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78) EARLY MISSION WORK AMONG THE INDIANS OF NEW ENGLAND. [Ocr.,

One of the most hopeful fields was Martha’s Vineyard and the adja-
cent islands. Tor forty-four years the Mahews—father, son and
grandson—Ilabored for the good of the poor inhabitants. In 1641, the
Worshipful Thomas Mahew had a grant for settlement of these islandg
and was made the Governor of the English. In 1644, his son Thomus
Mahew, the pastor of the English on Martha’s Vineyard, became greatly
interested in the Indians and began to visit and instruct them in their
homes. He often lodged with them, enduring cold and wet, thus
bringing upen himself many ¢ pains and distempers.” At last be s
won upon them that they were willing to meet for preaching und
instruction, and in a few years his efforts were so much blessed that
“many hundred men and women” in these islands gave evidence of
being intelligent Christians. Ie continued his ¢ painfal labors  til]
1657, when, intending a short trip to England, the ship in which he
sailed was lost. His father took up the work which he had laid down ;
he visited and cncouraged the Indians, and, with the aid of some
native Christians, induced those of Gayhead to yicld to the gospel,
Mr. John Cotton of Plymouth preached to them two years, and in
1670, with the advice of the best men on the island, a church wus
formed at Martha's Vineyard, and Hiacooms, the first convert, was made
pastor.  After this John Mahew assisted his grandfuther until the
death of the latter, when for seven years the chief work devolved upon
him, until he died in 1688, leaving the Indians with well instructed
native teachers, and pretty well established in ways of Christian living,

Before Philip’s war, when the work was most prosperous, there were
about four thousand praying Indians and six churches, two in Massa-
chusetts, one in Plymouth, two in Martha’s Vineyard, and onein
Chappequiddick, an adjacent island.

Some obrtacles to the work were the various dialects in use, and fre-
quent wars between tribes, especially in Counecticut, and the violent
opposition of many sachems, who prevented anv instruction of ther
people. It may be noted that generally only the broken remmants of
tribes showed any inclination tc lead better lives.  The Narragansetts
rcjected all efforts in their behalf s and when Mr. Eliot visited
Philip, hoping to induce him to hear his message, Philip. takinga
button on Mr. Eliot's coat, said * that he cared for hisz gospel justas
much as he cared for that button.™ I7 Mr. Eliot could noi move him,
who could have done it?

At the beginning of Philip’s war, the condition of all the Imlians
had been much improved by the coming of the Iinglish.  The smaller
tribes had been preserved {from destruction by Inglish protectionsa
portion had been greatly benefited by these speeinl efforts in their
behalf, and all, in & measure, by the introduction of seeds, farming
implements and domestic animals, and by the great inerease in ther
trade.




