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D:d the Intomatlonal Socwty in nny legm-
mate way tepresent the cause of labor in Eng-
land, or elsewhere, we should be sorry to eay,
a dmcoumgmg word to 1ta proccedings. This,
however, is not. tho case; on the contrary,
this society, by the absolutely insane talk of
its ropresentatwcs met at Geneva, as well as
by the frantic projects it solemnly discussed,
degrades in the eyes of the world, and brings
into contempt, a cause upon a right understand-
ing of which much of the future welfarc of the
world depends, Hitherto the trades socictios
of England, amid much misunderstanding and
conflict, have been laboring hard to discover,
if poasible, solid grounds of agreement upon
which labor and capital may meet in a friend-
ly spirit, and permanently arrange matters
which now most seriously divide them. The
task ie?a difficult one, but they are accomplish-
jug it slowly By constant efforts, many of
which have been utterly misunderstood, the
workingmen have been leaving behind them
violence and intimidation of every kind. All
covert action Las been long ago discarded,
and by the means of their trades unions, man-
aged as they have been by sensible men of ex.
perience, they are beginning to find the way
to settle the differences that arise by referring
them to arbitration. In this there has been a
remarkable profress. in the right direction,
and with this onr workingmen, as a rule, are
s0 pleased that at all their.councils, congreszes
and great demonstrations, that the princlple
of arbitration for the prevention and settle-
ment of disputes, is exalted and enforced. In

faot unionism smongst workingmen, is, even
by employers, boginning to be regarded as the
very. best means of promoting a moral. discip-
" Iiue amongst onr workera of the highest use to
themaelves, and of the utmost importance to
émployers whose principal gain ariees from a
coustant, uninternpted perseverance in con-
nectlon thh the operatmns of industry.

It .the spmt ‘and ezperience out of which
this improvement has come could be communi-
cated tb tlie workingmen on the Continent of
Europe, incalculable blessibgs might spring
from it. If some few of our best men. could
be admitted to some international . corigress of

workingmen where it was their business to’

teach, and tho duty of - the othersito listen,

such a new _ direction might be given to the

thought of foreiga- workmen as would be' a
blessing to themselves, and to all connected
with them in. the pursuits in which they are
engaged. . They would get %o see how destruc-
tive of profit in industry. violence or disturb-
ance of any kind is:. They would come to
vnderstand how it isa not from mere strength
of combination that any good %o the. laboring
classea is to be .derived, but from the wise,
practicable and equitable thought such power
is used to cuforce. This is what Eng'lish work-
imgmen are dsily dicovering, and it is becanse
this light becomes stronger Lour by hour that
they havé found their way from the anarchy
and misery of disunion into union—why they
are finding theic way from stpkes -and lock-
outs into the :fsiendly and peaseable. settle-
ments of arbitration—and, Above all, it is the
reason why the thoughtful workingmen in
England ave looking to co-dperative production
a5 the grand final escape from tbe harrassing
and wasteful antagoniems of a blind com-
petitive strife between labor and capital.

This is & gospel of labor whick the advanced
workingmen of Lnglmd have it in their power
to teach, and which it is the duty of all who
* live by labor to learn with as little delay as
possible. - But what, it may be asked, does
the Geneva meeting unfold as England's share
. in the International Labor Congress? As that

gathering, if its charactor answered even’ in
the slightest degree to its name, 6r to its pre-
tensions, Eugland, as the foremose industrial
nation of the world, if her people took nny in-
terest in- it, would, have counted its répre-
 sentatives by the score, and what these repre-

sentative men had to say would bave gone to.

thie root of the labor question pmctnkally and
method:cally Every step of the difficult psth
ever which the workers of Eng,lnnd ‘have
travelled with bleeding feot would have been

Toes' prinfal for ‘those emulous. to follow

madé’

in this tate track, Instead of this there were'

two men from England, if wo are to crodit the
newspapers, and, ‘Wé beliove, they are, on
this poitit; -absolutély correct ; one a German,
- and neither having the least connection with
auy ohe of the great iiidustries of the country ;
both: persotially- uikuowu to the great bady of
tm&es umomota, who conshtnte tho force, in
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thought and aohon, of the labor movomont in
Englaud

There is nothing mennt hore agamst the two
delogates. They are probably very sincere
and honest men, but in connection with the
industrial struggles of England they are not
representative men; they are not accepted
anywhere as such; they are not delogated in
that character, nor are they paid by anybody
of trades unionist to represent thom—in fact
they no more represent the trades unions of
Great Britain any more than they do the
Houseof Loxds, the bar, the medical profession
or any other profession or interest in which
they have no conmection, in which they have
no acknowledgement. Being accredited to
teach nothing these gentlomen keep modestly
silent, and when they did take part in the
proceedings it would have been better had
they becn dumb. How men going from Eang-
1and counld have remained present at some of
the discussiona that took place, is in itself sur-
prising. Imagine a number of men, not in
Bedlam, discussing tho propriety of a ‘‘general
strike !” of a universal suepension of labor!!
In England the thoughtful portion of the
working pecple would regard such a proceed-
ing, were it practicable, as hopeless lunacy, or
as a malignant wickedness which nothing conld
excuse, Not by organized idleness can relief
come to any class of tho comwunity. Multi-
tudes of the workingmen of England are quite
sa.tmﬂed that the required relief can only come
by orgamzed labor, Not by leaving undone
necessary things, but by doing them, not how-
ever, by doing them foolishly and blindly, but
deliberately and wisely.
ments that are taking place throughout Eng-
land in co-operative production. Factories
built.by the people and owned by the people,
worknhops organized by workmgmen, where

the proﬁt is the subject of equitable distribu- .
tion between labor and eapital, and where the

workers, being in many cases also the owners

have to teach. But as for.a general strike as &
means of bringing about 4 social “revolution” a
general going ont of sun, moon and stars into
blank darkness might as well be debated.

Agnin, what can be hoped from people who
having ideas to form and disseminate, discuss
seriously tho propriety of cutting off the aid
of all men who are not actunl workers? who
made a distinction between
“ hands,” and counsel the hands to drive
away the heads? Such talk:is”aj'ridiculous
abuss of human speech. * Surely the men. who

abovo all other men, require to have somebody
to think for them. Pitiable by their imbecil-
ity, what could they be but thralls and
drudges, if mon of sense and aympathy who
feel an interest in human justice did not on
their behalf urge the claims of reason and
humanity ? These poor blind and narrow
bigota did mot see that by smch an exision
they were in tho most effectual way in which
it could be done cutting their class off from
the great human family, and branding labour
for ever with the damning aud degrading
mark of social inferiority. Mr. Hales went
w.th those who wero cutting off the thinkers,
and, in doing so, proved his rather unfitness
to represent the progressive and robust thought
of any cluss.of Englich thinkors.

There was much eclee counected with the
doings of these Geneva Internationalists
equally absurd ; but why lose time, of bring
shame “into the faces of sensible English
workingmen by referring to it? .What was
uttered there was not Lnghsh thought such
as actually exist in any class of men, or any
sub-divigion of any claes within our island
limits. Delvers in tho earth, o on the earth,
or whatever “class,  would laugh at such a
thipg. Workers in cotton, or wool, or "silk;
or limon; or iron, would tre:t it with contempt.
Paupére in' our work-houses would ‘regard it
ay & sign'' of ‘the: madness of tho ‘outside
world. - Hulking casnals, loafing’ round a
workhouse doot, would kick the men who ad-
vocated ‘such doctrines, for-attempting to
spoil their - trade by bringing the passes into
it. The niewspopers only seom to liko if,
as it fumishes a ‘kind- of ‘confirmation of the

degrading - and silly charges they have been

in the -babit of bringing  against ~trades
‘unionists: "The Times” can point  to these
Genova - debates and ' “show  what wild

theyprios in regard to the social life of

Hence the experi..

of the capital, harmonize the old discordant
| relationship "and seek ‘to end forever the old
selfish appression of labor by capital, . This ia-
the lesson England's workmgmen are trying | .
to learn expenmentally, and this would form .
part, and an important part too, of what they

‘“heads and:

could permit such a thing to be’discussed,:

the world are afloat amongst working men:
The Daily 'y News, in gentler  tones, shows -off
the superiority of our *‘great middle-class”
by the use of so conuvenient a foil. In fact, if
the newspaper press had arranged the whole
thing, and paid for it, its purpose could mnot
have been better served, asit fully justifies
the libels and slanders curront in its columns
as. to the ignorance and  errors of English
working men, The same may be said of the
share taken ifi these proceedings by Con-
tinental working men. If the despots of
Europe, if the worst foes of popular liberty
in Europe, had swept together their paid
agents, and instructed them to gibber the
wildest noneense as popular faith, such per-
sons could not have exceeded in folly what
these half-insane patriots uttered. Indeed it
would be impossible to conceive anything
better calculated to injury any and every good
movement from which the masscs of the
English people expeet to derive benefit,
and with which they in any way sym-
pathise,

Under ordinary circumstances, these Geneva
ravings would not be worth notice; but atthe
present day when the labor question is com-
manding the ‘attention of the public in all
directions, and when the cnemies of labor are
uwnusually active in misrepresenting it, and de-
faming those actively engaged in its promotion,
foolish and pretended.friends should not be al-
lowed to give countenance to their folly to the
evil representations of open enewies. The pro-
per way to meet such a state of thingais for
legitmate and acknowledged representatives of
English trades unionism, to. openly disavow
such proceedings; to tell the men who arrogant-
1y pretend to rcpresent them that they have no
claim to do 80, and at the same time to stamp
with their disapproval, the rabid nousense they
have put forth, and which has been ueed for
damaging comment in our English newspapers.
Some step of this sort is necessary, and ought
to be taken,—Lloyd Jores in The Bee-Hive.

——————— e
LABOR IN RUSSIA.

While it is admitted that the Czar is pro-
moting, as far, as possible, the material
progress of Russia, there appears to be
growing difficulties in one important direc-
tion with which even he cannot cope.

Agricultural labot is, sccording to the
Birza, o prominent Russian Journal, ina
bad state. ‘‘The difficulty which is ex-
perienced,” it says; ‘‘in-‘obtaining mon to
‘work in the fieldsis a chronic disease of
our country which -increases in severity
from year to year, and against which it is
absolutely .necessary to find remedies. Dur-
ing the first fow years after the abolition
of serfage this evil was believed to bo tran-
sitory ; but it is now worse than ever. The
landowners, cspecially “in the south, com-|.
plain of the scarcity and hlgh prices of
lnbor, and have iade every effort to ex-
tricate themselves from the difficulty, but
without success. No persuasion or offer
of higher wages could induce those work-
men who wished to enter upon & town life
to remain ; the employment of soldiers on
agricultural labor only partially supplied
the want, and the attempts to engago
foreign workmen failed owing ‘to the dis-
honesty and ignorance of the agentsem-
ployed. Many of the landowners were
consequently ovliged to- give up looking!.
after thoir estates themselves, and they let
the land to wealthy merchants or peasants

The former then sub-let the ‘property in
small plots, an arrangement which secured
& profit to the hndlord for the time, but
was injurious to the ‘cultivation of the en-
tire cstate. Some landowners give to their
workmen a third of the harvest yielded by
the ostate, Others n.ttach _the peasants to
the estate by gwmg.them asslstnnce in the|,
shape of money, &c.; many have brought
ovor whole families from . Galicia to settle
on their land, and ‘some have endeavored
to dispense as much as possible with mamial

labor by the use of mnchmen y.” The Birsu|

attributes the deﬁclency in ‘the- number of
agricultwwal laborers in ‘the Empire to the
following Causocs’: 1. The rmlwaxys, which
have gron.t.ly decreasod the nuinber of other,
convéyances, and’ tliereby \v;tbdl awn from
the agricultural labor market & number of
men who were iotmerly cmployed a8

waggoners,; &¢. 2, 'l'he devolopment, of
‘petty trades in the towns, which bring

i

people’s movement is. progressing, . .

‘money without reqmnng either much labor
‘8. The inorease 'in

or much knmowledge. - .
the number of factories.. 4. The mnow
mines; eapecially those which contain coal.
8. The increased number of farms. 6. The
mansgement of estates either by stewards
or by unpractical proprietors. 7. The low
rate of wages for agricultural labor. 8,
The cxistence of agents or ‘“middlemen,”
who treat the laborers more hardly than
the proprictors themselves.
—'—'—-. AR

CURRENT EVENTS,

Vermont talks of increasing itsGovernor's
wagesjabove the present rate of $2.75 a day,
s0 as to raise him nearer equality with
journeymen mechanics,

A Berlin dispatch announces that the
betrothal of Prince Alfred and the Grand
Duchess Mary of Russia will be celobrated
at an carly date: The marriage has been
fixed for January next.

The Auntumn assizes for the county of
York were opened on Tuesday, with a very
heavy Criminal and Civil docket. There
are thirty-six eriminal cases, and ninety-six
cases of 3 civil character. -

There is now in Paris, in the National
Prinling Office, dressed as a workman, in
white blouse, the Prince Macao, one of the
highest personage in Japan. He has been
directed by his sovereign to Jearn the artof
printing, and is doing so in every branch.

. Fears are entertained of a war between
Japan and Russia over the occupancy of the
Island of Saghalien, which covers the month
ot the Amoor River. Since 1858, when the
Ruesiane obtained a foothold through fish-
ing and concessions, the ‘two empires have
disputed the control of the island. Ifis
believed that in case of a rupture with
Russin, Japan will bave the assistance of

{ China. -

Sir Sidney Waterlow, the present Mnyor
of London, at the Annual Festival of the
employees of Waterlow & Son, raxlway and
commercial printers, one of the largest es-
tablishments in London, addressed the men
as thuse who ¢ held the barhandle while he
the roller.” He said that he owed his
present success in life tothe great practical
experience he gained inearlylife of the print-
ing business, with which he was connected
many years. '

An American paper, says :—From 1861
to 1870 there were 822,000 German emi-
grants who came to our shores; in the
decade previous there were 951,667 emi-
grants of the same class. .According to the
tables of the last census there were in 1870
in the United States 1,690,410 emigrants
from Germany. The journal from which
we gather these interesting facts and figures
estimates that there are about five millions
of Germans, and their immediato descend-
ants living in this countiy.

A new political party was organized in
San Francisco on the 26th ult., calling it-
self the Peoph.s Independent, party The
convontion was very large, and everything
worked harmoniously., The platfonn de-
clares that they are opponents to corrup-
tion and monopaly ; denounces the present
syatem of distribution of land and land
grants to railreads, and other corporations;
favors an eight hour law ; opposes Chinese
imwigration, and opposes the: election of
the President for more tham one term of
four years. The last resolution endorses
the noble stand taken by Governor Booth
in behalf of popular rights -against tho en-
croachments of unscrupulous politicinns
and railroad corporations. After adjonrn-
ing, the ‘delegates marched. in .a body to
the residence of Governor Booth, who de-.
livered. a, stirring speech .to them. The

The Haniilton ' Spectator ' is responsible
for the following harrowing account of a
fearful fo}l. Friday afternoon tlu-co or four
curpenters were engaged worlunw on » houae
in the upper storey in the wési end. The

'house had'its roof finished, bub the mteuor

waa yet a skeleton of  juiata, ucept 8, fow

‘buards placed upon, tlne upper utorey,, joists, ]

for the convenicnce.of the workmen. ..Upon
thcso bourds, not fnr from were the work

sepet Lo

was going on, a fine little blile-oyed ‘son o
one of the carpenters waa playing, when he
was suddenly and mystenously missed.
chxly the father discovered the reason,
and flinging by his saw lot himself down the
temperary ladder and down to the cellar
where hefound the poorlittle fellow stretchs
ed out among the broken pieces of joists
and other rubbish eating away like a young
buzzard at one of the workmen’s dinners
that - had been hidden there in the
morning.

‘M. Dupont, 2 newapapor pnnter of
Perigueoux, has refused an application on
the part of his men for an advance of wages.
There are accordinigy “‘out on strike.”
his paper, L'Echo de Ia ﬂoﬂogne, he paya
compositors about 818 monthly. M. Dupont
explains for himself his view of what con-
stitutes the state of lifc to which it has
pleased Ged tocall ¥rench workingmen 3
“ A workman, even with & family, can
very well livein a sivgle room. His anxiety
for higher wages is scarcely intelligible.
Good rough diet is best for him, and be
and his family can do very well on 8d. &
day, having soup three times, Oné change
of blouse and trousers is sufficient, Om
Sunday he puts on clean things, which he
will'wear ' through ‘the week till Saturday
night, when his change will be ready for
next morning.” Is it any wonder ‘that the
Commune grewto such gigantic proporhonl,
when' a newspaper expressed such sentx-
ments ?

- ‘M. Riviere’s report against Bazaine nyl
11 ,000 soldiers of the army, surrendered at
Metz, diod while prisoners in Germany. It
would have boen preferable and more
glomous if these lives had been lost in a
sortie from the city. The honor of the
army is symbolized in its flags.  Bazaine,
instead of destroying those flagn and there-
by lessening the humiliation of the surender
delivered them to the enemy. Theaccused
held no review, and pever visited the
ambulances. The Duke de .Aumale,
President of the Court Martial, yesterday
ordered Bazaine'’s justificatory memoir to
beread. It deals briefly with only. the
chief points of the indictment ; relates eventa
and leaves the charges unanswered. It
holds the lieutenants resposible for- bad exe
ecution of the movements ordered ; regrets
that they have now turned against him, and .
concludes with the statement that events
were stronger than the writer, whose con-
science reproaches him with nothing. The
President invited the prisoner to rise and
remain standing during the reading of the
heads of the indictment. The Marshal exe

reached wherein he is accused of not doing
evorything prescribed by duty and honor.
A Mapuan. — A terrible ' occtirrence
took place in this city on Saturday of last
week. It was that of o man, whose nnmo
is John Connolly, in a di}
delirinm tremens, The 1] ,
himself about midnight in thy npper story

of everything within his rea&h ~Being .
armed with an axe the: condition of any
person who appro:whed him was daugefous™™
in the extreme. . Seyeml ineffectual at-
tempts were: made ‘at dulodgment and
two constables and & citiven: attemptdd to

but without success, “John F, Fiannagan,

come too near the madman, and he had hn
skull htemlly npht open by ‘& blow from’
_the axo. Afterwards , stationing lum-elf on

threatenod with instant death any one.who-.
approached-him; - Several: shots were fired-
by different mem'bora of the' Palice foiee
for.the purpose of - intimidation; but ‘with.
«ut producing’ any: effect.: For several hourg
.he was allowed to remain at his gmml u

the stairs, hoping:that fie‘might oventgulﬁ

succumb from exhaustion, till atlas€’S
‘dent Williams suggented that hand hooks
should be bronght from . the: fite hall,:and "
the unfortunate breught to_bay., - “The:at
tempt was successful, and soon the yyves
his wrists and himself withun th
Newoombe att.ended. i

were removed; and all the .t.tendance ;nvon
him which his case required. :

hibited deep emotion when the part was -

hamper his actions'by means'of & mattress,

the narrow’ ntmx-wuy the: ‘infuriated being »

-

of the hotel and commenced th% demohtxon S

the man assisting the police; llappened to.




