138

Toe ebutiae 60 aqrientture tor Yobr Seothn,

LARLY SPRING GRASSIES,

The Earry Sriixe Grasses have
hitherto oceupied very little attention in
this Province.

Noaa Scotia is obvionsly well suited as
@ ceacing country.  The oue drawback
wider which our furmers labour is the
long winter, duving which animals have
to be kept upon dry fodder. Our dry-
feed season is not indeed quite so long as
that of Upper Canada and the Western
States, for our grass lands remain long
grecu in the fall, and we seldom really
suffer from summer drought ; but. never-
theless, the winter is a dreary time for
the farmer’s stock. Could we shorten
the winter, how great would be the ad-
vantage! But let not owr farmers call
upoun Jupiter to help them vut of the lung
winter, but rather put their shoulders to
the wheel, and try to shorten it. Al
who try can do it.

How is it to be done? It may be done
in two ways:—first, by growing crops
that will give a late bite in the fall, and
carry stock into the winter in good con-
dition ; secondly, by raising early spring
feed. This muy be done as is practised
in England on sheep farms where carly
Jamb is an object. by sowing ficlds of win-
terryc. But this, and some other methods
that might be referred to, would, in this
Province, involve labour and expense
sufficient to counter-balance, in many
cases, the advantages obtained. The plan
that seéms to be best adapted to the pre-
sent circumstances of Nova Scotia, as in-
volving least Inbour, and being . most cer-
tain in its results, is to introduce into our
grass lands such grasses as are known to
start early in spring. Timothy and clover
may probably never he surpassed as a
summer grass crop in this country. But
it is well known that there are many
grasses that make considerable growth in
the spring before either timothy or clover
have started.  All early grasses. however,
are not suited to the object in view.
Whilst we write, the fragrant 1loly Grass
(Hicerochloa borealis) is already in blos-
som on the bauks of the Sackville river,
50 also the swectseenied Vernal Grass,—
and by the waysides in Halifax the
little Poa annua will svon begin to flower.
But none of these grasses are suited to
yield a large amount of nutritions foud.
It is otherwise with the much despised
Couch Grass ( Tyiticum repens), which is
nearly the first common grass to show a
green blade in spring, and it at the same
time grows so vigorously, and has such a
store of nourishment in its creeping root,
as to bear any reasonable amount of eating
down without arresting its growth. Couch
Grass, although such a noisome weed in
lands where the ground has to be stirred,
is nevertheless a very valuable grass in
pastures, and even grass lands intended
for hay,

Botanically the Couch is ‘own-brother’
to wheat : and, in Nova Scotia, if properly
used, might be not inferior to it in agri-
cultural value.  On Canadian tarms it is
not nncommon 1o have a pateh of Couch
handy to the barn yard to adord carly
feed for horses and other valuable stock s
yet, the Couch has rather taken pussessivn
spontancously than been encouraged by
the farmer.  If our wild and uniwproved
hill pastures in Nova Scotin could Le
simply covered with a turf of Couch, they
would yicld ten times the amount of her-
bage which they at present do with their
tufty mantle.

But there is an early grass which is of
morce importance as yielding early feed,viz.
the Meadow Cutstail, (lopecurus praten-
sis.) This giass resembles Timothy in ap-
pearance, but has softer heads. Befure the
middle of last monti, (May), Alfved
Thonms, 13sq., of Windsor, had sent to us,
from a fickl on his farm, long stalks of this
grass, with fully formed heads an inch and
a half long.  We showed them to many
persons in IHalifax, all of whom were
nore o Jess incredulous as to their having
Lieen produced this season. The following
is M. Thomas’s note accompanying the
speeimens i—

Wendsor, May 14, 1866.

Dear Sm,—I enclose you two speci-
mens of the Meadow Catstail as you re-
quested me to lust full. I think, by com-
parison, they arc the real Alopecurus
pratensis. 1 think you will agree with
me that any grass thus far advanced in
an unuswvally backward spring, will be of
great value, when the necessity of sowing
grasses, cspecially for pasture, is fully re-
cognized. I will semt you another spe-
cimen when in Dloom. This was picked
on the dyke yesterday. The grass is un-
usnally backward this year. 1 recollect
to-morrow twelvemonth  walking  with
M. Hendry through the dyke to Mur-
tock, when we had to find paths through
the long grass ; now there is hardly a site
for cattle on the best dyke.

Yours traly,
Avrrep THoMas.

THE ELLERSIHOUSE EXPERIMENT
WITH WINTER WHEAL

Last fall, J°. Ellershausen, Egq.. laid
down a very large breadth of Winter
Wheat, (several hundred acres we believe)
on the newly-cleared land of Ellershouse.
We are happy to learn that the wheat
has passed safely through the winter, and
gives promise of a good return. The
winter was severe, but the spring has
been very favourable. This is one of the
largest experiments in the growing of
winter wheat that has been tried on a
Nova Scotian farm for many years, and
its suceess may induce others to follow.

ACT AGAINST RINDERPEST IN
NEW YORK STATE.

AN ACT to prevent the introduction
and spread of the disense known as the
rinderpest, aud for the protectivn of the
flucks and Lerds of sheep and cattle in
this State from destruction by this ad
other infectious diseases.

Passed April 20, 1866; threefifthy being
present.

The people of the State of New York, represented
wn Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows :

Srction 1. Tt shall be the duty of the health
ofticer of the port of New Yorl: in atdition to the
danies now imposed on hiun by existng law, to
examine and enquire whether any animals are
bronght in any vessels ariving at said port in
violation of any regulation of Jaw passed hy the
Congress of the United States prohibiting the
impurtation of such auimals.

§ 2. Whenever auy animal brought as a ship’s
cow, with no intention of landing the same or of
violating any such law or regulation of Congress
ag aforesaid, the same shall be earefully examined
and hept in gaaranune for the space of at least
twenty-oue days, and if any svmpton of the in-
fection or incubation of the discase commonly
Khnown as the rinderpest or any other infectious
or contagions disease shall present themselves, 1t
shall be the duty of the snid health oflicer imme-
diately to cause the said animal or anunals to 1.2
slanghtered, and their remains boxed with a
sufiicient quantity of quick lime, sulphate of iron
or other dismnfectant, and with suficient weights
placed in =aid bhox to prevent the same from
flonting, and to be cast into the watas of the
said por: It shall also be his duty to cleanso
and disinfees by suitable agencies the berth or
gection of the ship in which said animat or ani-
mals were lyinge or slanghtered, and also to eause
the clothing and persons of all taking care of the
same or cugayed in slaughter and burial to be
cleansed aud disinfected.

§38. William Kelly, of Dutchess county,
Marsena R, Patrick, of Ountarie county, and
Lewis F. Allen, of Erie county, are herehy ap-
pointed as commissioners under this act, and
with power and duties as kereinafier enumerated,

§4. Inthe event of auy such disease as the
rinderpest or infectious disease of cattle or sheep
brealangs out or being; expected to exist in any
loeality in this State, it shall he the duty of all
persons owning or having any interest whatever
i the sand cattle, immediately to nounfy the said
conunissiotiers or any one of them of the exist-
anee of such disease ; wherenpon the said coin-
wissioners shall establisha sanitary cordon around
sieh locality.  And thereupon it shall be the Quty
of the said commissioners to appoint an assisiant
commissioner for such district, with all powers
conferred by this act on the sail commissioners
or their agents or appointees, which sakd assist-
ant commissioner shall immediately proceed to
the place or places where such disease 15 reported
10 exsst, and cause the saild animal or animals to
he separated from all councetion or proximisy
with or to all other animals of the ruminant or-
der, and take such other precantionary measures
as shall be deomed nccessary; and if i s
opinion the said disease shall he incurable or
threaten to spread to other animals, to cause the
same hinmediately to be slanghtered, their rem uns
to he deeply buricd, aud all places in which tho
said animais have heen contined or kept, to be
cleansed and disinfected by any of the agencics
above mentioned ; and also to cause the same to
be carcfully locked or barred s0 as to prevent all
access to the same by any animals of a like kind
for o period of at least one mouth.  Any animal
thus slaughtered shall be appraised under the
supervision of said commissioners, and onc-half
of the value of said animal shall be paid by the
State to tho owner thereof. - . ..
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