
CANADIAN COJJRIER.
Africa sees, a night of silver light
that touched ail things tenderly andbeautified them. Amber had seen
such nights la other parts of thý
great Continent, but neyer hai lieremernbered sucli as this.

He sat in a camp chair at the en.trance of his tent speculating upoin
the events of the day. Who was thi,3mysterious stranger that went abroad
at niglit? For the matter of that,what bad the leopard been doing to
invite his death?

He called up Abiboo from the fin,round which the Houssas were squat-
ting.

"It is strange to me, Abiboo," hesaid, "that the white man should
shoot the leopard."1

"Lord, so I bave said to my men,"said Abiboo, "and tbey think, as 1,that the leopard was creeping into aPlace that sheltered the white
master."'

Amber smoked a reflective pipe. Itoccurred to him that the place wherethey had corne upon the flrst bloodstains had been near to a similardried-up water way. When le carneto give the matter fuller considera-
tion he realized that it was a con-i
tinuation of the river bed near whichthey were encamped. Following itrcourse he migît corne upon the spoi.
under an hour. Lt was a perfetAniglit for investigation-at any ratelie resolved to make an attempt.

He took witl hlm four soldiers in-
cluding the sergeant, who led theway with the larnp. The soldiers were
flecessary, for a spy had corne in dur-
mng the day with news that the war-
like folk of the "Little Alebi" lad be-
gun to rnarch ln bis direction.

Thougli the river bed made a well
defined path for the party it wa'q
fairly "hard-golng." In places where
the deputation made an lmpenetrablç'
barrier they lad to c11mb up the steep
banks and make a detour through the7,
forest.

Once they came upon a prowling
leopard who spat furiously at thebrilliant white glow o! the electrh'
larnp and, turning tail, fled. Once
tley surprised a bulky form that
trumpeted loimdly and went bliindering
away through the forest to safety.

After one o! these detours they
struck a clear smooth stretch.

"LIt must be somewhere near," be-gan Amber, when Abiboo raised bisbaud abruptly. "Listen," he whisper-
ed.

They stood motionless, their heads
bent. Above the quiet of the forest
came a new sound.

"Click-click!" Ilt was fant, but
tnmlstakable.

Amber crept forward.
The river bed turned abruptly tothe rlght, and pressing closely tothe rlght bank he dropped to bisknees and crawîed cautlously nearerthe turn. He got his head clear ofthe bush that obstructed his vlew

and saw wbat he saw.
In the centre of the river, plain tosee ln the bright moonlight, a manln shirt and trousers was dlgging.Every now and again he stooped andgatbered the earth ln both hancis aniIaughed, a Iow cbuckling laugh thar.made Amber's blood run cold to hear.Amber watched for five minutes, then

stepped out from bis place of con-
ceaiment.

"Bang!"»
A bullet whîstîed past hlm andlstruck the bank at his side with athud.
Quick as thought he dropped tocover, bewlldered. TI- e mar whodug had had bis back ta him-some,

body else had flred that shot!
He lonked round at the sergeant.
"Ablboo," he said grlmly, "1this le aL.ad palaver: wýk have corIne t.>save aman who desires ta kil us."
Çrawîing forward again he peepedout: the man had dlappeared.
Taking the risk of another abatAmber stepped out Into the open."Sutton!" he cailedl clearly. There

was no anewer.
"Sutton!" he Bilouted,--.only theecho came ta hlm. Followed by bldmen he moved forward.

(Té be contiisued.)
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