39 Viotoria. Sessional Papers (No, 22.) A. 1876

7

The undersigned has carefully examined the Bill referred to, and is convinced
that if it passes into law as it is introduced, it will seriously interfere with the ship-
ping of Canada. To illustrate this, he will refer to such portions of the Bill as in his
opinion will have that result. _ ]

The 4th section of the said Bill presctibes that every British ship shall be sur-
veyed by an officer of the British Board of Trade, and no shig ehall proceed on an

- Voyage from a British Part, unless the owner or master of such ship has such certi-
ficate from the Board of Trade as is by this Act prescribed, and which certificate is in
force, and any officer of Customs may detain any British ship until sach certificate is
produced ; and it farther declares that ¢ if any British ship Froceeds on, & voyage
‘Wwithout such certificate, the owner and master of such ship shall each incur a penalty
not exceeding fifty pounds, and a further penalty not exceeding ten pounds for every
‘day during which such voyage shall continue.”

The 5th Section provides how the survey shall be made, and declares that «“in
“case any such surveyor is not satisfied with the result of such survey he shall deliver
to the owner or master of snch ship a requisition in writing containing the parti-
‘culars of the works or other matters in his judgment necessary to render such ship
Seawprthy, and such owner or master shall, before he receives adeclaration of survey
comply with the terms of such requisition to the satisxfaction of such surveyor, unless
“the anrd of Trade shall, after appeal, otherwise order and direct.” The said Section
further provides that the certificate of a surveyor or the Secretary of the Committee

* of Management of Lloyd’s Register of British and Foreign Shipping or of the Liver-

. pool Underwriters’ Registry for Iron Vessels shall be received ‘¢ in lieu of, and the
-8ame shall for the purposes of obtaining & certificate under this Act be of the.same
force and effect as a declaration of sarvey by. one of the surveyors of the Board of

e.” .

The Bill in sections 15 to 18 inclusive deals with the question of deck loads,
and in Section 17 prohibits vessels, under a severe penalty, except as therein stated,
from entering a British port with a deck load between the first day of January and
the thirty-first day of March, or between the 15th September and the 31st December

. in any year.

yl‘l{e Bill in Sections 19 and 20 deals with the question of the ¢ load-line " or “ free
‘board " of British vessels, and by the fourth schedule defines how this shall be ascer-
tained, and regulates the same, both as applicable to iron and wooden ships.

In remarking, therefore, upon the way in which Canadian ships will be affected

, by this Bill, it will be perceived that, in the first place, it is only applicable to Bri-

tish, and not to foreign ships, and that as Canadian registered vessels are British

ships, and are recognized as such by the British Merchant Shi ping Act of 1854,

‘Canadian vessels will be subject when in British ports outside the limits of Canada,

* to restrictions from which foreign ships with which they have to compete are ex-

empted, and Canadian Vessels are thereby placed at a disadvantage in British ports
as compared with foreign ships.

It may be said that they are, however, placed upon the same footing as British
Vessels owned in the United Kingdom, but in effect this is not the case, for while the
Tourth section of the Act makes a survey compulsory, and the requirements of the
Surveyor absolute, (subject to the appeal stated) it _gives to the certificates of the
officers of the two institutions therein named, viz., Lloyd’s Registry and the Liverpool

nderwriters’ Registry for Iron Vessels, the same force and value as is given to the
@ertificates of the officers of the Board of Trade ; and as the greater proportion of the
shipping régistered in the ports of the United Kingdom has been built under the
Supervision of, and surveyed and classed by, the officers of one or other of these insti-
* tations, these certificates can be given, without the necessity, in a large majority of
<Cages, of opening up the ships or incurring much expense. This is, however, not the
Cage with Canafian shipping. It is alleged, and I believe with truth, that a ve
ge proportion of the sea-going tonnage of Canada, and more especially of the Pro-
‘Vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotis, is built and classed under the supervision
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