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No. 6. No. 6.
Bishop of Quebec

Corr of a LErrr froin the Bishop of QUEBEc to his Grace the Duke of NEwcASTLE. to the Duke of

My Lord Duke, 15, Grosvenor Street, 12th Februarv 1853. New *atle.
I t impelled to solicit the Attention of your Grace to some Representations upon the l F

Subject of the Clergy Reserves in Canada, a Subject for wiich I am less fully prepared than
I could desire, because when I left Canada in the Beginning of last Month the Intelligence
hadi not reached that Country of the Change in the Ministry at home, and the Views of the
late Ministry upon the Subject in question are known to have been declared in a Manner
which superseded the Necessity of any Endeavours ta avert the now threatened Confiscation
of Church Property.

In the Situation to which, in the Providence of God, I have been called, the Guardianship
of the temporal Interests of the Church withinî the Limits of niy Jurisdiction must be con-
sidered as comprehended in the Duties imposed upon me; and having been brought home
by other Objects of Importance to the Church, 1 am in a Manner put forward by Circurn-
stances as tie Representative in this Country of Church Interests in Canada at this Crisis,-a
Crisis so pregnant with alarming Consequences that 1 shall be pardoned, I trust, if I speak
freely wbat i feel.

I have, however, in the successive Attacks which have been made upon the Church Pro-
perty in Canada been again and again engaged in the Endeavour to repel those Attacks; and
£ mlay venture, perhaps, to refer your Grace te the more recent of certain Representations
and Remonstrances submitted by myself to Ier Majesty's Government, which are among the
documents contained in your Office. I refer in part ta a Letter which I addressed te your
Grace's Preclecessor, Sir J. Pakington, on the 22d of October 1852, in wldch the Subject * .age 21) of rapers
of the Clergy Reserves is incidentally touched upon, but more particularly te the Copies raam I clergy
which accompanied my Letter of two Documents relating to that Subject, the Brst being the f Parliament by Her
Petition of the Bishop, Clergy, and Laity of the Diocese of Quebec, transmitted for Pre- Majesty's Comxand,
sentation ta the Imperial Parliament about the End of 1850, and the other, a Memorial 1 Ith rebruary ISsa.
which I addressed ta his Excellency Lord Elgin shordy before I had occasion to address
myself to Sir John. Those Two Documents will be found, in my Apprehension, to exhibit
in a sufficiently condensed Compass the main Points and the real Merits cf the Case.

It is not at any great Length, therefore, that I purpose now to obtrude my Observations
upon your Grace; but, under your Permission, I shall proceed ta give forth, without
Disguise, the Depth of my own Convictions upon certain Features of this solemn Subject, in
which the Interests of our holy Religion are for all Perpetuity involved.

First, then, I finid it impossible ta regard the Secularization of the Clergy Reserves as
otherwise than stamxped with a sacrilegious Character. I do not see how it can be denied te be
the Alienation of a Property given te God ; and it is well worthy of Reniembrance that in
republican America the Endowments of the Churcli of Englandi have been held sacred;
tlhey were preserved to her in One noted Instance through the very Convulsions of that
Revolution wlich separated the Colonies frim the Mother Country (and the Circumstance
was the more marked because the Church vas exposed ta particular Odium on account of
the characteristic Loyalty of her Members); they were restored ta lier in another Instance
by the Decision of the Courts of the United States after a long Space of Years, in which
they had been taken possession of and held as Townlands in the Absence at the Time of
any Episcopalian Claimants of the Property. (I speak bere of the Church of England ab
continued in the Americanx Church.) These Facts are not unobserved in Canada, nor is it
possible to suppose that they are without tleir Influence upon the Affection of some of the
Colonists towards the British Governiment vhen the Confiscation cf thîeir Church Properry
is threatened under actual British Rule.

2. It appemrs to me nt least deserving of lnquiry, and it is an Inquiry of the mxost serious
Character possible wlich thus presents itself, whetler the Royal Sanction could lie givei to
the projected Measure of Confiscation without violating the Coronation Oath. If, us 1
apprehend to be the correct View of the Case, and as is assumed in the Use, within the
Colonies, of the Forms of Ordination, the Colonial Biblops and Clergy, made by thie Royal
Letters Patent to belong te the Archiepiscopal Province oif Canterbury, are Bishops and
Clergy of the Realm of Englandl, then it is not necessary te say that thcy are protecteld
by that Oath against any Invasion or Infraction of their existing Rights, Privileges, and
Endowments, of whatever kind.

3. The Disposal of this Question involves the Question of the Maintenance of Public
Faith. The Act 3 & 4 Vict. c. 78. was regarded and held by all Parties, and was accepted
by the Parties interested, as a final Settlement of the long-agitated Questions respecting the
Reserves,-.a Settlement, it is also te be rernembered, which was anterior ta the Establish-
nent of respoisible Governiment within the Colony. It lias been distinctly recognised as
final in the formai Language of the Provincial Legisltatre; and if the coiclusive Arrange.
ments of that Act can now be disturbed, and its Provisions can be overset, it would be difficult
to show how any Rights or Interests in the Province can be safe.

My Lord Duke, these are of themselves Considerations which, if I am not guilty of
Presumption in saying se, call for the Exercise of the Maxim, " Be just, and fear not ;" andl
if the Government of this great Country had long ago hiad the Firmness ta a1pply this
Principle ta the Question, all injurious Disturbance in connexion with the Clergy Hleserves
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