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ROUND THE TABLE.

In Ilarpers M»zûtJjiy for iast December it was announced thatthe management bad concluded an arrang-ement with Howells, bywbich " al] bis new witings,-his navets, short staries, descriptivesketches, and dramatic pieces-would. be exclusively at their dis-posai ;" and with tbe january number lie began bis cbarming
literary taiks in the EditôrP' Sudy.ý It will soon be a year sincetbis arrangement came iotao force ; and be has nat yet stepped outfrom tflic o-' Vini'dy. [t may be that like G. W. Curtis, witbwhomn the H-arper's made a sirnilar arrangement some years beforie,which is ta be regretted in tbat though bis conversations fi-arn bisEasy Chah- are neyer less deligbtfül than we rnay expect fromr theauthor of Prue eind i, lie bas foregone the writing of books,-Howells, tao, prefers ta boiter in bis study in slippered ease. Butone would judge that bis habits of lite are altogether different.

"Lemuel B arker,"-for the publication of which in the Ceniuryarrangements b-ad heen made before tbe time of bis contract witbthe Harper's,-is nearing tbe conclusion ; and still the apeningchapters of a new navet have flot yet appeared in Harper-s. Thisis flot ini accordance witb Howells' woat. His talk in the S/uidycast h 'im little mare than the mere taking up of bis pen fram monthta montb ; bis literary friends, I amn sure, have the pleasure ofhearing many unprinted pages. He bas always been an untiringbrain-worker ; what then is lie daiag now? You will rememberthat there was a rumour a long time aga that a drama written byhirniself and Mark Twain, had been found unfitted for tbe stage.

(This, you may be sure, taking it for g;ranted that the rumaur wasnot ail a lie, was due ta Howetls' discriminating artistic sense ofunattairnment, and flot ta the strictures of the managerial mind,wbich, after original and startling scenic effects, regards the box-office as tbe adjtinct of the drama wbicb bas the flnest passibilities.Frons the point of view of the advancc agent, turniing reluctantlyfronm a grand inspiriting Pisgàb-sight of HOWELLs and MARKTWAIN on play-bills and posters att over the continent, tbeir witb-drawal of the drama n'ust bave seemed sheer, disgusting imbeci-
lity.)

You will remember, too, what was said of tbe Amnerican theatrein a conversation bet-veen Evans and Sewell in Lemiuel Parker.It is likely, then, that-

"1, bearing in mind ail these things," said the ingeniaus man,taking the pipe fram bis moutb, "and in addition thereto the factWiggins, of Ottawa, bas iset witb indifferent success as a praphet,do hereby venture so far as ta predict,-smiting with my fist thetable in THE VARSITY sanctum, an this tise ninth day of November,at eleven minutes ta one in the morniag,-that Howells is goingta do something big at the drama soi-e of these days. Give me amatch, 1 prithee, good me lord, that I may light me pipe againwitbal."
This was how we taiked round tbe Table a month ago. Wethought it best, bowever, ta allaw Howells mare time, and we arepleased ta see that in this month's Ilarpet's a Icamedy of bisappears, and, asareaver, tbe ànnouncement is made that in the nain-ber for February he witl begin a -new navet. 1 may mention inthis cannection that witbîn the past month two letters were printedin THE VARSIL-, with tie heading "A Street Wanted." The CityCouncil bas posted placards alang St. G;eorge street annouacingthat the new street is ta be opened at once. Vie begin ta percelvethat we have weight. Our feelings are like those of the editor ofthe two-sheet paper in the country tawn who came in an a (lead-head ticket ta see a company of barnstormers act Richie/jeu in thetown-hall. At the words,

IIThe pen is mightier than the sword,"1
be arase and remnoved bis bat. Or as Artemus Ward reports themeeting ini Baidinsville-

1' amn identified, yoang man, witb a Arkymedian leaver wbiclsmoves the warld,' said the Editor, wiping bis auburn brow witb bisIeft coat tait. CI allude, yaung man, ta the press. Terms, twodollars a year, invariabty in advance. job printing executed withneatness and dispatcb ! ' And with ihis briliant burst of elekancethe editor introduced Mr. J. Brutus Hinkins, who is sufferin'l froiman attack of Callege in a naberin' place."

Do we flot sometimes miscaîl flovelty progress ? Whether pro.gressive or not, there is sametbing very attractive in id-eas thatpoint ta a revolution ini saciety. The majestic sweep of the newtide of thougbt, (looking merely at its deductions withaut scannifigtao closely its hypothetical foundations) carrnes us away witb en-tbusiasm, and we forget how ta reasan patientîy. It is faine andinisipid in camparisan ta laboriansly examine the oId, ta detect its

kernel of t, uth. For such core even the most barbarous of polities
assuredty had. No society can be based upon a lie. But wbien inthe course of time the civil constitution becornes untrue and there-fore tinjust, it cannat persist. For dieu men's minds begin to runwild and riot ta the tune of the French Revolution. Such was thetesson of that upheavat, and Sa sharp, that repelition must be un-
necessary.

White thus rnuch may perhaps be sufficient ta indicate the gen-eral attractiveness of canlnunistic theoiies, it mnust be supple-rnented in tlic case of those educated visitors ta the old world whareturn inmhued therewith. Anarchisrn, indeed, rnay be ieft oui ofview, for such formn of thoiught can bc forgiven the educated man
only on the plea of dyspeptie pessiînisin.

But aur friend, who bas a naturai bent for social investigationsspends a few months in Panis wvhere lie examines the proletariatat close quarters. The misery and hopeie-ss degradation of theIowest class appeals ta bis sensibility, and he seemns ta pay ail de-rnands in fuît (without rnuch self sacrifice it is ttue) wlben be rushesta embrace tbe proletariat, and in the fulness of bis feeling exclaims,Il Brotber, I too amn of the comne~/; miy beait hleeds for you."On bis return we natuiaily.ask about tbe great Redflagged. Witba knowing nod of the head, and in mysteriaus tories, tbe replYwill be, Il Weil !I tbink there's soinething in it." Perhaps thereis the least spice of vanity in bis dilettante socialism. It is sa icturesque ta bînt darkly that one bas advanced views on social ques-tions. 1 would flot like ta say that ibis picturesqueness is tbe mo-tive that prompts the profession but it is pleasing to know thatthere is this compensation.

If tbere is one word that a flrst year student cameýs ta have 1apositive dislike for it is Ireshrnan, until the period of bis trial isover, and be obtains the footing of an all-wise sophoniore, bis sen-iors neyer lose an apportunity of informing bim that he is freshi.This epithet dates back: ta a tirne when sait xvas actualîy adminis-tered ta neW stLidents by their cý)nsidera,-te eiders, for sait was aclassical emblemn of learning and wisdom. Here fullows an ex-tract describing lîow a freshman was quaiied a ai od Engiish
colleges.

'On this important occasion the freshînen xvere aliligeil ta doif theV~gowns and bsands, and look as mach lilse scounîlrels as possible; afterwbich they mounted a formn that was îslaced upon a table, amd declaijnedta the grinning and shouitirg stifdents helow. In the useantiale a bugebrazsa pot of cau(le wvas lsulslling on the lire before thei, ta refresh silcof the orators as had recited their speeches gracefully; but tliose who hallac(laitted theaiselves indifféreatty had tiîeir caule qualified with sait;while those who declainied very jîl were drenchet with salted beer, andsubjected ta sharp adnionishmeat by pioches on the chia from the tbunb-nails of the seniors. "-Kitigh t, His tory of Engand,

How different ail this from the mild treatment in our colle ge ofthe few luckless wîghts that bave incurred tbe great displeasure oftheir seniors. Called before ye mufti, tbey bave counsel graciousYallowed tbem, wbo spare no quirks of student law ta get them off.Ye chariot of the suri, from long disuse bas its lustre dimmed, fornone but tbe gravest offences are now visited with augbt but î-eprl-mand and humiliation. This year, 1 amn informed, no one of theaccused was forced ta tread the mystic dance ta clear bimself frolthe taint of fresbdomn by that trying ordeal.

A friend of mine bas written ta rue an accounit of a letter bYKeats, whicb was sold witb tbec Osgood collection in New YorkClast winter. The hiandwritiag is smali, and on one dluarto.leaf. Thefirst page bas some. lnes scratcbed out at the top, and beneatll
thein "Oxf--" and "My dear fi iends." The reverse page caataii 5
the add-ess, " Miss Reynolds, Mrs. Earle's, Little Hampton, Sus'jsex," in the middle of tbe page ; at the bott'om ai-e eigbt lines, and,at the top nine lines, signed IIYours truly, jobn Keats;." There isa postmark " 1817,» and a clearly impressed seal of a classicalbead, sligbtly broken. The letter is curious

.But let us refresb ourselves froin this deptb of tbinking andtara ta saine innocent jocularity, the Bow cannot always he bent, nor thegun always loaded if yoti ever let it off.....There you are amoag sands'stocks, stones, pebbles. heaches, cliffs, rocks. deeps, shallows, weeds,sbips. hoats (ai a distance), carrots, turnips, Sun, moon, and stars, and althese sort of things - bere ans I amoag colleges, halls, stalîs, plenty Otrees. thank God-plenty of water, tbanki heavea-plenty of books,thank the Muses-plenty of snuff, thaak Sir Walter Raleigh-plenty Ofsegars, ditto-penty of fiat country, thank Tettas's roltîng pin."

ciCiIn Lord Hought on's life of Keats," said the ingenious mialle"we read of how the paet once scarched bis epiglottis with redpepper, ta enjay the delightful sensation of cooling it with clal'et-It's a pity he did flot know enougb ta f111 up on claret some njgliti-be'd have had a tbirst next morning that he wouldn't sell forflfty dollars."
Then Spinx said: "That's a great scbeme, btî' it's nothiSg toSCHEME 157?" Hil.
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