
^ iftpJstMtd 4Md vindiisiid, in

AmI I tkiak eke SUtnct of tke NewTeftiireae, u
to this, fufficicntljr Kcounted for, from the p«rtic«iUr

Circuasftancea or that Dfy. Ths Gofp«! was &r(t

pubH&cd CO the yewj, a People, vaftiy tenacious of
liwir ancieut CuftoMi ; ooteriouAy ohninacc and fu*

per^ilioHt. Ic wu nmtffkry, chercl«rt,thac tht mw Dif*

•enfatioB (houkl be graduaiW introduced among them,

if iow Degreei, and as dley were able to bear ic

The ADoftlei wert very careful, lefl they fhoulJ drive

too (§A i and fjife OfTeacc, by the lanovations tb«y

were making. They were extreaaely cautious, ho#
far they oppofed the ceremonial Law \ nay, in roanf
Ifilances, they aAually complied with it : and in their

grand QourKil at Jtrufaiem^ Ada xr. 39. they dtcr-
mined, that this eccafiunal Conformity was adrifa^'-'i

while the Church continued in iti Infant State ; com-
manding the GentiU Converts, to skfiain fr»m Tbingt

ftranglid, and frtm Blood \ Icll they ihould offend their

Jewi/b Brethren. In the next Chapter, we find Paul
circumcifing Timothy^ becaufe of thi Jews, that wen
in tboje Quarters : and i Ccr ix 20. He gives us a

Reafon for this Conduct ; Unio tht Jews / became as

a J'w, that I migkt gain the Jews j to them that art

under the Law^ as under the Law^ that I might gain

them that are under the Law. Peter an% Barnabai

fcem to have carried the Matter ftill further, upon
the fame Principles ; and to have been guilty of un-
juiltfiable DifTimulation ; an Artifice, that was incon-

iiftent with the Simplicity of the Gofpel ; as we may
karn from Gal. ii. 11. Now, there wa* rva Part of

their Law, that the Jews were more fond of, than

they were of their Sabbath *, none, that they more
rigoroufly obfrrved ; »r that they would, with more
Difficulty, have been perfwaded to part- with. It no
longer, therefore, remain* a Myftery, why the Apofllcs

did not think proper to infift, at once, upon an Al-
teration herff. They left it to After-Difcoverics, left

ic fliould prejudice their young Difciples. They them-

i


