THE COMMEBRCOCIATL,.

STON &

Millers and Mill Contractors,
BOISSEV.AIN, MAN.

Estimates and Plans furnished for building and remodelling Flour Mills, using Upright and Horizontal Cleaning
Machines, Allis Roller Mills, Gravity and Reel Sealpers, Smith Centrifugal Reel and Inter Elevator Bdlts, Smith
Parifiers, Upright and Horizontal Bran and Shorts Dusters, Cyclone Dust Collectors, The Brown Automatic

Cut Off Engine.

The above list is a combination of the best Milling Ma.hines known to the trade, and with an extensive experieace in Mill Building, we are

prepared to contract for the erection of I
of results,

We are also ageots for all Mull and Ele

for which prices will be furnished on application.

lour Muls, second to none as regards superiority of machinery, cunvenience of operation, quality and ywld
vator Supplies such as Leather and Cotton Belting, Bolting Cloth, Elevator Cups and Boltg, ete,

mast of necessity be smelted here into pig

iron.

The growth of the iron ore trade of the south '

snore of Lake Superiur cannot be better illus
trated than by the statistics of the comunerce
of the Sault Ste  Marie canal, which in 1855
showed that 1,417 tons passed through; in
1863, 147,439 tons; in 1873, 493,408 tons; in
1885, 1,233,122 tons; while in 1889 it reached
the grand total of 4,093,835 tons,  These quan-
tities are of course eaclusive of shipments from
those mines which find an outlet via Escanaba,
which during 1850 brouzht the annnal output
of the Lake Superior mines up to nearly 7,000,
000 gross tons,
TOURIST TRAV EL.

No portion of Canada or the United States
surpasses the Port Arthur Jistrict in its atti'ac-
tiveness as a summer resort. Not only is the
climate perfect and health giving in the ex-
treme, but the scenery is unrivalled, the boating
good, tha trout fishing tie best in the world,
and we have, what no other town of this size
has, first-class hotels and good boarding houses,
in number and capacity suthcient to accommo-
date ten times as many people as annually visit
us.
the railways nor the stcamboat lines display
any encrgy worth mentioning in encouraging
tourist travel, while the rates charged, not only
to tourists, but to our townspeople, are a glar-
ing outrage. For more than twenty yeais
have steamers been plying to Port Arthur, and
to-day passenger rates are higher than they
were two decades agn, §2035 for a trip, by
boat from Port Aithur to Toronte, via Owen
Sound or Sarnia, occupying some 44 hours, is
just as much out of reason as is $30.00 for round
trip tickets from Toronto to Po t Arthur. The

1t is an uncontradictable fact that neither

passcuger has the privilege whileon the steamer |

of cating five meals and sleeping two nights in
a berth. 7This is all the more absurd when one
considers that on the Georglan Bay and Lake
Huron the Great Northern and Cauvadian Pacitic
lines carry excursionists from Torouto to Mac-
kinac and return for 316,00, a trip of which
(compared witha Port Arthur trip) the rail
journey is the same, and the time spent on the
steamer i3 longer, for about one-half the money.
The winter freight rates are even worse than
passenger charges.  As soon as the lake closes
*all ran” rates are nearly “hree times as much

as the “lake and ral” during navigation; in !

other words, the charge is from 81.82 to Sic.
per 100 tbs according to classification insteand
of from 60c to 3%c. We can never hope for the

successful establishment of wholesale houses .

here until this condition of things is changed
and the change will only be brought about by
competition, which the con pletion of the Port
Arthur, Duluth & Western Railway to a june-
tion with the Duluth & Iron Range at the
boundary will render possible.

THE ENLARGEMFNT OF THF ST LAWRENCHE
CAMALS

has excited consideralie interest and comment,
not only from the press, but from the public
men of this country. Sinve thus board first taok
up the question, it has been discussed with
more or less intcrest by other representative
bodies. 'The improvement of the of the princi-
pal locks, excepting those of the Beavharnois
canal, is being procceded with, it is true, but
slowly, but even that is better than not at all
I regret that notling has been dove as yet in
the way of improving the Beauharnois canal, or
constructing a new one to take ity place, and
as this is the largest uncompleted link in the
system it will seriously retard the eventual
completion of the much needed work.

From time to time newsp.per reports say
something of the intentions of the Government

for his products, and a decreased one paid oy
him for what he purchases.

There is considerable complaint about the
progress of work on

THE SAULT STE  MARDT CANAL

when it is considered that during last season
2,635 satling vessels, 6,501 steamers and 443
unregistered craft, with a registered tonnage of
7,221,935 tons, carrying 7.316,022 tons of actual

. freight, cousisting of 1,629,197 tous of enil;

regarding it, but as yet their intentions have

not materialized into actual work. It is time
they did, and every effurt should be put forth

to have Parliament deal with this question and |

dispose of it. The enlargement and improve
meunt of the canals will divert nearly the whole
stream of western traflic to and fiom the sea-
boaid by the 5t. Lawrence, and Montreal bids
fair to be the most impertant of the Atlantic
seaports of North America. Her ait'zens are
at last awakening to therealization of tins faet,
and are grasping in their entirety the important
questions of increased harbor accommodations,
reduced port dues, and better {acilities in every
way for the increased traflic which must be
theirs. For lack of sufficient canal accommo-
dation Montreal has to-day to helplessly stoud
by and see American ports taking from her the
import husiness of a large part of Canada, and
almost all that of the Western States. The
consequence is that outward bound ships de-
mand and get higher rates of freight than from
New York, and were it not for the great ad-

| vantage which the St. Lawrence canals, even

|

l

with their lunited capacity, possess over the
Eric system the Montreal ocean trade would
be very hightmdeed. Tmproved canal seeommn
dation means not only a general lowering of
charges from Montreal to the centres of popu-
lation on both sides of the great lakes, but an
increased prico received by the tiller of the soil

2,298 707 barrels of flour; 16 231,854 bushels
of wheat; 2,143,245 bushels of other gran,
57.561 tons of pig and manufactured iron,
168 250 barrels of salt ; 33,436 tons of copper;
4,005,835 tons of iron ore; 315,354.000 feet of
lumber ; 5.947 tons of silver ore; 33.33% tons
of budding stone; and 312,410 tons of un.
classitied freight, or general merchandise, piased
through the single American 1wk between the
15th day of April and the 4th day of Decenlier,
some idea of the enormity and increase 1 the
tratlic may be gathered.  The slightaceulentto
the coffer dam last fall shows what a linle
thing might paralyze the whole commerce :f |
the great lakes, and how important 13 the |
prompt completion of the Canadian lock

FORT FRANCIS LOCK,
When this work was started during the
Mackenzie regime, the intention was to use the

" water stretches in connection with the then

proposed  method of building the Canadian
Pacific Rulway. When this plan of building
the railway was abaundoned, so was the loc,
although a large amount of money had been
expeaded. I am credibly informed that a very
small amount properly espended woull make
the lock passable for large steamers.  With the
inexpensive improvements in the navigation
the Rainy River contemplated by the Doannica
Government there would be uninterraptedf:
navigation from Sturgeon Falls on the casteraf,
end of Rainy Lake, to Rat Portage on the Lkt ;
of the Woods. By the building of 90 mules f
the Ontario and Ramy River railway from Sacd.
Lake westward to Sturgeon Falls, Port Arthef 3
would be brought within 130 nales of this
immense stretch of navigable water, on whid:
the distances are, approximately as follows
across Riainy Like 53 miles; the Rawny Riné
$0 miles; the Lake of the Wouds to R
Portage 72 miles, or tu the Northwest angle
the Lauke of the Woods 48 miles. Allt
territory aud its trade on both sules of t§
boundary would be rendered tributary to o
Arthur, There is to-day ou the North dmef. ‘
can continent no other such an area of valaal
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