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Tue anoual congregational mecting of the Presbyterian
Chutch, Cobhourg, was held in the lecture reom recently.
It was largely attended, and was one of the most surcessful
of the series held in the history of this prosperons Charch,
The pastor, Rev. Mr. McCrae, after apening the meeting,
spoke of the benefit deriv-d from social intercourse with
cach other and acquaintance with the spiritual and secular
work of the congregation (or the past year. The fir-t 1e-

ort was read hy Mz, Joseph Hendersan, the Session Clerk,

t gave a clear and interesting account of the «piritual
results of the preaching of the Word, the holding of
recular and coltape prayer meetings, the Bible class and
Sahbath school, and showed that through these instrumens
talities, many—vespeciatly  ung peoaple —hd been imduced
to declare for the Master and ally themselves with the
Church.  The next reports related to missionar, work, Mr.
Jeftrey, on Lehalfof the Ladies’ Misswnary Association, read
a very interesting statement of the wark carried on by them
and of the contributions received during the year.  Mr,
Joseph Halmes, treasurer of the regular missionary saciety,
stated the amount paid to him by the collectors, but as
the annual meeting had nnt yet been hel ), he was nut in a
position to say to what Scliemes it would be allacated, The
total amount at present paid in to bath associations is $466.
This sum will be increased at the annval meeting,  Mr. N.
F. Macnachtan read the next twa reports : one on behalf of
the lady president of the * Willing Warkers " ; the other,
the report of the Younp People’s Association,  The ¢ Will.
ing Workers” are the ladies of the congregation, who are
at all times ready to visit the sick, care for the poor and do
oth-r grod work, They hold weekly sewing meetings, and
the proceeds of their handiwork are devoted to assisting 2
fund for the erection of a new Sabbath school and lecture
room. The Young People’s Assaciation has the <ame ulti
mate object in view, but is carried on in a different manner.
Its organization aime to brng the young people together,
and by readings and lectures to give them a taste for a
higher class of literature than what is generally (ourd in the
hands of the young. The report of the manapers, read by
the secretary, Mr. Spence, gave an account of the various
work dane by them during the past year, and mapped out
new schemes for the coming year.  The last report was that
of the treasurer, Mr. I, A. Macnachtan., The treasurer
had been enabled to pav all amounts due by the congrega.
tion, amounting to $2 7350. ard still has a balance an hand,
besides unpaid contributions.  The tmilding fund debt was
nearly extinguished, the last instalment, $400. due in July
next, having been arranged for.  Before the mecting ad-
journed f ¢ relreshments, Mr. Macnachtan said he had been
deputed by the congregation to eapress the high esteem
which they catertained for Mz, McCrae as their paster, and
for Mrs. McCrae as his co-warker. “They 2es r- & him not
only to convey this in wards, hut in the more tangilile farm
of a cheque for $100. The reverend gentleman was taken
by surprise at the unexpected gift.  He thanked Mr. Mac-
nachtan and the congievation for their manifestations of love
and esteem, and assured them he would ever cherish the
kindly feelings which proempted the action and on behat( of
Mirs. McCrac and bimscelf, sincerely thanked them for their
kind wishes and liberal gift.  Afterward new manavers were
electedinthe place af thoseretising, and votes of thanks passed
to the choir for their cflicient services, to the gentlemen who
had presented repors, and to the managers for their careful
government of the temporal affairs of the Church.

PRESUVTERY OF HURON.—This Preshytery held a meet-
ing in Clinton on the 1st Febrvary, Mr. Barr, Mederator,
presiding.  The remit on cowperation with other Churches
was disapproved of. Mr. McDanald, on behalf of the
commiltee appointed to consider the remit an marriage with
a dereased wife's sister, tead a report recommending that
the remit be not approved of, and giving reasons thetelor.
Some of the rcasons were adopied, and a commitice ap
pointed to draft a deliverance in accodance with the rea-
sons and the discu-sson thereon, and teport at next meeting
of Presbytery. A deputation was appoint d, conswsring of
Messts. McCoy and McLean, to visit Kinburn and the
conpregation of Buens Church, Hullett, with the view of
orgamizing a statwn at the former place. It was resolved
to hold an open conference on the State of Religion at
the next meeting of Prestiytery, duting the afternoun sede-
runt.  Messis. Musgrave and S mpson were appaointed to
address the mccling of the Woman's Forcipn Missionary
Presbyterial Secicty at next mceeting of Presbytery.  The
next meeting is to be held in Clinton on the secand Tuesday
of March at hall-past ten a.m.—A. McLeaN, Pres. Clerk,

MONTREAL NOTES.

The annual repart of St. Paul’s Chureh, for 1886, has
just been issuzd in pri ted form. It is a pamph et ol
thiny-six pages, tastefully printed, and with cortain aew
features nt usually { und in such reports,  Besides a calen-
dar for 1887, and the names and addresses of all heads of
familics, it has a bric stytemen' of the several Schemes of
the Chuich, and on a large fulded sheet a plan of the .
tetior of the chuich, with the arrangement of the pews and
the names of those occupying them. The communicant
number 590, a net addition of £ftecen during the year.  The
pew rents realized $7,.501, and the Sabhath piate collee-
tions, $3.443. The cxpenditure for purely cungregational
purpnses was $13.530. There is no dela on the chuich
property.  The mussionary contributions by e schedule
system amounted 10 $5.097. These range in amounts from
St 1o $500; the highest contributions from individuals
heing onc of $500, one vl $300, onc of $350, onc of $z30,
one of $200, onc of $130, onr of $130, onc of $125, onc of
$103, three of $100, onc of $S3, «ne of $75, 1wo of Seo,
twenty of $50, ete,, cte.  In additien, the congregation
raisc $1.200 annually for the rupport of a miscionary in
India. The total contributiont last year were 3$26.010, of
which $11.245 were for congregational and $14,765 for mis-
sionary and bencvolent purpses.  The averace contnibu-
tion, per communicant, was $44.08, namely: $19.06 for
congregational and $25.02 for benevolent objects.

An interesting lecture was delivered in Erskine Church,
by Mr. A. C. Hutchison, before a large audience, an
Mondav evening, under the auspices of the Young People’s
Assucintion.  The subject was ** Northern luly,"” :\erh\:
lecture was lustrated by My, Tlutchison by a series of
stereopticon views. It was highly appreciated by those
present.

Mr. A. G Nichals, son of the Rev. J. Nichols, delivered
a lecture on Tuesday last, in the ball of St. Mark's Church,
on *“ Water," i'lustrated hy numerous chemical expenments.
Theve was o large attendance of the members and friends
of the Mutual Tmprovement Assaciation of the Church, anid
the entertainment was heartily enjoyed. Mr. A. G. Nichols
is a young man of nuch promise.  [le was ane of the best
scholars that ever passed through the high school here.
He is now a student of the first year in McGull, where he
takes a foremost position,

The students of the Preshyterian College here have just
contributed the sum of $25 for the support of a nauwve
teacher unider the Rev, J. W. Mackenzie, Efatg, and a simi.
Iar sum for a teacher under Rev. 11, Robertson, Eromanga.
This is the third year in succession that the students have
raised $50 for the work in the New Hebides.

Last year was one of the best in the history of St
Andrew’s Chure%, Lachine—Rev. J. Cormack, pastor.
With forty-cight familes and ecichty-four communicants,
there were raised by pew rents, $789, and by plate collec:
tions $607. The contribuwtions for the Schemes of the
Church amounted to $371.25 3 the average ewving ver mem-
ber being $16.60 for congregational and $6.80 (or mis-ion-
ary objects—a total of $23.40 per commumcant. After
weeting all expenses, there remained a balance on hand of
$356 at the close of the year.  Though few in numbers, ths
congregation pays its minister $1.000 per apnum  and
manse, ant the large excess of receipts over expenditure
seems to indicate that they are not to rest satisfi=d very long
with giving even this sum as salary,

A number of years ago Preshylerianism was regarded as
equally *strong—numerically and financially—in Toronto
and Montreal. T ronto has made very ranid strdes in re-
cent years, and to day the membership of our Church there
is fifty por cent. grea‘er than in Montreal, the figures being
in rrund numbers, Mnontreal, 4 000 communicants, Taronto,
6 000. Comparing the twe Preshyteries, we find the dispro-
purtion ahout the same asin the cities— Montreal Preshytery
having 8.000 communicants, and Toronto Presbytery
12000. In Taranto there are some seven congregations
not self-supporting ; while'no fewer than sixteen of the con.
gregations in the Preshytery of Montreal require assistance
in the support of their ministers.  Comparing the cengre-
gations in the two cities we find that there is raised :

IN MONTREAL CUTV,

For salaries.. .. .$20.276.. ...Average §
For Schemes ... 19.603...... o
For all purposes. . 89,466..... . *

IN TORONTO ClTYV,

Farsalaties . .. $32.000.......Average $3.48
For Sehrmes. . 235778....... “ 4.29
For all pu-poses. . 135.575.-..... ¢ 2259

The average eiven per member is thetefore nearly the
same, for Church purposes, in both cities, and if this could
be ascertained, it wonld probably be found that the giving
puwner on the average is about the same,

The Rev. R. V. McKibhin was inducted to the pas-
tarate of \NVest Farnham on Friday evening—Rev. Messrs.
Fleck, Dewey. Macfarlane and Cruikshank taking part an
the scrvices. Though the congregation is at present small,
the town is growing, and there s a fair prospect for ous
cause. The church is very neat and substantial, and there
is taom on the property for a manse, which it is hoped the
cangregation may be able 10 erect soon. Mr. McKibhin
s their first pastor, and it 1s hoped his ministry may be
greatly blessed.

Sir J. W. Dawson lcctures on Friday evening in the
David Morrice 11all on ** Christtan Missions in the ast,”
under the anspices of the Students’ Missionary Society.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS :—Dr. Reid has reccived from A
Young Frietdd, $2, equally tn Home and Foreipn Miesions 3
A Friend, $5. Pointeeaux-Trembles; E. 1. G., Ottawa,
3510, [lome Missiones A Frend of Missions, $50, Home
Missions, and $50, Church and Manse Building Fund ;
Friend, $2, Home Missions. 31, Foraign Missions; W,
R.. $5, Home Micsions, &8, Foreign Missions, and &4,
Widows' and Orphane’ Fund ; E. C., $1, Jewich Missions 3
A Friend, Paisley. $20. cqually to Home and Fareign Mis.
sions, French Evangelizauon, Pointe-aux-Trembles and
Jewish Missions.
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4 ABRAHAN OFFERING ISAAC.

GotpEN TEXT.—" God will provide Himsclf a lamb
for a burnt-offering.”’~~Gen. xxii. S.

SHORTER CATECIHISM.

Gen. 333
1e14e

Questicn r2.~—God sustained a direct and intimate vela-
tion with man in his statc of innocence. Ile enteted v to
covenant with him. A covenant is an agrecment bindirg
on those who atc partics 10 it.  God promiscd man an
cverlasting  continuance of 1lis favour on omdition that
man should yield a petfect abedicnee to the will of G,
Tt was 2 willing ohedience that was required, for no wiher
could be perfect.  The test of obedicnce was not to cat of

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, It was not
the eating or nout eating In itsell that constituted the first
transgression; it was the disubedience of God's direct coms
mand, and the vivkation of God’s covenant, The test of
man’s obediznce was not only prompted by tne promise of
Ife, but there was the deterring eflect of the penalty that
should follow disvbedience 3 that penalty was death—phy-
sical, spiritual and cternal.

INTRODUCTORY.

Abraham had remuved from the neighbourhood of Ie-
Lran and was sojourning i Southern Palestine, near Beer-
sheba, the well of the oath, so named from the covenant
entered into and ratified with Atumelech,  Itis computed
that Isaac at this time was about twenty-five years of age.
Jusephus makes a statement to that eflect, .

I. Faith Tried —~The lesson opens with the statement
that God did tempt Abraham. When the Authonzed
Version was made the word tempt had a wider signtficance
than now attachkes to it. It dues nat and cannot mean that
Gud would tempt any one to do wrong,  That is impos-
sible. The Revised Verdun brngs out the true meaning
—God did prove Abraham. In the trad of Abiabam God
had a purpose. Tt was not merely ta test the strength of
fanth and try the character of Abraham only for his own
stke, hut in his representative capacity as the Father of the
Faithful. This was the supreme test of Abraham's whole
life, To God's command Ahratam makes a prompt re-
spanse,  As hie hat learned to trust Gud, so he is ready to
ohiey Him implicitly. The command is, Take now thy
sun, thine only son, whom thou loves', even Isaac, and
offer him for a burnt affesing This was God's command.
Abraham could have no doubt about it, I* was no mere
unagination. Frequently God had spoken to him before,
and he cannot suppase that he is mistaken now. To what
a strain this puts his whnle nature, The father’s heart
waould bleed for his san, his only son, the son of his love,
even Isaac, so long promised, through whom all the nations
were to be blessed.  Fe was to take this son of promise to
a distant mountain which God would indicate. If the
strain is marvellous, so 1s the obedience.  There is no ques-
tioning of God's command. e who had interceded for
the city of Sodom does not plead for escape from this ter-
ribile trial. The submissive self sucrifice ol Abraham Las no
human parallel. In the morning all preparations wess made,
and father and son, with two attendants, set forth i their
memorable journ-y.  Oa the thied day the place that God
had designated was seen. It is generally hetieved that Mount
Mariah, where the temple was afierward bwilt, and near
where the great sacnfice of the Lamb of God was offered,
was the place where Ahraham hwlt his sacnificial altar,

11. Faith Triumphant.—\Vhen they neated the spnt of
the awful trial father and son went on alone, the attend-
ants being left behind.  Whether they had  discoursed to-
gether while journeying thither the narrative is silent.
Now, however, Tvaac speaks wondennely and inquiringly
as to the sacrificial preparations.  Behold the fire and
wood ; but whiere is the lamb for the burnt.offering?
Abraham’s faith does not fail at this supreme moment.
11e answers, no doubt, with antensity of feching, My son,
God will provide Himse!f with a lamb for a burnt-offering.
The destined place is reached, the akar 1s erected, the wood
13id in order upon it,  Isaacis bound as sacrificial victines
were bound, and he was laid on the altar.  Wondesful also
is Isaac’s submission, Neither muninur nuor resconstrance is
recorded. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took
the knife to slay his son.  The trial of Abrahaw’s faith and
obedicncce is now complete.  Having gone so far, he cannot
falter now. God interposes.  In that awful crisis, welcome
beyond the power of eapression would be the voice of Gud.
Twice is Abraham's name called and his quick response is,
lere am 1. ‘Then comes the commaad, Lay not thine hand
uponthclad s . . . now I hnow that thou fearest God,
.\‘\c‘clng thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from
avie.

11I. The Substitutionary Sacrifice.—Abraham bhad
proved that he was willing to give up what was dearer 1o
him far than his own life. The mast precious possesssion
he had was freely and obediently laid on God's altas. In
the case both of Abraham and Isaac the surrender is com-
plete.  Apart from the voluntary sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus there is no more complele example of scif-consecra-
tion to the will of God than that recorded in these verses.
On looking round Abraham saw a ram caught in a_thicket,
that he takes and offers on the altar for a burnt-offenng in
the place of Isaac. With thankful heart he names the place,
Jchovah.jitch, the Lowd will provide.  Often, inhis previous
life history, he had expericnced the truth of this saying, but
now he had scen its most impressive instance.  When sur-
rounded by dufiiculites and dangers, hisdescendants remem-
bered the trial of Abrabam's faith, and it 1s said Jebovah-
jireh became with them = proverbial expression. It mx
be that Absaham did not understand God's purposc when
he was called upan to make this the greatest sacrifice of his
life, but theze i nuthing far-feiched in the idea that the sac.
rifice cnabled him to sce more clearly than cver the need of
the one truc sac ifice for sin.  Jesus smd, Abrabam <aw my
day afar off, and was glad. In the offering of Isaac by
Alnham we sce the sacnfice of Christ typified.  There was
cntire scif-surzender in the case of both. Christ said, I
delight to do Thy will.  Abrabam was prepared to give his
son as ] sacdhice, bt God gave His only bzgotten Son, and
for Him there was no substunte.  He endured the cross.

FRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Whatever is most valuable is subjecied to the severest
tests. So is it with faith and character.

Ve may olten wonder at the nature of the trials to which
we are suljected, but we may be sure that if they are sub.
missively bora, trey will be productive of blessing.

Faith and olicdicncealways go together.

The tsial of faith should cver result in more complete
consccration.

The Great Sacrifice has been offered and accepted.  Be-
held the Lamb of God, that taketh awaythe sins ofjthe world,



