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La Forét, (Marghal McMahon's coun-
¥ soat) i four leagnes from Montargis,
aad as there is no railway from tho latter
fiace to Moncresson, the village adjoin.
g La Fordt, visitors must do the
eagues in a gig or on fuot, If the Sep-
ennate lasts, the host of the Inn de la
doste at Montargis may deem it worth
vhiile to set up a‘fiy or two, but mean-
vhile the sixteen miles of road afford a
food protection to the Marshal agalast
mportunate place-bunters, and this glsd.
lens him, for he gets qaite enouch
vorry from the telegraph boys or Home
)Mfice coutiers, whe = come pelting
‘hrougli Moncresson & dozen times a day
wxith news more or less uapleasant. The
Marrhal contrives to be oant shooting, if
possible, when these bores arrive, and if
any of them should wish to ron bim to
earth among the colza or beetroot fields,
they would bave to 1un loog and fast, for
the hero of Magenta is oue of those men
who can sct out with his gun at nine and
be still potting awsy indefAtigably at
3ve, many hours after his two retrievers,
1is aide-de-camp, and the Marquis Ame-
ot, hizs reighbour asd best sporting
iriend, bave bad enough of it. He is a
taciturn sportsman and an excellent shot.
Bred to tte tricks of partridges from his
earliest routh, he aims stolidly and
snocks tiem over, ot if, perchance, he
misses oice in a day, his chagrin finds
vent in sre of those round expletives
which come very venially from an ohi
soldier. For it must te remembered
1hat the Marshal is emphatically an old
sol.‘ier, snd nothing but that—no politi-
ciar-, dipomatist, or mincer of words.
He hates politics with a rueful sort of
horror, vhich he confesses in his smile-
lusg wa’ to all who talk with him : and
though his friends have succeeded in
persusang him that be has a saving
wmissia to discharge, yet his president.
ship cerstrains him to varieties of pomp
whichare moest repugnant to his natare,
He has n ¥er consented to be trammelled
ju private by the etiquetic of a Comrt. In
Paris be govs periodically on foot to have
kir hsir clipped into bristles Yo the Rue
V,viwue, and afterwards he likes to slip
off and breakfaxt in a private room at
Durind’s or the Café d'Orsay., He i3 a
greet stickiir for uniform—not guite to
the point of utterly eschewing civilisn’s
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dress, lke the late Marshal Qnatel
but dons military undress in hLix
puts on hig kepi to go shooting,
yora e used to make his old regimenty
overconty do duty (a8 dressing Bowng
until. two years ngo, whon he g,
stricken with rbhoumatics, the Duclis
prossed on his acceptance a gengj,
dregsiog gown, furred and ined wme;
#itk, which gorgeous vestment, howovey
he wore with scrrow and compunetioy'
ae tendiog to effeminacy. When g,
Marshint recigns - himself to civill(m'i
clothes hig gaimonts aro stiff and dury
looking as if they had been cut by a pyjr
of sword-bayonets . tied together for
sciesors; vod if ho wore privatuly aske
what causes he considens conduced mos
to the lax diccipline in the Aruy, b,
would prohably allude despoudingiy 1,
the long hair aud the astonishing L\han
walstcoats of Marshal Canrobert ag Ly,
ing been st the root of a great deal of §y
Such sa MocMabon is in exteinals s iy
he in the simpliclly of his charncter ayg
tusten.  He i8 8 plain eater, foclining ¢
Euglisl, good, noderdone roast bewf g
the like ; he smokes bard, tatks lingge
and growls frankly when displeased ; h»,’
can play & wmart yubber, ride fearfoly
at a five-lucred gate despite hisgizte apd
£lx years; and he isa bl Kiadly land.
lord. At La Fordt he lives enfumill,
with bis children, several of the Dugh.
era's inlatives, nnd hik sldes-desamp,
the Maiquis d'Abane, Colonel du Bruye,
M. de Vanlgrewmont, and the Vrince o

St Winock. Most of his servants arg

old soldiers, but he keops fow ol them
loafing aroumi bis halls.  When yog
reach the onter gate of the chatess thoe
is Dot evenn & porter "0 2Mop the way,
much 1 p3 auything lke a guard, s yon
pugh the gate open (it I8 balfcovared
with honeysackles and white roses; apd
walk across the courtyand, which i
pisnted with a teee or two, bat ix woar.
cely thivty yande loug. To the ieft are
the #tables, to the rigntl a lawn and
flower-beds, facing you a ahort flight of
ateps leading tiq the front entmance, Tt
is not a very reigneurial place, derpite
its venerable age, for many of the oid
towers have been demolished to mske
moderts im, rovements, and the mixture
of nrchitectures forms a pile eather fo.
congrmous.  Morcover, tiv apartmiuta
inside are all furuiehed in the latest
Pariclan style.  But, such as it 12, @t.
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