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ships to the vicinity of Liu.Kung.Tar,
island, and there attempted a last stand.
on Tuesday, Feb. 12, however, be saw
resistarice was in vain and boisted the
white fag (cf surrender. lie offered to
surrer.der bis ships and forts on the soie
iondition that the lives of bis men shouid
be spared, and Admirai Ito accepted
these tersq.

Afier the ternis of surrender had been
agreed tipon, and ail arrangemerts made
by Admnirai Ting, the old man quietiy
c0ilritted suicide, as did also the chief
iniitary coinmianclers. There is sonne-
tbing p:athet:c in the idea of the old sailor
aiter bis gallant defence, arraniing for
the safcty of bis men c'nd then takzing his
own lîfe, probably by an overdose of bis
favorite opium. Pieqiestat in /cîce.
He was the finest specimen of a China-
men I ever met, and he did bis best ta
preserve the eflW:iency of bis fleet in face
of the incompetence and corruption of
bis subordinate officers. After the sur-
render, bis dcad body was placed on a
Chinese sbip to be taken to Tientsin, and
as she passed out of Wei-Hai-Wei barbor
the Japanese fleet lowered their flags te
half-mast and fired minute guns as a tri-
bute te bis bravery.

Thus ended the operations round Wei-
Hai-Weî, and once more the .japanese
arms had acbieved a brilliant trtiumiph.

The Chinese fleet was ail captured or
had ceased te exist, the lananese were-
in fuli possession of tbe twogýreat Chînese
strongbiolds. and new held uindîsputed
commirand of the sea.

The defence of Wei-Hai-Wei was un-
doubtedly a gallant one considering
that the garrison was Chinese, but tbis
does flot appear to have saftened the
beart of the Emperor at Peking. We
Iearn that on bearing of the loss of the

place be îssued an edict ordering the
decapitation of every officiai, both
military and civil, wbo vas present, and
this witbout any further report being
miade to the tbrone. Soldiering bas ats
drawbacks in China as well as elsewbhere.

Let us now glance at the general si-
tuation. We leit the Japanese a st army
suprenie in Manchuria and across the
Lîao River. The 2fld and 3rd armies
are now available for further offensive
movement, and, always supposing that
peace is not conciuded meanwhie, who
shall doubt that, wîib the first breaking
up of the cold weatber, they will be
launched against Tientsin and Pekîng,
and simuitaneously the îst army will
tbreaten those places from the north.

Peking must remain the main objec-
tive of the campaign fromn a military
point of view. Nothing but its capture
wili satisfy the national' jingo feeling in
Japan ; and until the invasion of its sa-
cred precincts by the enemy brings
home to the Chinese Government the
helplessness of their position, 1 do flot
believe that satisfactory terms of peace
wiii be agreed te by them. lersonally,
1 have flot the sligbtest daubt that Japan
can press on and capture Peking witb
the sanie certainty and irresistîbil 'tv
wbich bas characterîzed ber conduct of
the war throughout, and in my opinion
there is no constimmatien more de-
voutly to be wisbed than ber success,
and the humbling <'f China to the dust.

The Iatest news froin the scene of hos-
tilities is as follows :

On March 24 a Japanese force,
strengtb unkiiown, biat prabably furnish-
ed by the 3rd arony fro-n Wei-Hai-Wei,
ided at H-.i.Chow. The Chinese op-

posed the landing, but were repulsed, with
a ioss cf 30j. The viceroy of N ingking
is rep.nrted ta h.ive sent 7,500 troops ta
the relief of H-ai-Chow. The object of
this inovement of the Japanese is diffi-
cuit to see, uniess it be to gain posses-
sion of the Grand Canal, which as one c

th-e main arieries of supply to Pleking.
An advance on Nangking or Chinkiang
by ibis route is also a possibility. Also
on Mlarch 24 the japanese fleet attacked
the Pescadore Islands, and, a!ter bom-
barding the forts defending them, landed
a force wiîich captured themn from the
rear. Ultimately the Islands were seiz.
ed, with a view te their be-oming the Ja-
panese base of aperations against For-
mosa. A few days later the japanese
ships appeared off l'aî-Wan-Foo, the
chief souih-west port of Formosa, and
conamenced boinbarding it. The news
cf the falit af bis place is daiiy expected,
ai-d wîll be but a first step te the ultimate
and inevitabie occupation of the whole
ibland by the japanese.

Owing to ihe regrettable attack by a
fanatic on Li-Hung-Chang, tbe Chinese
peace envoy, the Emperor of Japan bas
ordered an inimediate armistice tilt
Aprii 22nd. Hostîlities are, therefore, sui-
pended, and, in the event of the peace
negotiations being satîsfactorîiy conclud-
ed, the war wîll be at an end. Formo-
sa and the south.of China is, however,
expressly excepted from the ternis cf
the armistice, and the japanese opera-
tions there will continue witbout cessa-
tion,

The interest cf the world is now con-
centrated on the peace negotiations
at Shimonoseki, and what demands
japan is likely to make is a mat-
ter of the most serious political mo-
ment, and one on which 1 have decîded
opinions ; but, besides the limited tame
at my disposai this evening, 1 leet it
would neot be consistent with my position
as an army officer to discuss publicly the
very delicate political questions involved.
1 will cnly say that those politicai per-
sons who speak se giibly of interference,
and cf forcing tbeir views on the japan-
esc Government, somewbat underrate
the difficuliites of pressing an argument
against a great and warlikt nation in
arms, flusbed vith victory, and at a dis-
tance of i2,ooo miles froni Europe.

japan. is undoubtedly destined to be
the greatest power in the Noriherra Paci-
fc, and that tact had better be cheerfully
and cléarly accepted at once, before she
too fuît>' realises ber strength and posi-
tion.

China is a huge pricked bubble, use-
less for offence, bopelessiy divided
against herseif, and a wilderness of bar-
barîsm and stagnation. In the hands of
Western or japanese civilazation some
use may be made of ber teeming mil-
lions, and she mîght even eventualiy be-
corne the great industrial "* Power
House' of the world ; but as a separate
and dominant nation she bas practicaliy
ceased to exist.

The war .is one between civilization
and barbarism, and if tbe latter, in the
guisecf China, sbould triumph, il would
be a disaster te the progress of the whole
world.

And, when we consider the insular po-
sition of japan, lying close te the shores
of a great continent, and when we reflect
on the causes whîcb bave made ber
greatness, may we net draw a parallel in
the simiiariy af our ewn position in Eu-
rope, and take a lesson te ourseives.

What bas contributed more te the
triumph cof japan than ber miiitary orga-
nîzation and magazine rifles, is the abso-
lute devotion and singleness cf purpose
sbown by her people in the presecution
cf the war. On the declaration of war
the strife cf political parties was imine-
diately bushed, and ail alîke, froni tie
Emperer hiniself down te the poorest
coolie, offered al îhey bad, their lives
and ibeir possessions, tewards the fur-
therance cf the national cause. A great
wave cf patrietism passed over the land,
and, backed up by stout bearts and skill-

cd leaders, little wonder that tbat greait
corrupt congiomeration called the Chi-
nese Ermpire went down before it lîke a
house cf cards.

And as it bas been in t1e past and in
this present case,so iv ili ever be. This
war oniy affords us one more striking
pronf cf ýhe everiasting truths tbat
1Unity s Sirengtb," and that patriotism

as the lie blood ai a nation. And if oniy
the great British Empire takes ibis les-
son te beait and combines t'geber with
a ur.ited front a>xainst jhe whole world if
necessary, itt an neyer be shaken on
its bise ; and %%e can hand down intact
tn our chiidren's chîldren the heritage of
that proud boast cf Shakespeare's :
Thbis Engiaiîd never did, nor nev cr-slî; 1l,

Lie at the prend foot of Conqitiror-,
Biit %viien she flast diù beip te wound

lier8ef ;
Coetehue threo cor'ners of the %% orld ini

armî,
And we shali shock themn; nauglit shall

make us rume
If England te Ïierself de rest but trup.

9th Annual General Meeting of The
Ontario Ârtillery Association.

The 91h.Annual Général Meeting cf
the Ontario Artiiiery Association was
larger than those cf the iast 3 years.

Col. H. 1P. Van Wagner, the Presîdent
occupîed the chair.

The Treasurer's stateanent shcwîng a
balance cf $521.15 and the Secretary's
report were adopted.

A résolution takin~z the Firing paints
into accounit in awarding the generat
efficiency pyizes was carried ; the motion
grew froni the fact that the firing points
had net been counted in the generai effi-
ciency of the Field Batteries as pro-
mnulgated in the Général Orders.

The Secretary was directed te write
the Mînister of Militia enibodyinir the
several recommendations as set forth in
the .Executjve Comînittee's report and
urgé him io cause the sanie te be acted
upen ; the recoînmiendatiens reierred te
were " that cificers and miarksmen
detaaled for practîce sheuld be sent te
such practice as part et their annual drill
wîth the pay and allowances of their
rank and upon transport reqîîisîtions and
that wbile under such detai 1 and pay they
willie an ait respects subjecit t Military
Discipline: Pay for four spare herses be
allowed durîng annuai drill in order te
provîde for casualties. A thorough ini-
pection te be made cf all stores at B3atterY
H eadq uarters immediately feilowing
annual drill."

The genéral etil .ency priz s were
awarded as follows:

Pts Pts.
Hamilt.on. .5561 Ottawa....1
Toronto.....552-5 Welland... 5V2
2,1 B. F A....»;).I

The firing,
Pts.

2Toi-onto....127-5
8 Ottawva...1ý6

Pts.
4 Hami1ton.. ..117
5 Ganailoquo .99-5

The fcilowing were elected officers ft r
the year 95 96, President Major J. S.
Hendrie, Hamilton. ; Vice-Presidents Lt.
Cois. A. H. Macdonald, W. MIcler.zie,
F. King, 'Capt. Nei MacNachtan.
Commîttee Lt.-Cols. W. Niccli and W.
McLean, Majors J. H. Mead and 1). C
F. Bliss, Capt. J. A. l-esketh ;Hon'ry
Treasurer Mr. Robert Myles; Hon'ry
Sccretairy Mr. L. Honfray Irving; Hon'ry
Auditor Mr. E. S. Ccx.

At a meeting of the Comniîttee,- the
prize list for 1895, was decided upon $18
10 A.R.C.A., silver cup to gentlemen


