COPY of a REPRESENTATION
of the Lords Commiffioners for Frade
-and Plantations to His Majesty, re-
lating to the Newfoundland Trade
and Fifhery; dated 19th Decembes

1718. ) '

~ 'To.the KING’s Moft Excellent MajesTY. |

May it pleafe Your MajesTy,

‘ HE Fifhery at Newfoundland havifig been obfttufted and difesti-

l raged for many Years paft, not only by the late Wars, but by the
Irregularities of the Inhabitants, Traders, dand Fithermen, who refide in
and refort to that Ifland; '

We have, in Obedience to Your Majefty’s Commiffion, whereby we -

are direted to enquire into the feveral Obftrutions of Trade, and the
Means of removing the fame, confidered the paft and prefent State and
<Condition of the aforefaid Fifhery, in what Manner it was formerly and is
now carried on, and by what Regulations and Laws it has been and ftill is.
diretted and govcrnec?. g .

And thereupon we moft humbly crave Leave to reprefent to Your’
"Majefty, : : ) o

That the Fithery in Newfoundland was at firft fettled by Merchants and
other Adventurers inhabiting the Weftern Parts of this Kiﬂ%&qm’, and,
fuccefsfully carried on for many Years, under the Reftrittion of fuch Cuf-.
toms and Laws as were agreed upon by the Fifhermen among them- .
felves. S -

That although the Harbours and Fithing Places were for fome Time .
left open and free to -all Nations (without Prejudice, however, to the So-

vereignty of Your Majefty’s Royal Predeceflors) neverthielefs great Num- |
bers of Ships and Seamen were Annually employed by tlie faid Adven- .

turers, fome in fithing, and others in fupplying them with Salt from France
and Portugal, and in carrying their Fiflr to-Foreign Markets; which Ships
being furnithed with- Provifions-and alk other Neceffaries ‘of Englifh Pro-
duction and Manufatture for the whole Voyage, it was not only a parti-
cular Advantage to the Weftern Counties, but likewife to the Nation in

Ne 1, A , general,



