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line, the result is that the company is onco
wore complote, tho men of cach fours ro.
united, and e compa 1y a good line for an
advanco if that be thought oxpedient. May
itnot bo that this is a better modo of mal~
ing an advance than to bring n new tine up
to walk over the skirmishers? I am glad
to know that in urging this [ am following
so high an authority as Sir Garnet Wolseloy,
who thinks that those who aro up in the
front must bo kept to the front to the end,
1f this be sound, then | submit, that in no
better way could an advance in line, or cven
a charge, be prepared for, than Ly pushing
forward men in such o way as to cuomplete
tho unit to which the men in the lino of
skirmishers belong, supplementing, if ne.
cessary, from theregimental veserve. Is not
this Lotter than the German idoa of making
a section which is skirmishing close in wher
+ support is sent forward? 1s it not botter to
prevent the veed for any such awkward and
dangerous proceeding to restoro the original
tactical form, by arringing that reinforce-
mont shall of itself be tactical restoration ?
The German plan isliko cutting a log into
lengths, and alterwards trying again to join
them end to end, while that 1 propose is
more like sawing it lengthways into planks,
and afterwards laying tliem one to the other
like a laminated beam. And hero my be
noticed in speaking of detail what was .en.
tionea before; that there is need (o be care.
ful how anything is adopted frohi the Prus
sian tactics that has not beon tested under
adyerse citcumstances. ‘Taclics which will
only avail to win viclories, and will not hiclp
to prevent disastsr from becoming destruc.
tion, are essentially faulty. Now, nothing
can be more certain than this that if' reten.
tion aud recovery of tactical unity aro need-
ful when troops are forced to -fall back, If
in falling back they can fall mto themw own
paces in the tactical unit from which they
were sent out, they may soon rally and re
cover their lost ground’; or even supposing
that this be not possible, thoy are much
more likely to make a comparatively safo
and orderly retreat. Unecan hardly ima-
gme a devico more unsuited to the position
ot a force overweighted and obliged to re
tire, than this Prussian mode of recovering
original lactical formn, Andifit bo answer
ed that,in retiring it would not be attempt
el, then the counter-answer i3 plan, that
the retreat will be worse organized than the
adrance, when the very opposite should bo
the cage. Itis possible thit men puslnag
on to victory may not fail thaough being
somowhat out of shape, whereas men retir.
ing beaten must suffer more or less from be-
ing thrown adrift from theiwr trae posiuon
in tho tactical body thoy belong, to.

E The skirmishers should be directly com:
imanded by the captain, and he ought to
+ havo with him a largo proportion of .he su
; pernumeraries.  An oflicer should command
.the support.  Eich major should oxercise a
genoral supervision over ono half of \he
companies which are in skirmishing order,
tho colonel sepervising the whole,and mak
g uso of the regimental resarves as ocea-
sion may require.

In this way,only a fourth of cach captain’s
command being oxtended, ho would be able
toattend to them efliciently, to work them
forward by personal direction, and with lit
tlo risk of blundering or of his being unable
to prevent wavering, which is most conta-
gious unless instantly checked. He would
in short, possess in tho highest degreo all
those advantages of a concentrated com
mahd, instead of a 1éng and attenuated one,
which havo been alroady noticed in speak.
n3of the principles, Each rank captain,
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mijor and colonel, would command g
rectangular forc», 8o to spealk, ag shown
in thoe divgram, which represents o

battalion of six companies, with four light

ing  compnnies and  two in regimental
W
reserve, The distances are  not given

with any exactitude, the sola object being
to show how a captain commands a rec
angle, eich major o larger rectangle, and
the colonel witha reserve in hand commands
tho entive force, Thus thero is a regular
umd convenient division of command fiom
front to rear,

A3 regards the support,
much whether it is aay
at one distince from
would probally Lo bot
my he called a short
would thus be at vary
the enemy, and the leading men of the echo
lon being not very far from the skirmishers,
oxders could be casily conveyed. This how:
ever is & matler of detail of sucl; importance
that one would like 10 seo experimants tried
before expressing n decided opinion upon
it. Therefore in tho digram tho supports
aro represented in a straght line, as at
present, only in extenrled onder,

A Balt liny of siz companics of One INtndred
Men cach—Foyr companics extended, Tico
- tn Regimental Reserve.

I doulit very
15ablo to keep 1t all
the fighting line, It
ter to worlc itin what
cchiclon of men. They
ing ranges ns regards

SRIRMISHERS.
(Being first row of fourdo p extended.)

Sverorrs.,

(Being second row of four deep extended.)

com
——

First Reserve.
(Beiug the thirdind fourth rows of fourdeep)

——

Reemiextat. Reserve,

I might proceed now to argue at length
in favour of my proposal giving elaborate
and varied illustrations, but to Jdo this fully
would swell my essay far beyond a reason-
able size, and probably put it outside the
bounds oftthe reader’s patienco, wkile to do
it on'y partially would be unsatisfactory, I
prefer therefore lo leave what I have said
without elaboration, feeling sure that if 1
havo succeaded in presenting the mattor in
such a form as to command the attention of
those who ave better informed and have
professional experience in military matters,
the question whether there is any valuo in
tne suggestions mado will soon be satisfac:
torily settled,

Beforo conclading, hotvever, there are one
or Lwo matters, not directly connected with
the subject I have heen treating of, but
which still, it is hoped I may be excused for
bringing under notice, having this opportu-
nily. One of these is tha question how the
regimental supply of sparo ammunitivn
should bo carried, I tbmk 1t was demon-.
strated by what happened during tho late
Autumn Monwuvres that tho present am-
raunition cart plan is totally unworkable.
The fighting hss to be carried on in ground
whoero nothing on wheels can go, and itis
Just whero the broken and fenced ch wacter
of tho ground makes cart traflic impossiblo

that there is likely to bo most need of un:

“to injure their working

extra supply of ammunition.(q) Bosides this
there seems to Lo no organization whatever
to keop up acommunication between the am-
munition reservo and those who may requiro
to use it; and the ammunition cart itself 1
furanged in such a way, thebifit js disabled,
orits driver or ono of ilg horses killed, il
would be very difticult to bring forward ils
contents at all, I would humbly suggost
that the spare ammunition should ba distric
buted on pack horses, the numbor boing
proportioned to the strength of tho regiment
(say one to overy 170 or 200 men}, and that
three men should bo attached to each pack
horso, the ammunition being go arranged
that it could be easily and rapidly carried
forward when required. In tlns way, it could
bo kept in rear of the first reserve of the
reserve of the companios that were engaged,
and nothing less destructive than a stono
wall or precipico need turn it off the
straight line.ql)

The other matter I would like 1o notica is
the way in which tho soldier is loaded. Un
der tho new system, where thero must be
raptd rushes from one cover to another, it is
absolutely necessary that the soldier should
be freed of all unnecessary sveight,nol moere-
ly to enable him to run well, but also to
prevent the excessive exertion destraying
his other qualities, lessening his shooting
powers, wearing him out too so0on, and also
unfitting him for intelligently taking up and
obeying ordess. It wag Doticed often during
tho JManceuvres that men with full packs,
after running some distance, had such ful.
ness of blood in the head, and consequent
rushing in the ears, that they were incap*
able of taking in orders at all, and quite un-.
fit to aim or fire steadily, It cannot be
doub_t,ed that every ounce of weight takon
off will diminish the risk of such defects,
and is well worthy of consideration whether
many things now ordered to bo carried by
tho soldier might not bo put in the baggago
waggons. The risk of wa;zgons and mep not
meoting at-night-is-a_coniingent, rink, which
can hardly beset against disndvantages re-
sulting from permanently loading men go as
powers. At all
events, let everything that can be dispensed -
with for a day or two be withdrawn from tho
kit—bhlacking, soap, pipeclay, combs,
brushes, razors, and every other thing that
may for campaigning purposes be considered
as de luce. Lven as regards other and more
necessary articles, if most of them were with
the baggage, the men would be 1n no differ.
ent position from thatof officers now, who
inthe ovent of thero being any bitch pre-
venling the meeting of the corps and its
waggons at night, haveno chango of cloth-
ingof any kind. :

I now closo this essay, thankiog tho reader
who has got to the end of it, for Ins patience,
and in tho hope that, at least hersand there
hie has found something which has interestesd
him on the great question to which it ro
lates,

e

(a)This was very forelbly fllustrated at tho Bat-
tle of \Witey,on September 8th, when the ammu -
hitlon eart attached totho 3rd ‘Provisional Balta-
lon, owing to tho nature of tho ground, could not,
have been avatlablo to three fanrths of tho bat-
tallon from the moment the fighting began.”

()1 was not awnre when T wrote the above,
that a plan similay to this had been tried insome
parts of Indig, and found to work well,

Two ico boats from Ogdensburg have been
cruising around a good deal of late, and they
have made some very fast time. 3Mr. Wells
left Brockvillo tho other day m one, and
made the distince between that town and
Ogdensburg—same twelve miles—in teq
minutes.



