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THE MORALITY OF ÂIDING TO COMMIT CRIME.
TO the Editor of The Week.

STR,-A few words by way of rejoinder may perbaps be allowed. In the first place, the
Wording 0f the above heading i3 inaccurate, if not misleading, as applied. to tbe case in
question. The morality of securing bhe detection of crime and prevonting its repetition
i8 the question meally at issue. As to the means adopted tbat this Ilgood " end might
coniGe; wbiat ' evil"I was doue ? Without, of course, prejnudging the case, but merely
&ssuming the tacts to be as shown by bbc publisbod evidence, the crime hadl, to al
intents and purposes, been committed and complebed before any inciting or euticing
toit teck place. The very nature of the case affordeti no opportunity for interceptiiig
or deberrlag the ofienders from the commission of the offence or preventing its commis-
sion. The offer bo, bribe is in itself a complete offence. The course taken by tbose
te Whom tbe offer was mnade was not an aiding or enticing to commit an offeuce. Tbis
had already been consummated. It was taken merely as a means of making the
evidence indisputable. The crime haviag been completed ipso facto by tbe offer, the
teceiving of the Inoney witbout any intention of keeping or appropriating it but only
as a Piece of atiditional evidence, was not in itself either evil or immoral. Viewed as
a rneans nsed lu order to bring tbe offenders to punisbmeat, offenders wbo, to borrow
*r. Armaour's language, had consummated their guility intentions, it was not only
OxPedient, but morally justifiable. Pnnishment, as Mr. Armiour trnly observes, la
"ot luflicteti for the satisfaction of revenge, but in order to aniend the offenider, and
to deter others trom off ending lu the saine way. For the purposes of the present

argu1ment, it is fair to assume that the actnating motive lu regard to tbe pninishiment
Was lu accordauce with the object contemplated by the law, and not bthe mere desire
0f reven1ge, as bias been somewbat gratuitonsly snggested. The condemnation of
those Who do evil that good may come le, therefore, not applicable to the present case,
and the homily wbicb bas beeu. read to us upon tbat text is quite irrelevaiit.

Theire was no intention, whatever, on the part of tbe writer in bis former article bo

'n'Port polities into the question, still less to assert, or even suggest, tbat a Party Goveru-
nient abould be maintaineti at ail bazarda. The argument intended was this :that the

]«{iEitry boing justified lu assuming, as from tbeir point of view tbey undoubtedly
were justified iu aasumiug (tbe correctuess of tbe assumption beiug entirely foreigu to
the question), that their maintenance lu power is for tbe benefit of the community,

they wore amply warranted in adopting any proper measures for defeating their adver-
soties and strengtliening their own position. Iu regard to bbe comparative value of
llonour, it seems obvions tbat one sort of honour is, or may ho, according to circuju-
stances, more or lesa precions tban another; or rather that the bonour of one person
ay heo f greater value than that of another, haviug a just regard to tbeir respee.

tlve rauk, position, age, profession, sex, relations in 11f e and other snrrounding
eireumlstacs A moment's refiection manifesta the, truth of thia position. Isi not

thle honour of a jndge of greater value to bimself and to tbe public than that of a
eh aY-swe, ls not tbe losa of honour consequent upon a daughter's yielding to
th o Wiles of a seducer more griovous than that resulting from a loafer selling bis
'Vote at an olection ? Moreover, there la this manifest difforence between the coasum-

ation of the act of seduction and bthe receiving of money (by way of a bribe, real
Or supposed), that in the one case, the aet itself constitutes the biarm doue, and ipso
f'ectO occasions the los of horrour ; iu the other the latent la of the essence of the
offertes, sud if no evil latent is eatertained, a fortiori, if tbe purpose is a justifi-
able one, the act of receiviag involves no crime, and not necessarily any las$ of
bon'our. This bas been 'well poiated ont la the able letter of "lOutsider" in tbe

WJlxof April 24th. The fact biat in tbe oye of the law the ownership of the
raOueY is considered to be la Mr. McKim doos not affect the moral question. Many

% t4an involuntamily bas a dry legal estate vested lu hiju iu regard to wbic. bis only

dnty le to lot those Wbo are beneficially entitled bave the benefit of lb.
IlOutsider's " letton above refermed to coatains in advauce a sufficient answer to

bihe question lastly proposod iu the article of the 8tb inst. The writer says :''1If
>.McKim had takea tbose huudred dollar bille wltb the sole object and latent of

reelving paymeut for a quantity of grain, sole lu tbe ordiaary course of commerce,
tliat Would bave beau right. \Vas it bass ight to reoive the bills wbea bis sole
0bject and latent was to detect crime?"'

It is, it is boped, aimost suporfinous to say that this aud a former communication
WreG written solely in regard to the abstract question of morua which had pmeviously
ber snggested for discussion as arising ont of tbe IlBribery CJase," and withont
t4s alightest intention of prejudgiag the case itself. S. G. WOOn.

COMPENSATION AND PROHIBITION.
"Po the Editor of The Week:.

S is,tl said that Ilthe money wbich goos into, the tilI of the liquor shop would
gr' tO bny other goods." Wbat money is hore roferred bo ? There are mest se mfany
%iplo)Yees lu this city nOW, and So muci money paid weetly ; bass will ho paid per capita

Wheu1 euforced compotition comes lu, aud unlese monts and the necessaries of lite are
tu become cheaper at once, tbe snffering will ail coins upon poor people as astral-
the temporary sufforing as Ait l facetiously callod. Howv long dosa Iltemporary " mean
134 tis case ? Sncb retrogrossive ideas tend to go back to absolute necessaries, to
eyeatually "1become bile aucient Briton " again, witb yellow ochre and sheepekins.
'The expansive, progressive and modemn ides, le to separato ail manufactures labo
Ilisetinct branches, so that eaeil produet may ho made better andi cheaper, keeping
)ePO eomployed ail the time. The same individual dollar that baye bread, buya

beef sud beer, aud clobbiag, aud pays ment, aud lb is one of the laws of succesefol
colalerce thattbie ottener that dollar travelo round so will brade, and comforts abound and
'eOk be pleaty. Ib memains la no one bI, barring the profit whicb goos to keep the
alr3 ilY of the dealer, sud whicil profit again goos ont la invesbmoabs, enabling others

, u on business. If half.a-dIozen new brades could ho invented for the comfort
%ne ltlxury, evon, of society there 'would ho fewer drill times, as lb is also one of the laws
0f labour that labour bringe its own eward-account for the tact economioally as one

1ýa-The more trade there le, bile indefabigable libtle dollartravels round them al
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a littie faster- the free circulation of money as it is called ; and if thero were one
dozen or one hundred people, each due the other one dollar, one dollar would do the
whole business by rapidly passing round, relieving them of their debts and coming
back to the original capitalist. More than this, it would enable them, being free
of debt to renew their obligations for another' do]lar's Worth. AU this tends to a
greater demand for labour, which, talking of necessaries, has become one of the
n ecessaries in this our artificial if e-a life imperative the moment we depart f rom.
primitiveness. And with more labour and more enjoyînent of the comforts of life
comes the sense to enjoy, these in a rational manner, and not as nOW to snatch a
passing joy in the midst of miserable bouses witb miserable food and cooking. A
more comfortable home and botter food and cooking would act as a temperance
agent more effectively than any doctrines, however desirable, but impossible of accom-
pliolbment. BREwER.

May 1Oth, 1884.

PULPIT ELOCUTION.
To the Editor of The Weck

Sia, -Last Snnday the lessons in one of oui city chuirches were rend in sncb a muan-
uer that, had I no' kuowiî the chapters almust by heart, I cuuld scarcely have gatbered
their meaning, altbough tbey contained the wonderf ni description of the bewildered
Balaamn's jonrney from Mesopotamia down to Moab. There wae also the atones of
Peter's disloyalty, and of the calm, dignified Saviour lu the midât of the tannting rabble
and before the angry Council. But the grandeur and beanty thierein ponrtrayed for our
instruction were utterly lest to view. If.sucb reading were the exception, it would have
been lot pass without remark ; but bad reading is the mile. I have regularly attonded
churches iu every diocose in Ontairio and in many iu England, yet rarely, indeed but
twice, have I beard really good readers. In the meeting between Moses and Pbaraob,
where Pharaoh says, IlGet tbee from me, take bheed to thyseif, sec my face no more;
for in the day thou seest my face thon shait surely die. And Moses said, 1 Thon hast
spollen well, I will see tbyface no more "'- Dean Saunders, of Peterborougbi (athedral,
showed more plaiuly than a painting conld have done the angry despot on bis throne,
holding iu his band the power of life and deatb, and in striking contrast, tbe unmoved
Moseo quietly replying to the excited autocrat. It was a picture; but always before
and since, the wratbful tyraut and the meekest of men appear to speak lu exactly the
samne toue. Irving, Terry and Modjeska wonld declaim to empty bouises were they baîf
as ueglectf ul of training and as careless lu delivery. The fact that tliere is sncb anl
art as voice culture, by wbich a bad voico may be made good and a good onie be made
vastly better, seems wbolly ignored. The other dlay a man told a teacher of elocution,
to wbom hie applied for lessons, that lie 1,didlut waut no more than one quarter,"
for bis former teacher had brought him as f ar as IlEmphas. " It wonld appear that the
clergy are not brought as f ar as IlEmpbas," or we ebould not bieai IlPour upon us the
bealthf nI spirit of Thy grace."

In a church possiossing sncb a ricb treasury of Holy iScripture lu bier services, and
sncb wealtb of beauty lu the nninspired portions as well, it is a shame that lack of
power to bning ont tiroir grand lessons aboule be the almost invariable mule.

Toronto, M1ay 6th, 1884. E. G. J.

To the Edif or of The Weekl:
fSra,-Iu my article of last week on "The morality of aiding to commit

crime," your proofreader makes me say in parenthesis, Ilwe question if the right te
coorce the speaker, &o. It should read, Il The question of the rigbt, &o."

Yours, E. DOUGLAs AitmouR.

THE LOSS 0F THE S. S. "STATE OF FLIIDA."

AiAs 1 'tis true ; the dismal tidings ring
Within our ears, the gurgling throes of souls
0'erwhelmed by ocean, smiling treacherous:
The heart-wrung shriek of hope o'ercome ascends
To smite the star-lit heavens that seem to laugh
Ironical at fate, whose calions sweep
Enforces life to join the life beyond.
At sunset, when the golden raya shot forth
?From twilight's diadein, ail then was peace:
No rage was in Atlantic's breath ; the sea
ltself was mirror to the traveller's hope
0f haven-rest assured ; and round snch hope
Perchance in one fond heart * there warmly gleanîed
Anticipations ever of friendships won
And oft renewed in Scotia's dear-loved realm.
No cloud of iii presaged the midnight woe :
With heedlesa, tensioned pride, the great ship throbbed
To kiss the coy horizon'% crowaing line,
Disdainful of the jealons swell which deemed
The embrace its own ; and men and women slept
Contiding in the waaton strength which dares
The crested Storm and floute the staying calm.
Fate holds, howe'er, no counsel with the SUIl
Which man can boast; its unrelenting, grasp
Reveals no law which hie can tame his own;
The pride of ail his toil is but the sphere
Whose soapy film breaks at a moment's breath,
To pass within the yeast of chaos, God-controlled.

J. M. Il.

A LOV.E-SToRY by H. O. Bunner, entitled IlThe Red Silk Haadker-
chief," will appear in the June Century.

*The writer'à friead, Mr Walter King, of Toronto, was amoag those 'whQ were lost
in this catastrophe.

MIT 15th, 1884.]


