ho got?" This il-
lustrates tihe viewpoint of the publie
generaily. If John Brown is not in-
sured, hie friends are serry for hlm; if
ho is insured they frankly declare im
te be a good business man. Sympathy

bon the oe e aud aud commendation on
the other. Littié thought is given to
the fact tVhat somebody's carelessuess
probabiy caused John Brown's lire. aud,
further, that the ire might have spread
and cndangered the lives and property

M cf others iune way responsible for the
-outbreak. No intelligent person wi]l

criticise another lor hsving plc3nty of

ire Insurauce, but csrrying lhurane
does not give tûeim nured the right to
buru up the property ingured, purposely
or accidentally.

It le time that we looked at lire iu-
surance in a different way. Now, we
regard a flir as a misfortun%. ansaym.
pathise with the moun who bas one,
whereas we should regard ali prevent-
able ire. as criminal sud punish those
pesponsibie for them. We regard a ire
lois if it is covered by insurance as an
exehange of property for the. monoy
which the insurance tompanies psy on
the los. But it je a complete loss;
property le dostroyed, aud au absolute
loss of human energy and natural re-
sources in the net reuit of evory lire.
Insurance money cannot bring ba.ck the.
buildings and material which go up iu
smoke-they are lost beyond recovery.

The Conflagration Bazard
W. weteruers bardly realizo bow

close we are to the conflagration
hazsrd lu our western settiemente.
Once lu s while s western towu je lumt
up sud we exclsim, «Too badl" sud
promptly forgot the incident. We enly
need look over conditions iu this coun-
try te uuderstand how near the con-
flagration bazard le., We bave higli
winds, many of or buildings are of
lumber;, and, above aIl, thèro je that
great ire carrier, the shingle roof.

Those who scoff at thec conflagration
bazard should road the story of the.
great Toronto ire of 1904. It cern-
menced lu s four-storey building, 35
<cet by 175 feet. Au accident te tth.
chief of the lire dopartment, a strong
wind sud a well-built up arcs to buru
througii, supplied the uecessary material
for a disastrous ire which destroyod
98 brick buildings of ordiuary brick
construction, with au average beight of
four stonies before it was subsided.

conlagrations are no respectens of
towus or cities. To quote J. B. Laid-
law, the. wefl-kuowu ingurance expert:

"The incidents of the conflagrations
which have been eited sud of many
others of whieh thoy are typicai, ihOw

1that they have oceurred iu cities with
the vory best ire protection an well as
in places without any.
6"Tha.t they have destroyed tihe beet
business blocks an wdll an those of thie
pooret construptiouL

"'That in some cases a fortunate
chnge of wind or weather has mate-
rially assisted iu the coutrol of the con-
flagration, while lu other cases *ie
~wather conditions bave rendered al
efforts of no avaiL

"It is, bowever, quite beyond dispute
that on the whole good construction sud

*good prevetative appliances will result
in fewer loases and of amaller amount
than if such wcre not provided, sud
while no city as now built snd uow pro.
teoted can feel that it la absolutely free
front the danger, tihey anu adopt mnes-
ures which will enable thera te cope
with the ficry elemont whon it han es-
cape&,"
What Are You Doiug te Prevegit Lmu?
3 Every citizen ila intcrestod in the lire

, menace. It la a straight dollars and
r cents proposition. Whla are yen doiug
*to help preveut lois? Here arc & <0W
atlhings you eau do:

f 1. Clean up your own prenses ad
remove ail inflammable rubbish fron
your yardsan buildings.

2. Persuade yeur neighbor te do e
same.

3. Sce that youir homne town is Pro-
, perly pýotwcted against fire. Investigate
d the lire fighting equipment and sece thit

yit is up-to-date and kept lu good shape.

Le 4. Help iu every possible way te
Il educate thoee around yeu ln fire PrO'
)f vention methoda. là


